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ON 



FAMILY RELIGION. 



True piety is a principle which leads 
a man to honour God, in every things It 
win have ati influence upon him abroad^ 
and at home; in society, and in soKtude j 
upon common, as vj^dll as extraordinary 
occasions^ -; ' 

It is this' principle which leads a Christian 
to eitercise a rdigious care over his.&mily* 
A2id in this part of his conduct he shows, not 
only the devout state of his affections, but 
^ewise the soundness of his judgment. 
Every wise man sees the necessity of having 
some plan of dmnestic government, in order 
td preserve his house from being a scene 
of conftision and misery. And by what ex- 
pedient can a Christian better aceomplisK 
this purpose, than by endeavouring that 
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every faiendbet of Mi^ TmrMi^ riiay ^ ftfel the 
Ibtbe 6f those principles, by which he hifti- 
^.stfkiBaae holy ana happy ?-; -?>^ 

'<(I« i^'^sy to iti%tfie> %dw jneh bf tkte 

p^taculars/ 4hfey ^ii^ 'i*ary ^fi^'^J^^ift^ 
fetKer ; biit thiare is one snieletit jfeftd'^J&aJy 

chief pkce with them all, in th^NdA^aeJpjyf 
their houesholds: I mean^ the regulacr 

o^THfe ij?^ttefite iJilfs W6lii"feaft k'§^lSb 
^A^aiThef«c6 atthesafoeime^^^l^ 
''^]that't&alBi^'c<Kaver£(Abt4rithm^lii^ 
^^(Sip^vitks, and dtdy conbenied fdi^&04fiit- 
"iKMtal andeteriial iiiterese»G^thbilerWhd iak 
tkAex his esa!e, it may he dcdibted ^vftsltlf^ 
ii'he iieisessairy to infflst on theta* '' Wi<3h' 
Sikha persloiij the cdmmeildati0ii'gi!«^4o 
A'Bwdiam, wittjhave t^ feree^jWtei|»*6te 
hljfunctioB 'oii ;1his m^ekti I'^^^mio'fMi'i^i 
that^he wilV domknand Ms chHdrin^^dii& Hh 
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.' And how reasonable a thiog is it, ikfit 
(f p4 should be honoured in that comTQU- 
oity which derives all its comforts from 
him. In a family, there are mercies re- 
<mY9d rfrom>.God, of which all the mem- 
hors*. ijffe eqiial partakers* How fit and 
^beoon^ia^ a thing is it then, that all the 
qNsnibeTO should join hi acts of deyout 
^<WN9ie^ to tibeir i oooimMi Protector* and 

* 

The «9iiQinfaling eirery day fyx tbis!pwr- 
pose, is calculated to produce the happiest 
iif^Qfecte.oii'tii^ mind and conduct of oni;do- 
|iDOlt}Q6«. ^ To /Recall the attention of a;&- 
^ae^ ^jcqUently to the Supreme Beingi tends 
liftiiKq^Ntess the members of it with an idea of 
ine Authority, and of their dependance upon 
iMffj^JPROndepoeu It holds forth reU^oa to 
tliatfi aS(»dutyynotofoc()a8ionsd> but d^ily 
iObUti^^Qft. : The constant reading of the 
Holy I SiBr^urei^- .the frequent imploxiiig 
, ^^y§n^s pf sin, and petitioning for graqe 
<(9. *Pi^Wa^;!b«waBd Qod andiitan, imper- 
c^B^¥y ^»v^ bto their minds, a know- 
ledge of the duties which:thay owe to God, 
to themsely^Sf and to each other. < 
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4a^ ililhi!!liabayil pMiiops j»aaioBii$p«tflk> 

;il99b$<54>ptlli«i«m. Had r^aify lytkrabifiifmf 
4pi>fitiilB- iiiwildiiitj 

■* • 
vjhich ilNstracticili is nevar heard, iKMCtany 

j4h«ilsl<l)9 flt «tiady obeiKitoB^rifteaJriiu 

If ^ilonrifaff ew : we oBbmMmiSiiEhfsf^ 

(iftika AMBd iBi the >s^)ft>;4^ tlUMto '^^^r 
men, irhose houses weie coiisecrated by 
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Th»titittxSati '«f .finiiiBM m'mktetoa^ 
dMlM^ by otrekts/ idfo, ii iiiiili ft iV «MrfE 
4te(diilB' iCKirvaiiti^ tiHt- ti- 16810^ >%v •■tiBS^ 
4B0D«iMiii»d-iiicre«ifiDg «vii/ frawM ^^gto^ 
'ul^ aittmifatMd ft ifery^gtetit^Mf^m^ttb 

iilMMliililijiliiilliiHj ^PghWia^Jtliidgft Q fe- 
fited ; by making r^^ons instnustMii aad 
aril Aip fiiali<»dtobMiwtoB» jg cAiftt IADses. 

lAga ii L iwdiantki payt^ Hie w^Mteie ^^ 
«M^3iiAM^, <bll^ ii8rco#iii|plo^4it^Ai)»^ 
-M B— g^ tiMii teadito tiwcnltitat^'eft)^-^ 

a ftfa i ahtw af Jiaiigian, w«t9^«»ic« pbil(b«K(kL 
■iBSaasStf^ ^aalAhKm pnbaiily bioa^ti^wMi, 

dieiis*i^oidKu:iisp0rtni| miiooi.'B.kiUmg. 

tinctuite <^tiie hd>it8 wiaek prchruled wherar 
liiMjifllMatdMirliniihr y«te8^ iWcMkliii the 

ii^iiwyiiiiiHii KUehveoreenveia deid^jife;. 
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iroMoiptitUifliib^^ sgEiy Jse^rtPMbd' in itlie ate- 
tiiiist cif at'ri^ penddU^ £a6iaitti9UBi<^di0ii' 
tooottiiBdtegoitrerttable men* J^rom liot beiiig 
hafaitiiatod> when ehildrai, ta revciteacfe 
God, aiMl eternal things^ men are frequently • 
i^tHid^ to^ >giww. ^p- lyitl^ ^ 2ie(«t^Qi9h/iti-- 
f^^Uty i^^mtl^iB of religion ran.ioMn- 
^ilhyt which t^y djMiaeiWK amidflt.«U Ij^e 
cqiPAal^alii^oiis the(^ have dejivedi rfnem ti 
Ik^tQAbd liberal reducatioiiM Wbepft^j^pd^ 
g^ensfxOff ft worsitnisl ii(,c^nmttt|e4^:l|c i» 

^easy to conjecture howt it will be executed. 

' ■ » ' ♦ «- 

• f M ^ Jj . »"* '^ ' * "• ' " "i • . 1 "^ »'^ *. • : fi ■ ■* 

■jnUiL mmi mho hm a ftculy Ch«Mift l>^d,, 
feels aJ)<AiiO¥ol^ ^pow^en for t^ ioj^iisast 

• r 

of society ; and he wiU have a regard to this». 
w ithe< managemenii «f t&o«i9<- w^ct areriCkf>iiK 
flwbteflfio his care. Het wUloan^e itr hh 

> 

.bsMiiien to -send them fosth; auto tbe- w9kiM^. 
weUpHticipled ;^that, wbehthey axe Afld^ 
^ the .>ma88 <^ the pe(^2ie> they may fi^r . 
flmnieate.to it a corzeetiiigiiiiiflttfiMQe; m¥f» 
jfkaeh tend» to diiiuBish, and: ivlti tPcaqgf 
niairt. the too great quaatttyiof etil-wilMlh 
psmdesitt Now» if « peiaon-iwui dei'ie» 

oibottwinothod. of doing tbis^ thfvi hy tlw 



I ^ } 

Mgoiiur -disdbvgO' oC 'te^fp^m : iaJBtarftdioa 
Bad>w<Hr^p in his fondly,- lek.]um» jfeipjtk* 
jJimsBilaf 0odety» Mqaaint i tine • wodd'VibJi 
k)( &« it will be a valuable discovery, u.': 



«-,' 



' ^Wei' sotti^thnes heav it affirnied, 'tihat 
-Pl^liyc- WdrsUi^ supersede iSne ne^esHit^ 
^iVhat {sphere fecommeadted. *' I txtt** sa^fii 
%ri^^ho holds- tins ojftttieo, ^*- ne^ uMtMn^ 
Hb^0e't» the religiooB 'and mortd^hnptci^^e^ 
^ Aeiltdfniyfaimily;Ialwa3rs^to€faurc^ 
' ^^^li'^^Stsday, and'I oblige aiy donilse$tic9i 
'* to attend with me ; and this I think siif« 
M^9SSM.'f&t\h^ kfaowing and penctiyng 
^«^d» duty, if th&7 sftfe so indined." 

Mjlut.- is there no advantage to be' es*^ 
^^IJbd 'from doing every day soniellia||^ 
Itiat^ has a 'tendency to promote - tMe. best 
kftei^tB. of ourfeUow-ia'Oatuires? Ney, >iti 
ridt' this indispenrably necessuy? ' Iti9 no 
i^M^n^dinrivble interval lliat occurs between 
iMsl^Sttndarf and^ another ; 'dti' mtemrai Ioim; 
^ft^bifdr^fiiaiHyaiidtvanotts' 'lettjfctsillMn 
tsi^OpeMrte- vpon our disofderod tHMniMi. 
]^jytd^^<6tiall we^-let ^the 'most ineftpMiieiided 
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But without taking intQ qw;,i^j^ip^P9i^ dvB^ 
dangerous influence to which our domestici)^ 

Vfwifn i^ iseagoiis oC-mstructicRW ' <^e ,i^^ 
««p(\;«iM ^ip^i^ltr»clio9^ xmf'\m^ uJ^ 

ife«flwPsfAjg,.t9 QWp .^ty, an§, wr jiis^jjir, 

«€[il|IM^ r^e$Kt„l3n«Uis» pvtUch.if]^ seit{|ii^ 
fM»;iWvkiiF)|]piU6 W<pi^p ; .but w]]i^i:i^ 
tiMf^iwoffitimfSGi we ar^,tqQ,pir<)^e,^ 

Let us not conceive, with some persons, 
t]MtflJi«uVb<4ii9f ith« businefsis . %, .W^ch 
seastms <tf public prayer and teaching were 
ordai»ed, is done mt\m the walls of a 



chidl indntctor is enq)loyed, mu^^ffiiS^ 
from his hands, into those of the weteaal 

jWuHy inijiructm't. -/^ <' •- ).l)r.v lua 

^ ^thos6 i^hd have a wM-liilbftf^t^ 
fiiffiSid -Pastor, to dii^fid^ ^^4% (Itol)^ 
•^ixiA aind' sacHdneats to^' tllaiuil/ 'f!iotki# 
that is' profitable mllHilk^ 6mltfffpm 
mM*i ^e i^ iidt i^&hM flk»i <^ 

«£^^ t»f iiHittkitid. He #31' efMieiivttitta^a^ 
eSker-^^tO'k l^eotning i^^d^^^^al^ 
tm^J'hiin^iigtdsee hfe'pied^e^pardi^lSSit^ 
ti?4]^e'te(>kUS)rts of €faristiftnity/%e "^tf 4i^ 

oilarly sdiow what is incumbent on ^fagn^ 
in their respective states and relaticms. 

'<''Mach'^urtb^'«han'iKiS) ki^iktion^pttti 
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vXli8i)e. lis great'^ reBson to^ heUftioe^ \t6ab: 
tfaoi^ his. ^courses may JbftWipiiidiieiEali 
viesfy sc^riotts impressions, /nMW he. ivafr d^'Ki 
lm&Ea)g them, the desires which werei^sv/ 
cited by Ihem will die' away, unless rolte^? 
rished by some further application of truth 
t<^ ^ W iHiiidi . The seed wkieh hastbbi^n 
sovro imust * nob <be left tor itself ; it ^must. bisry 
watehed ;'itiBust be watered yia order iMQ' 
it.m»yiHdng.&itli fruit.. To these. things^t 
tha i^dwidiiais who hear the iw^i^ i)£> Qnd/ 
must alrteud^ for ^themselves. To' these^.thso 
naflleiB of &miltds jare: bound utoattondii 
for^ the ^od of those wh« are t cpmiaittmb 
toi thrarit esivel* He^ thevefoase^' idbo jmithi 
Ohrbtian views isndeavours to ^pt^dvidcij^i 
thmei.^shis mm^ hausebold^ foUomsvihej 
S<9(iieivikic^ Qply' with \&w privatte / pray dis i 
for the Divine blessings but. (withijsuch Sa^6 
mily exercises as tend to guard and cherish 
theipref^ious iseed that has been i8oirn%i ^ I 

•Where tliese duties ^ are wisely and diKh • 



gciltfy^petfbmedt tbe pubite itwHructoriref 
joions^flii seeing the fruit c^hfiaUifaoairs. Bdti 
what fruit of them is he likely to discover^ 
among^ljliase faimiUes ill « vi^ic^ thecjdoitaes- 
iiissmtkAmthoax luM see any thing tfaididu 
celoulated f to remind * them^^ef the publiff 
worship, or that does any way cortespond ( 
with-it?. 

Children and servants are ixkflumiced by ^ 
vikat is (dways addressing itself to, them^ 
They judge of things/ not from what onef^ 
ittan^^ys, one day in a week; but from 
wha1> every person is saying every* day* ^Th^ ^ 
citttoms^ the - habits of a family, are ^he ^ 
thingSiWhibh form their opinions,: and theici 
xshariidief ;-rand^ if amcmg these^ there bet 
Ufliairt; wlikh is intended to do lionowr; tot 
religioki^ >tlie(re is not 'only nothing done ^to^ 
fraftf^fOikthe design of pubhe instr^K^tioii^^^ 
but ma^y things winch will dqfecA that de*^ 
;signiueven*tlioughi>no.t SQ intended. < ; .v : 

.4- ' 11 » . • • • "I ■ 

. It is I ik>m< neglecting to follow public^ ^ 
with private instruction, . among other 
iqavses, tlxat a standing- ministry in the 



CleqiR^ fkm^ not ffedisuse 9JA i^ *ficm4^^ 
fecU-lbr «falcbit was ordaiaedr Tli^ mktt 
iibJiKtio dik t]i«litutkni,dhould cmxiAaA/^ 
linuts ^ tbe piblk itislruet^^ 'p^m^f md 
ia tBrtfiting the use&d teiidt»cy of l&t 
oAee, tli^ 4rag^t to allaw f<nr the too 60* 
q^M^^ fiohiD^ of those who should tdke vp 
the duty, for which he is spedally Mir 
apart, at that point beyond which he oaai> 



The fEtithful minister of Christ Is efW 
labouring to bring masters of families to 
carry the work of instruction into th^ own 
province. It is not a crowded auditor^ that. 
satisfies him. He will be ready to weep 
ov^ the multitudes he views from the pol* 
pit,' if he know, that thou^ they seon to 
hang upon his lips, there is at home no al* 
tat, no priest, no sacrifice, iior one tffoft d^ 
oCgenuine piety to be fbund* He 
his usefulness in his pastoral chacaeter^ 
moely by the number of his hearoEs, Iml 
hf tiie practical effect whidi his c Bsixnu a ea 
have <m them. Aracng other eBdeafMun 
made fee aaeertaiBiiig this eff^, he e»^ 

8 



ifatim' vhitlm tfMveb^ Ht^ ftfii&y (lietjr 

mrftfig ^iibm; WkcSd he «e^ r^^^ii %' 
tktbt'4kiMUiii«,' he4iaft reason t(y«o«(icttide/ 
dMT itilMi pro|>erl5r afl^cted -their-' fi^ftrts^;- 
Aid tJhat^ 4toi «nly- they, but Hiifi^^Mk^efi' 
qfStilrlkim, nfty^paFtak^ 6f tJbe Mk^ ^^ii( ' 
e^<^^*AeBc9ovM. Bat -wbile teligidftds 

hMOa^'W^yMttnMiidad Als ^i preddkeri'H^' 
has reason to doubt, whether, ^k^t'il&^Ylht'- 
labours have produced any great eflfect 

uSliclftf^ the hnportance dT F^fndl^ R^ ' 
li^,'aM8^ Copied, that no perHioh Whb'hU:^ ! 
aiD»o}ftse|)»4«M]si»ns to piety, will b^'dei' ^ 
tete^Jtotfth^ discfaai^ of thisdulr^, %jr ' 
tkt miiliw^tu ikhkk It may expobe luitirf ' < i 

4a on in.'jiul ;« u .-•• • , ;■.•.'.■• 'i: ,v."-*' 

illiiii^lifeooink^ A man of i^nse ahd'%e*'' 
rmbmie.t^t ky^himself fobe^ ittfpp&d^' 

iilwliij*iu lifiTwIiat? he b^ie^fir tirillcoii^ > 
takmtmjtmibe.kalaMa' d«e unto'Ood, to thd 
UDlpWfaniflik aad iiapfineiss of hia^childMik^ 
«nAiesiante,,wid tathe bendG^iifcQdetylafeu . 
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large, by the! derision of some thoughtle$]» 
icrfbserver, who iteVer sat down seribusly 4:6 

<;onsider what he chooses to ridicule ? 

» - - 

^ We should stand prepared to meet, with 
Christian firmness, that overhearing sjiirit 
of banter, which attempts to put everything 
grave and serious out of countenancCi Let 
tid arm ourselves against it ; by considering, 
that it is scarcely possible to be weU em« 
ployed, and at the same time to escape its 
attack. How inglorious is it, to surrender^ 
in a good cause, to such an antagonist ! 

The most solemn and approved things 
may be made sport of, by some ; but let us 
consider how they are regarded, by other 
observers. Is it not a beautiful sight to see 
a pious man coUect his domestics around 
him-open his Bible-read distinctly and 
ifeverently a portion of that holy book — 
and then kneeling down with them, th^ilk- 
ftilly acknowledge the blessings which he 
and his femily have rec«yed, and humbly 
implore the continuance of the (fivihe 
mercy! This, however it may be misre-» 



[ »» ] 

presented by vain and thoughtless men, is^ 
without doubt, in the eye of God and hia 
angels, a dignified spectacle. 

The remainder of this Addtess shall con« 
sist of a few hints to those whor are ren>lred 
on the practice of Family Worship. 

In the £brrt j^laee, let the master of a house 
iretnettiber, that the more pleasantly family 
wor^ip is Ccmducted, the better : proyided 
thatin endeavoimng to render it agreeable, 
Sf0 do not let it sink to the level ofao un« 
meaning observance. To prevent irksome- 
liess, hOkg servicei9 should be 



. A well-cfaosen hour for family pray^, is 
of great importaiKne. An hour, at which 
the greatest number can attebd, Whidi is 
but liable to intenruptioa, «,d .t whidh 
the members: are most ci^ble of attention, 
w the hour to be chosen^ To call to Morrir- 
ing Prayers, before half the family is risen, 
or not tin after the hour of busitiess eom- 
Inenceii; or to call to Evening Frayers, 
after supper has been taken ; are errors, 

a 2 
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which tend to defeat the purpose of aBsem-* 
bling for religious worship. 

- . . » 

The hour being fixed^ let it never be 
varied, but through inevitable necessity. 

Punctuality is essential to order. 

■\ 

If the method of worship observed in a 
ihmily be of the liturgical kind, let the 
mwter train his domestics to join in the 
parts whidithey have to sustain. The beauty 
of alternate worship is lost, when the con-* 
gregational parts are not well supported \ 

I have all along taken it for granted, that 
the Holy Scriptures are read, when Family 
Worship is performed. But having known 
tills to be omitted, where^ prayer was regu^ 

larly offered up, and considering the con- 
stant omission to be a great deficiency, I 
would here persuade the conductor of 
&mily devotion, not to let ihe Bible be 

^ The author has some reasons tat cecommending a litor*. 
gical form of worship in families. The rea4er will find these 

reasons in a note subjoined to the family Liturgy^ near the 

« » . '.'■»■ 

end of the book. 



an unused book on tlie occasion. The 
reading a moderate portion of Scripture^ 
cannot add many minutes to the length of 
the service. And it is to be recommended, 
on many accounts. It is doing honour 
to the Holy Scriptures, in the sight of 
our household. It prevents those who 
neglect reading them in private, from 
being entirely ignorant of them. And it 
serves to give those who read them with^ 
out sufficient deliberation, or judgment^ 
an impression of the weight and force of 
what is contained in them *. 

In the discharge of so sacred a duty as 
that of reliisious worsUp, every thing b of 
importance. The manner, therefore, ia 
which it is performed by hun who conducta 
it, deserves some consideration. Let it 
be firee firom such habits as indicate want 
of reverence, such as provoke risibility, 
such as dissipate attention, or leave a re-- 

* I beg leave here to recommend an excellent tract, on 
** The Duty and Benefit of a daily Perusal of the Holy Scrips 
iures in Familie$ ;" by Lindley Murray. Printed for Long-^ 
man and Co. London. Price On^ Shilliiig. 



C »«i 1 

pulsive impressioii on the minds of those 
who join in the worship. Delivery ought 
to be particularly attended to: If it be slo^ 
venly, vociferous, precipitate, or whming, 
it ill befits the act, either of administering 
leHgious instruction, or presenting the sa^ 
orifice of prayer. Let him who leads in Fa* 
mily Worship, be concerned to render it 
both solemn and engaging. For this pur- 
pose, one could wish that on such an oc^ 
casion, his countenance, his tone of roice; 
Ms whole deportment, were expressive of 
unfeigned piety, good sense, benignity, and 
happiness. 

To the due performance of all the duties 
which this paper aims to enforce, there is 
one thing which I conceive to be very es- 
sential. It is this ; that the master of a family 
consider himself, as the Minister cf God to 
bis household. I would exhort him to cherish 
this idea of himself; and to pray esunestly 
to God, that he may, with all humility, act 
up to this character. If he be desirous of 
$o doui^ b$ will be re^dy to iaike advaa-* 
tage of every cireurastanee thai occurs i» 
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l^is fstmilyt by whicb he may deiibusly 
afl^t the minds of those vho live with 
him. Such an opportunity is a£Rirded by 
"k cafl^ty, a i^emarkable escape from fitonae 
impend^ «vU, «ck.<»,. L,ve^, « 
death* These are instructiye events ; and 
he should be ready to accompany thesn 
with something in his Family Worship, 
suited to improve, to the best purposesi^ 
the impressions which such things make on 
the minds of his household. To assist 
hhn herein, he will, in the foUowing pages, 
.£nd prayers adapted to sudh interesting 
occasions* ^ ^- 



/ « 



But I niust beg my reader to consider, 
whether he may not go a step farthisr. 
Wli^ should he not be desirous of beii^ 
useful to his friend, as well as to his cMld^ 
a his servant? Philanthropy, as well as 
p«ty, dictates *ia to him. I'vid.or is. fo, 
the time he spends under our roof, a pari 
of our family ; and he ought to share in that 
^oecuKap coneem, which (without any pre^ 
jadiee to universal benevolence) we shouM 
ft^yje lor thfiM with wJbom we mfe^vHsx^jfi^ 



liilia^^ Qomieilted, . I| is worthy, o€:# 
jChiistiaQ to receive his frieod, with 9 seor^ 
yai^ th»t th^ir intercourse may BOt consist 
merely in the usuid civilities, as if aeitbigr 
«f them had any thing to do with what ro* 
Iisttes to GoD,^or a fiiture state ; but that his 
guests as well as himself, may receive b^ 
nefit from the visit, in the article of lielir 
gion : that infinitely important subject witjipi 
respect to which we should always eiidQar 
vour to be of service to each other.^ 

Among our visitors there may be one 
who has been so unhappily educated, as 
never to have been present at the perform- 
ance of Family Worship ; and to him; such 
an observance may appear merely a kind 
of sectarian peculiarity. This is a ease 
which should call forth that benevolent 
concern I have been recommending. On 
the arrival of such a person, I have known 
the Family Worship to be suspended. But 
issx be such a mean accommodation from 
the conduct df a true Christian ! No : let 
the stranger see how we live — ^what. n^gard 
we pay to an invisible eye-^und wh«» ^e 



frdmid our best hopes'. Let * ns k^fe^ Tifa 
gdod in view ; and hope, that by joining iA 
the worship of the fiunily, he will pere^Ve 
liiat it is a thing not merely to be borne 
with, but to be imitated. If indeed there be 
any prayers in this collection which seem 
more inteUigihle than the rest to such a "p^t" 
son, they may be used at the commence^ 
ment of the visit. Further than this, it 
nay not be advisable to carry the spuit of 
accommodation. We should be cautious 
of practising such compliances as a fiivo- 
lous' politeness may suggest; for they are 
jseldom found to be compatible with sim- 
plicity of intention. Nor dpes true bene" 
valence allow them, however amiable th^ 
may appear to superficial judges : because, 
they tend to deprive society of one of the 
greatest means of its improvement^ the 
power of good example* The religious man 
who is betrayed into them, loses those deS* 
nite marks of character by which a Chris- 
tian ou^t to be known and read of «// 
mien ; and by which, without assuming any 
ihw^, he holds forth an instructive and iln* 
^rldiil^ lesson to his neighboun . v> 
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/ !r^. liefie^ity of mamldiu^ alloo 
casions the foree of good example^ isaeoa^ 
(^deration of such eonsequenee^ that I must 
b^ leave to address some further obsei> 
TatioBS on this head, to those who have the 
care of a family* The regular performance 
of Religious W<Hrship in their houses does 
not indude the whole of this obligatioiik 
Nay, if it be not accompanied with the disr 
charge of other duties incumbent on hini 
who conducts it, the observance itself, woTt 
thy as it is of being held in reverential 
^estimation by all who join with him im it^ 
wi£i be in danger of incurring their avei^ion 
and contempt. Let me, therefore, remind 
the prison who leads it, of the necessity ^ 
supporting its credit, by a holy condsteney 
of conduct in the gener^ tenor of his life* ^ 

' 4 

Where Family Worship is regularly obr 
served, and its credit is supported by 4 
holy life, a steady conduct, the prudent 
management of temporal aj^s, upright 
dealings, and amiable tempers, on the paist 
<^f hkn who leads it^ there can be no dmMt 
of its prQvii^ beneficial to himself ^o hig 
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domestics, and to society. Soote pembns 
endeavour to prove the inutility of Family 
Worship^ by alleging the bad courses taken 
by the children of some families, in whidi 
this observance has not been neglected. 
The facts, were they just such as the objec- 
tors state them to be, would perhaps only 
prove, (what no one disputes) that though 
we can give our children good instructions, 
and set before them good examples, we 
cannot give them good dispositions. 

It is an afiecting truth, that even wheiTtf 
great pains have been taken to train chil'- 
dren in they5?«r of God^ we sometimes find 
the World triumphing over the Instructor j 
bearing away, by the force of its allure*^ 
ments, the well-tutored child, in defiance 
of the counsels, the example, and the pray- 
ers of a wise and good parent. But it must 
be admitted, that the bad courses which 
sonie religiously educated children bavii 
taken, are to be accounted for in a great 
measure, firom the want of correspondency 
between the profession and the life — the 
prayers and the practice cff the parent* !^ 
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; Among those who profess themselYes 
Christians, we meet with persons whose 
religion is destitute of consistency. Such 
is the case with those^ who though they 
hiE^ve Prayers in their famiUes, do not 
accompany these acts of devotion, with 
the maintenance of order, or the firm and 
temperate exercise of parental authority* 
Among such persons, there is frequently 
found a great deficiency in the article of 
instruction ; some favourite points of Chris- 
tian Truth, it may be, are vehemently 
urged ; while others, of equal consequence^ 
aire entirely neglected. Children are taught 
to know the features of a heresy ; but 
sound principles of conduct never incul- 
cated. In a loose and general way, perhaps, 
the parent sometimes speaks of the conse* 
quences of vice ; but does not mark, with 
sufficient earnestness, the various forms un- 
der, which it may appear; nor does he keep 
a watchful eye over the tempers, the em- 
ployment, or the connections of his chil- 
dren, or set before them, in his own con-* 
4uct, the example of a sober, steady^ and 
upright character. . Who can be surprised^ 
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if the son of such a man turn out ia Hbertirfe ! 
If nothing have passed before that young 
man, as an exhibition of Religion, but his 
father's example, what has he seen to make 
him reverence Religion ? He has seen some- 
thing, which falling in with his own depra^ 
tity, may lead him to despise it ; and if he 
be a sufierer through his father's miscon- 
duct, who can wonder if he hate Religion? ' 
■ • 

But let not such an instance be brought 
to proTe the inutility of Domestic Worship. 
The proper use of the fact is, to leam how 
little good is to be expected, and how much 
mischief may ensue, from a spurious kind 
of Religion, 

r 

Let the profligate courses which the 
children of inconsistent religionists have 
taken, urge us to take heed that we fall 
not into the error of their parents. Let us, 
nieither in our profession, nor practice, pre* 
sent apart o{ Rehgion to our family; but 
th^ whole of it. Let there be a mixture of 
devotion, instruction, government, and ex^ 
ample, in the superintendence of a &milyi 
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iLefi these go hand in hand ; and while th^ 
support each other, they will give stability 
and comfort to the house in which they 
are exercised. It will be the abode of peace. 
In the superiors, will be seen authority 
tempered with kindness ; among the infe«> 
riors, sobriety, fidelity, industry, and frugar 
lity ; among them all, good-will to each 
other wiU be visible : notwithstanding, that 
through the frailty of human nature, there 
may be Occasional interruptions of iiiat 
Jiarmony, which the reUgious gov^mmeot 
of a family tends to produce. 

It only remaimt that some account be 
given of the following performance* I do 
not know that the o£fering a book of 
paf^yers to the pijj3lio speeds any aptdogy, 
though there are already so many ^Kcellent 
productions of tUs kind. Allowing to 
those who have preceded me in this at^ 
tep^pt, all the praise to which they are 
entitled ; I ctomot but be of opimcai, timt 
there may be occasion for.new composi- 
ti(ms. There 9xe no bodes, pet ha|H, in the 
phoicoofwhicbwe are more regulated bf 
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a taste of our own, than we are with respect 
to books of devotion. Here, especially, a 
man is apt to prefer the composition of a 
writer, whose turn of mind is congenial with 
his own. I have been much encouraged by 
^bis consideration to proceed in what is 
now offered to the public ; I have thought, 
that from this circumstance, my book, de- 
feotiveasUisin some respeot,,Lybe the 
means of introducing Religious Worship 
into families, in which that duty has been 
hitherto neglected. 

But I will not attempt to reason my 
readers into an approbation of my design. 
I trust that I may say, I have sought the 
good of mankind. I have aimed, likewise, 
at the honour of God, in this undertaking ; 
and to that adorable Being, whose glory it 
is designed to promote, I commit it. 

The compositions are all of them onginal. 
To effect some kind of variety, most of 
them are made on particular subjects ; . in 
the choice of which, no systematic arrange- 
ment was designed. Nothing more was 

4 



attmipted, than merely to compreheod the 
principal duties, trials, ai^d temptations of 
common life. 

The reader will perceive, that there are 
but few prayers " for all states." Instead 
of bringiii^ the usual subjects of p«ye. 
before a family, every time they assemble 
for worship, I have endeavoured to distri^ 
bute them among the sixty prayers which 
are composed for the month. This appears 
to me to be a method more edifying Tour 
domestics, than the comprehending all 
states in every prayer ; as it admits of that 
degree of enlargement on an; pacticulat 
subject, which tends to give importance to 
it, in the eyes of those who join in the 
worship. By returning less frequently, 
and being longer dwelt upon, the subject 
probably attracts more attention, and makes 
a deeper impression, than it would were it 
hastily passed over every day. 

That the domestics of a fahiily may be 
duly affected with a sense of the duties 
which they owe to those who are in autho- 



rity, 'i» one reason wMcfa Ins defcermiaed 
Cite autihcMT not to^ make mehtidh of ikemioL 
ev^ ptnyer. He endeayours to infiise 
a spirit of loyaky into a &mily, by ap* 
ptbpAgiting ohe occasion of Famafy Be- 
votibn jsnltrely to thb^ subjeet. By thik 
m^hod, he conceives (even ihould the 
prayei* so designed occur bat once in' a ' 
month) that the membefs of a &niily woiiM 
learn more of what they owe to their Prince, 
and be much more impressed with a convic- 
tion that it is a Christian Duty to pray for 
him, than by his being mentioned, only in 
a short sentence, in every day's prayer. 

May it please the God of all grace, to 
accompany this humble attempt to promote 
the practice of domestic piety, with his 
blessing ; disposing the hearts of parents 
and masters, to delight in imparting reli- 
gious instruction to their children and ser- 
vants. May their instruction be illustrated 
and adorned, by their holy example. May 
the Morning and Evening Sacrifice of prayer 
and praise be offered up, in every family, 
to the God of our salvation, and his bless* 

b 
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ing descend and rest on all the members ; 
purifying their hearts, supporting tbem 
under their trials, uniting them more and 
more to each btlier in the bonds of Chris- 
iian charity, and affording them the re- 
freshing foretastes of that glorious state, in 
which the blessed God will be worshipped 
with the most profound adoration, and the 
subHmest strains of pr^se. 




ADVERTISEMENT 



TO TH& 



SIXTEENTH EDITION. 



The Author has once more made his Copy 
pass under a carefiil revision, before it was 
sent to the pressi; and he hopes that in 
consequence of this, the Book may better 
answer its purpose. The Prayer referring 
to Ii^fidel Sentiments, which was first added 
to the " Occasional Prayers" in the Four- 
teenth Edition, is here retained ; and a 
Morning, as well as an Evening Prayer, for 
a School, added, on the suggestion of a 
friend who has been many years engaged 
in the education of young persons. On 
this addition it may be proper to ob- 
serve, that the kind of establishment which 
the Author had in his view, was that which 
is usually denominated a Boarding School, 
whether for boys or for girls ; and in which 

b 2 
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it is customary for the household of the 
Master or Mistress to be assembled with 
the Pupils, at the time of Morning or 
Evening Prayer. It will be seen by a pe- 
rusal of these two Prayers, that they are hot 
intended to be used on a Sunday, nor on 
any day of the week during a School Va- 
cation, 



The " Prayer composed for occasional 
«« durbg the hte w^." fa still retained, 
though not now proper for family use. 
Being written at the period to which it re- 
fers, and, through that circumstance, em- 
bracing all the leading peculiarities of a 
most eventful situation; the perusal of it 
may serve to keep up a devout and thank* 
ful sense of that deliverance, which the 
Most High was pleased to grant not only 
to our country, but to the world, when the 
late war terminated. 
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\* The Reader is desired to take Notice, that all 
those Sentences which in the following Prayers 
are printed in Italics, are Quotations from the 
Holy Scriptures. They will <^tm be here found, 
word for word, as they stand in oUr authorized 
translation; but not always so: the nature of 
the passage in which the expressions are intro^ 
duced, being frequently such as will not admit 
of so verbal an agreement. 
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FIRST WEEK. 



SUNDAY MORNING*- 

A Prayer for the Presence of God in public 

Worship. 

O MOST Holy God, we are not only weak, 
but sinful creatures; and could not pre- 
sume to approach Thee^ much as we need 
thy help, hadst not Thou revealed Thyself a 
God of mercy, in and through thy dear Son. 
Encour^ed by thy gracious promises, and 
the mediation of our blessed Advocate, we 
humbly draw near to Thee; unworthy as 
we are of the least of all thy mercies. 

Accept our thanksgivings. Most Gracious 
GrOD, for all the means, and all the oppor- 

* To this, and to the following prayer, a passage applicable 
Co the Holy Communion is annexed. There are also two 
prayers in this work which refer wholly to that solemnity ;. 
viz. the 1st and 2d of the Occasional Prayers. 

B 
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tunities^ which Thou hast aiForded us for 
the salvation of our souls. 

We bless Thee, O' Lord, for setting apart 
a day of holy rest. We stand in need of 
being frequently called away from the 
afl^rs of the present life ; for we are too 
forgetful of the infinite concerns of the life 
to come. 

We are bound to thank Thee, not only ' 
for appointing, but also {or preserving to us 
the day of rest : for it is through thy good 
providence, that the Sabbath is still ob^ 
served. Hereby, a season of instruction 
in thmgs of everlasting consequence is se- 
cured to us. 

With unfeigned thankfulness would we 
acknowledge thy goodness to us, in renew- 

m 

ing the opportunities of benefiting by this 
merciful institution ; as Thou hast done, by 
bringing us safely to the beginning of this 
holy day. Now, O Lord, we bieseech 
Thee, give us grace to improve the day to 
its religious purposes. 
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With shame we own, that we have suf- 
fered former opportunities of this kind to 
pass unimproved ; but, O let it not be so 
to day. Instead of losing another Sab- 
bath, may we endeavour to redeem those 
which we have already lost : For we know 
not whether this may not be our last. 

We are going to thy house ; give us grace^ 
O Lord, to approach thy throne, with 
the deepest reverence. Let us draw near 
to TheCy not only with our lips, but with our 
hearts also. Too often, alas ! have we con- 
tented ourselves with the form of godliness ; 
may we this day worship Thee, in spirit and 
in truth. 

When we confess our sms, may we per- 
form the duty with a contrite heart. When 
i¥e sing thy praise, may all that is within us 
bless thy holy name. Let true devotion ac-* 
company the words of prayer. And may 
^ive, through thy merciful regard to our 
petitions, draw down blessmgs upon our 
Idng, our country, our churches, our fami- 
lies, ourselves, and all for whom we pray. 

b2 
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» * 

' Bless the instruction we may . receive 
this day. Let our hearts statid in awe of 
thy word. May we hear it likewise with 
thankfulness: blessing Thee for its pre- 
cepts, as well as for its promises. 

Glory be to thy name, O Lord, for the 
glad tidings of salvation, which Thou hast 
sent unto us. . We are not standing, like 
Israel, at the foot of Mount ^inai. , Instead 
of hearing the awful sounds which issued 
ftom, thence, we hear Thee speaking to m 
by thy Son ; and are assured that, through 
him, our sins may be forgiven, and our 
prayers heard. 

O suffer us not to be inattentive to thy 
voice. May we listen to it, with all humi- 
lity. May we treasure up thy gracious 
words in our hearts ; and may their holy 
and happy influence be seen in our daily 
conversation. 

Assist all thy servants, O Lord, who mi- 
nister in holy things this day; and espe- 
cially Him who laboureth among us. May 
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the grace of thy Holy Spirit be lipoa 
him, both in offering up the prayers of 
the congregation, and in dispensing thy 
word; and let thy blessing attend his 
labours. 

And may the Ministers of thy word 
be successful, in all their endeavours 
for the instruction and edification of the 
souls committed to their care *. 

These mercies, for ourselves, and for 
others, we humbly ask in the name of 



* The foUowmg Addition for a Sacrament Day may he intro* 

duced here^ 

< ■ 

We humbly pray Thee to bless all those, who shall this day 
approach the table of our blessed Lord to commemorate his 
great love to us. While they are partaking of the elements 
which represent his precious body and blood* may their 
hearts be deeply affected with the consideration of his cross 
and passion. May they remember their sins, with true con- 
trition of heart ; and the love of that Redeemer who shed his 
blood for their remission, with the most lively thankfulness. 
May they be enabled to " feed by faith on him," who gave 
his Jksh for the life of the tvorld ; and may they return from 
his table with hearts full of love to God, and good will 
towards men. 
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our only Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
who taught us thus to pray> 

Ovr Father, ^c. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

Thanksgiving for the Means of Grace. 

O King of Gloiy» King of RighteouSr 
ness and Peace, help us with all humility 
and reverence to how the hnee to Thee. 
May we willingly and joyfuUy honour 
Thee ; and " achnowledge Thee to be the 
Idordl* not only with our lips, but by a 
life devoted to thy service. 

We would close this day of mercy. Most 
Blessed God, with praise and prayer. We 
thank Thee for granting to us another op- 
portunity of attending to the things which 
belong to our peace. We thank Thee, that 
we have heard the joyful sound of thy Cos- 



FraST WEEK. 7 

pel; those glad tidings which proclaim 
contort to them that nuxum, liberty to the 
captive, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound. 

Let thy word, O Lord, run and be glofi- 
fied. Let thy way be knoum upon earthy thy 
saving health among all nations. And may 
the God of hope Jill those who hear the 
word of salvation, with all joy and peace 
in believing. 

We take pleasure in recollecting that 
numerous assemblies of Christian Worship- 
pers have been held this day, in different 
parts of the world. Ever do Thou incline 
our hearts to pity those who neglect thine 
ordinances : but let us rejoice also, that 
there are multitudes who know thy name, 
and fill thy courts with the voice of prayer 
and prsdse. 

Blessed be thy name for all the success 
which hath attended the administration of 
thy word and ordinances. We bless Thee, 
for every one whom Thou hast hereby 
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turned from bis evil ways; for every one 
whom Thou hast comforted under afflic^ 
tion ; and for every one whom Thou hast 
made to advance in faith and holiness. We 
would join in thanksgivings with all those 
who this day have been sitting under the 
tree of life with great delight, and have 
found itsfrmt sweet to their taste. 

And, O Most Gracious God, have mercy 
upon those, who, although they have heard 
thy word, still remain in the bonds of ini- 
quity. Let thy grace ever accompany the 
voice of thy Ministers ; that not one who 
heareth their, message may put away from 
himself the word of God, and judge himself 
unworthy qf everlasting life. - 

And grant, O Lord, that we may be in 
the number of those who hear thy word, and 
keep it. Bless us with a capacity to re- 
member what we hear ; and open our under- 
standing, that we may understand the Scrips 
tures. 

O Ever Blessed Ood, Instructor of the 
ignorant. Purifier of the heart, by whose 
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influence the miste of error are dispersed/ 
and the chams of sin are broken^ give unto 
ua, not only the knowledge, but also the 
lave qf the truth* Give effect to every: 
successive opportunity of attending thy 
house; that our faith may be more and' 
more strengthened, and that our lave 
towards God, and to one another, may be 
made ta abound *• 

' • ft 

i 

Pardon, O Mercifid X^ord, all the imper^ 
fections of our reli^ous duties. Neither in 
thy house, in the family, or in the closet, 

* This Addition for the Evening qfa Sacrament Da^ may be 

introduced here* 

« ^ 

. We thank Theei D Lord» fbr. another opportunity of com* 

ineniorating the love of Jesus Christ in dying for our sins. 

Help all those who have attended the Tahle of our .Lord to 

keep the blessed Redeemer still in view ; and enable them to 

walk henceforth as becometh the disciples of Jesus. May 

they go and -show fotth that love to God and tna<i| of which 

h^ hath set us so great an example in his death. - As those 

who have partaken of the instituted signs of his body and 

blood, with truly penitent hi^arts, may they watch and pray 

against all sin; remembering what it cost to redeem their 

souls. And may they ardently desire, and be daily growing 

more meet for that nearer communion with Jesus, which thy 

saints shall enjoy in heaven. 
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have we served Thee as we ought Forgive 
tite worshippers ; but let the worship, even 
tibiough it be not free from some impure 
iQixture, find acceptance with Thee, 
thtougfa the meritorious offering of Jesus 
Christy our Crreat High Priest 

And now may we be enabled to retire to 
rest, meditating on the blessed truths in 
which we have been instructed ; and filled 
witlx thankfulness for having heard them. 

Into thy hands, O God of Salvation, we 
commend ourselves ; humbly praying, that 
should we be raised to see the Ught of ano- 
ther day, we may enter on it, deeply im- 
pressed with what we have been hearing, 
and seriously resolved to take thy word as 
a light to our feet 9 and a lamp to our paths. 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invi- 
sible, the only wise GOD, be honour and 
gl^yf^ ^^ ^^ ^^* Amen. 

Our Father, S^c. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 

For Grace to lice according to GOD's 

Word. 

BLESSED be the GOD and Father qf 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who liath blessed us, 
in Christ, with all spiritual blessings. Give 
us a thankM hearty O Lord, for thy mercy 
in looking upon sinftd man, and for speak* 
ing to us by th^t meek and lowly Saviour, 
who never hreaketh the bruised reed, nor 
quencheth the smoking flax. 

Although the Sabbath is past, we would 
not forget what we owe to Thee for its 
blessings. We have heard the voice of 
mercy, proclaiming pardon and peace 
through the blood of Jesus. We have 
likewise been caUed into thy service by 
this gracious voice. O give unto us that 
faith, which will make us rejoice in the 
glad tidings of salvation ; and that love to 
Thee, which wiU make us attentive to thy 
commands as weU as to thy promises. 
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We renew our prayers for the grace of 
thy Holy Spirit ; that the good impressions 
which thy word may have made on our 
minds may be deep and lasting. May all 
our conduct this day prove, whatever trial 
or temptation befall us, that we desire to 
be sincere and without offence in thy sight. 

We humbly offer up our supplications, 
in behalf of all those who heard the word 
of salvation yesterday. Sufler them not. 
Most Merciful Fiather, to turn away from 
Him who speaketh from heaven. Other 
voices will be heard this day ; but O that 
mankind may perceive the danger of obey- 
ing any voice which contradicteth thine. 

]^reserve them hova giving heed to seducing 

• • . . 

spirits, and enable them to listen attentively 
to thy faithful word ; for there is love even 
ih its Severest rebukes. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for the assist* 
ance afforded to thy Ministers in the dis- 
charge of their duty, and for all the success 
which may have attended their pious en-» 
deavours. And now we pray Thee to pre- 
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pare them for new services ; and td direct 
them in the further prosecution of thai 
great work to which Thou hast called them. 

Give thy blessing to them in their read- 
ing/ in their private meditations, and in 
their pastoral visits. May they ever bear 
upon their hearts the welfare of their flocks ; 
and be always laying up something in store, 
for further opportunities of instruction. 

And while thy Ministers are endeavour- 
ing to lead us in the right way, O may we, 
and all for whom they labour, willingly 
follow, and pursue the Christian course 
with mcreasing earnestness. 

And may the blessed company of those 
who walk in the path of thy command- 
ments, multiply every Sabbath-day. O 
Lord, give thy word success, that new con- 
verts of all ranks, and all ages, may be daily 
added to the church. Let kings of the earth 
and all people y princes ^ and all judges of the 
earth J young men and maidens ^ old men and 
children,^oia topraisethe name of the Lord. 
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Hear, O mercifiil Lord, our humble sup?- 
plications ; and do Thou, '' who hast brought 
us safdly to the beginning of this day/' be 
pleased to preserve us from all things that 
may be hurtful either to body or soul, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father y ^c. 



MONDAY EVENING. 



That we may live with Eternity in View. 

O Thou Blessed God, by whose good 
providence we are preserved to the close 
of another day, teach us to look forward 
to the end of all things. We are admonished, 
by the silence of the present hour, to stand 
prepared for that night, when the noise of 
this busy world shall be heard no more. 

O let not that awful night •overtake us- 

1 
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before the great buaness of lif^ is done ; 
but since Thou hast in great mercy to our 
souls given us a day qf salvation, let us not 
sleep as do others, but watch and be sober. 

And whatsoever our hand findeth to dOf 
especially in the affairs of life eternal, may 
we have grace to do it, with all our might; 
ever rememberings that there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in 
the grme, whither we are going. 

What great reason have we to be hum- 
bled before Thee, O Lord, for our negli- 
gence in the great work of our salvation ! 
How often doth the day pass, without a 
thought on the subject ! How &intly have 
we thought of it, when it hath occurred to 
our mind : And yet how great an interest 
do we take in the affairs of the present life; 
and how vigorously do we pursue them. 
Forgive, O Lord, this shameful inconsist- 
ency. Well may we hide our heads, when 
we recollect, how careful and troubled we 
are about many things, and yet how little 
engaged about the one thing nee^ul. 
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O Lord, do Thou not only forgive, but 
free us from this inconsistency. Cure uh 
of those desires which grasp at a shadow. 
For what would the world be to us, without 
Thee? Were we to have nothing more 
than its uncertain riches, and its short- 
lived pleasures, we should be poor and 
Wretched. — Thou only, O God> canst make 
us truly blessed. Therefore to Thee da 
we direct bur eyes; and for thy favour 
will we humbly wait at thy footstool. 

« > 

Let us not be numbered with the Tnen qf 
th%9 "World ^ who hat>e their portion in thi^ 
life ; but with those who, cor^emng themr 
selves strangers and pilgrims on earthy are 
seeking a better country. Hhou forgivest 
their iniquities. Thou purifiest their hearts. 
Thou keepest them from the evil tf the world. 
If Thou visitest their offences with the rod, 
yet thy loving-kindness Thou iakest not from 
them. All things are made to work together 
for their good ; and they axe ^lled with all 
joy and peace in believing. O Lord, remem- 
ber tis with thefofoour that Thou bear est unto 
thy people; O visit us^ with thy salvation : 
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that we may seek the good of thy chosen, 
that we may rejoice %n the gladness of 
thy nation, and glory with thine inherit^ 
ance. 

And may the hope of being thus blessed, 
be more to us than all bodily comforts 
and refreshments. We thank Thee, that 
we have a place where to lay our heads after 
the &t]gues of the day. But doubly plea- 
sant are our bodily coQi&rts> when they 
are sweetened by a sense of thy mercy to 
our souls. We have reason to be thankful 
for the hardest bed, on which we can lie 
down at peace with Thee. 

O suffer none of us to let the day con- 
clude, without lifting up a sincere and 
earnest prayer to Thee, for grace to be thus 
jurepared for every circumstance of life» or 
djBath ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, ^c. 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 



For tlie Blessing (f God wpon all our lawfuf 

Undertakings. 



/ 



O LoKD, our God, who mtzkest the 
outgoingi' of tJie morning and evenfng to 
'praise Thee, we draw near to Thee with 'thfe 
offerings of praise and prayer. Bepleased 
to accept' them at our hands, through the 
mediation of our only Lord and Saviou* 
Jesus Christ ; in whose name we are en- 

cburaged to approach Thee, with humlble 
confidence: > 

We' not only enter upon another day; 
but have to thank Thee likewise, tihat w* 
are able to follow our respective vocations : 
For, O Lord, it is owing to thy Bi>e^cy, 
that man goeth forth to his work, and to his 
labour until the evening. To Thee, therefore, 
through whose goodi^ess we are capable of 
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&Q doing this clay> we come and pray that 
we may go to pur several employments; 
mth thy blessing up<m us. 

Enable us so to manage all temporal 
dSSaaxs, as not to be enslaved by them« 
Make us, with respect to the things of this 
life, moderate in our desires ; that we may 
not take so much ba<»>>e<» upon ounelvi 
as to distract our thoughts, and disqualify 
ourselves for the duties and enjoyments of 
reUgion. 

We thank Thee for warning us against 
a greediness of filthy Iticre. And since thy 
word assureth us, that it hath made some 
/all into temptation, and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts which drown 
men in destruction and perdition ; grant, 
O Lord, that in all the transactions of this 
day, we may be preserved from every desire 
which might lead to so sad an end. 

Should difficulties occur in our affiiirs, 
make us willing to suffer any thing rather 
tlian se^ relief by dishonourable means; 



c 2' 
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Nor let us in an hour of difficulty depend 
on human wisdom alone ; but call upon 
Thee in the day of trouble. For, O Lord, 
there is no wisdom like thy wisdom, no 
power like thy power; and, therefore, no 
dependanceso secure from disappointment, 
as that of making Thee our trust. Thy 
providence is our beat security against the 
craftiness, or the violence of widked men. 
Under thy guidance, the simple shall pass 
unhurt, amidst those who seek to mahe him 
their prey. 

We would leave the event of our under* 
takings to Thee; for we kiiow not what we 
ought to desire : Therefore, choose Thou 
far us ; for Thou best knowest what is for 
our good* 

If it please Thee to prosper the work qf 
owt handsy let not prosperity make via forget 
Thee, the Lord our God. If it seem not 
good unto Thee to give success to our 
labours, enable us to say from the heart. 
Thy will be done. O Lord, let not the dis- 
appointment be the occasion of out sinning 
against Thee, and all will be welL 
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Let our hearts and hopes be fixed on 
the good things which Thou hcut prepared 
for those who love Thee ; that our comfort 
and peace may not depend on any of the 
events of this changing world, but on thy 
wise and gracious purposes, which shaU 
stand fast for ever and ever. 

Thou hast not given to thy servants any 
assurance of worldly prosperity ; but Thou 
hast provided for their spiritual and ever- 
lasting welfare. In this mercy may we 
principally rejoice, when in prosperity ; in 
this may we rest, in the hour of adversity ; 
ever thankful for the unsearchable riches 
if Christy and perfectly contented with 
those treasures, which the world can nei* 
ther give nor take away. 

In this true wisdom give us grace, O 
merciful Lord, to improve day by day; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught 
us thus to call upon Thee. 

Our Father J ^c. 
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A Prayer for God's Protection. 

t 

Most Gracious Lord, &om Thee cometk 
"every good and perfect gift* To Thee we 
are indebted for all that maketh the pre- 
sent life comfortable, and all that secureth 
to us the happiness of the life to come. 
With Thee, therefore, would we begin and 
.€nd every day. 

Make us thankful for all the good i/re 
have this day received. How many bless- 
ings, unknown to us at present, may thy 
hand have bestowed! Who but Thyself 
can tell how near we have been to those 
evils, from which we have been preserved ! 

But, O that we were duly thankful for 
our known mercies! Pardon our want of 
thankfulness, and accept our imperfect 
praises for the blessings we have received ; 
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foi they are great and many : and consider*- 
kig the reasons which we have to humble 
ourselves before Thee, they manifest thy 
mef'cy, as well as thy goodness. 

And now to whom can we look for pre-' 
servation this night, but to Him who hath 
kept us during the day ? O Thou Preserver^ 
qf meUf except Thou keep tJie city^ the* 
watchman tvaketh in vain* 

* Nothing but thy providential care over 
HS can secure such frail creatures. Many 
things which may render this a night of 
great distress and trouble, we are utterly 
tihable to prevent. Who but thyself^ O 
God, can guard us from pain, fear, or 
grief; evils which may assault the inhabi- 
tant, while the habitiation is in perfect iie- 
curity! But all things are in thy hand^' 
And when Thou givest quietness^ who then 
can make trouble ? 

To thy care, therefore, O Gracious God, 
we humbly commend ourselves, Meroi- 
fuUy preserve us from the sons of violence. 
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&om (fevotiring flaoies, &om all distroiteiiig 
events, and all wicked beings, bodily or 
i^iritual. 

And O keep us from the greatest of all 
evils. Give us that holy fear of falling 
into sin, for which we have need every, mo- 
ment to pray. O Lord, there is no darkness 
wiih Thee. Let us remember, therelbre, 
that although the secrecy of night be often 
chosen for works of iniquity, the trans- 
gressor pever escapeth thine eye. Thou 
knowest all things, and hatest all iniquity. 
Bless us with an habitual and impressive 
recollection of this; and fill our hearts 
with such love to Thee, as shall cause us 
to abhor that which is evil. 

Let thy blessmg, O Lord, accompany 
every event of this night. Should it be a 
night of trial to any of us, make the trial 
work for our good. If we pass the night 
with comfort, let our waking thoughts be 
those of thankfulness. Let our first in- 
quiry be, what shall we render to the 
Lord? 
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What W6 haye asked for ounebrcs, O 
Lord^ we ask for others* We intreat Thee 
to keep this neighbourhood m peace. We 
commend all our dear Relatives to Thee. 
Guard them from every evil, to which 
either their bodies or their minds may 
be exposed. 

O^Bay we, and may all who are dear to 
us, retire to rest duly sensible of eteiy 
blessing received at thy hands ; and ^espe- 
eially, of that which is the greatest of them 
aU, the gift of a Saviour. 

Blessed, for ever blessed be the Lord, 
for that Redeemer, by whom we are deli- 
vered from the darkness of error,, sin, and 
misery, and are brought to enioy the liirht 
of e^ life. O 4 we follow HiTon 
earth ; that in due time we may be joined 
to those in heaven, who ascribe blessing 
and honour, glory and power, unto Him, who 
sitteth tipon the throne, and unto the Lamb, 
Jar ever and ever. 

Our Father, S^c. 
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For God! 8 Guidance. 



( BLESSED is the man^ O ZdOrdf whiom 
TfumchoMethj cmd earnest to approach unto 
Thee. Vouchsafe unto uis this mercy, we 
humbly beseech Thee*; that we map Jfe sch 
tisfied with the goodness cfthy home, even 
of thy holy temple. 

r - , ' . 

What more^ O Gracious God, can we Asr 
me^thantohaveanameandaplaceinthy^ 
house 9 O let this fiivour be granted unto 
U8« Let not the possessions, the honours^ 
or the pleasures of the world, be the idols 
of our hearts ; but let our desire be, to 
have thy blessing ; for without this, earthly 
abundance is poverty, and honour is an 
empty sound. In the fulness (four S9^ , 
ciency we shall be in straits ; imless Thou 
art our God, and we are thy people^ 

4 
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< And dost Thou, O Lord, condescend to 
qieak as a Father to si^ul dust and (tihes f 
Dost Thou offer to adopt those into thy &- 
mily, whom Thou mightest justly exclude 
firom it ? O may we be duly affected by 
Such grace I Joyfully consenting to the 
teriiKS, on which Thou art willing to re* 
ceive us> may we come to Thee! And 
tieyer^ never may there be in our hearts so 
much as a thought of leaving oUr Fathers 
House. 

Never su£fer< us to give, to another^ that 
honour which is due to Thee alone. How 
often, alas! have we been guilty of this 
folly. Though favoured with the light of 
the Gospel^ we have lived like those who 
worshipped and served the creature more 
them the Creator. But how frequently 
have we had reason to be ashamed ofmr 
hope^ In many instances our idols have 
deceived us. But Thou, O faithful God, 
hast never disappointed the hopes of those 
who made thy word their trust. All thy 
promises, are, in due time, faithfully per-- 
formed ; and in Thee thy people find a safe 
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guide, amidfit intricate paths ; a supporter, 
.when they are faint; sl protector, when as- 
saulted; a cof^orter, when distressed; a 
rqfuge, when pursued. 

Whom then shall we desire to have for 
our guide; and guards but Thee ? L^ad us 
thcai^ blessed Lord^ and give us grace to 
^ow. Too long have we been led astray 
by our own foolish and hurtful lusts ; but 
we see whither they were hurrying us. We 
yield ourselves therefore to thy guidance : 
fearful of taking one step» but as Thou 
leadest us. 

Conducted by Thee, we shall go through 
the day safely, if not pleasantly. We may 
suffer ; but if we be kept from sin, it will 
be a blessed day. We may not be ex- 
einpted from trial ; but if Thou sanctify the 
trial, aU will be weU. And in the evenings 
should we have tp look back upon a day of 
tmapest, we shall have cause to be thank- 
fxjlr that He was with us, whom the winds 
and the sea obey; and through whose help, 
the deep did not swallow us up. 
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* Pity those who are still as $heep going 
mtray ; and grants that they may obey thd 
voice of that Good Shepherd^ who calls 
them into his fold. There only can any 
of us find pasture : there only shall we 
abide in sqfety. Let no one then hear that 
voice in vain. May that Saviour who was 
lifted up from the earthy draw all men unto 
hm; the wise, the mighty, the po<yr ^ 
this worlds the outcasts of Israel, and the 
Gentiles which know not God. 

Let heaven and earth praise our God for 
his many mercies ; but *' especially for his 
** inestimable love in the redemption of 
'* the worlds by our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
^'for the means of grace^ and for the 
*' hope of glory." 



O ^' ^ve us that due sense of all thy 
'^merdes^ that our hearts may be uh- 
'^feignedly thankful, and that we may 
^* show forth thy praise^ not only with our 
^^ lips, but in our lives : by giving up our- 
selves to thy service, and by walking 
before Thee in holiness and righteous- 



u 
ii 



\ 
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'* ness all our days, tlirough Jesus Christ 
** our Lord," who taught us thus to pray, ^ 

Our Father y ^c. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 



On Humility. 

r » 

V 

m 

GrIsat and Holy God, how shall we 
^ome. before Thee ! Thou art the Lord God 
{hBnqwtent : we are but du9t and) ashes. 
Thou art from everlasting to everlasting*: 
we are qf yesterday and know nothing. Our 
mejEuiheSs ajone ^ught to fill us with' humi- 
IHy ia thy pmesmice^ But, O Gracious God; 
these is a still more affeefiiig reason for our 
tbusapproachingThee ;Thouha8t«oicril^i%af 
and brought nsupas tMMren^ und we have 
rebelled against Thee. ^\ We have erred smd 
^\ strayed from thy ways like lost sheep^ and 
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.'^ there is no hefilth in us/' hwd^ Thmi 
hnowiBst our foolishness^ and our sins art 
not hidden from Thee. 

O Thou holy and heart-searching Qod; 
sufier us not to Usten to those deceitfid xea^ 

» 

sonings which would make us think lightly 
of our sins/ What plea can we offinrfor 
pride, liasr impurity, or for anger? What 
shaU we say in lexGuse for hayinglo^ed this 
rain world so much, and Thee, so little 2 
We stand chargeable with these, aiid many 
other offences : and,. O God, presearve uy 
from attCTOtpting to extenuate the evil of 
them. 

Liet us &U into thy gradoos h^nds; ac^ 
knowled^g ouz sins witlx triie oouttriitidii 
of heart, and beseeching Thee to 9how 
mercy to us, on thine own terms. Instead 
of cavilling at the way in which it pleaseth 
Thee to pardob die( guilty; let usmp)^ 
gladly and wa^ thankfuUy apply for tha^ 
fin^Teness, ^\aii\x for, Chrisfa sake TImw^ 
art willing to grant' unto every penitent 
nnixxu. 
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Her^, O Lord, is our only hope. Con- 
scious of many transgressions, and fearfiil 
that unobserved offences may have been 
committed, we flee to the cross of Jesus^ 
and there^ with an eye directed to Him who 
iore cwr ««,. would we finidi this day. 

And we pray, that not only when we 
are kneeling before Thee, but ait all times, 
we may be preserved from thinking cf our^ 
sehes mare h^hly than we ought to think. 
May a just view of ourselves be contitiuany 
present to our minds ; that in sSl our con-^ 
duct towards Thee, O Gk>d, we may act 
like penitent sinners : and that in aU our 
transactions with men, we may behave with 
lowliness and meekness ; as becometh those 
who stand in continual need of thy for* 
giveness. 

And we pray> that no gifts, or talents, 
wMch Thbu mayest have bestowed upon 
us, may render us unmindful of what we 
are in thy sight. What unprq/itahle ser-- 
vants are we, with all the gifts Thou con- 
ferrest on us f But if we have forgotten to 
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employ them to Thy glory, we have reason 
to be filled with shame, instead of being 
lifted up by the possession of them. 

" And now, O Lord, grant unto us the^ 
" spirit to think" as well as to " do always 
" such things as are right C ^ov we know, 
by experience, that we may be lifted up 
with pride, even though convinced that 
we ought to be filled with shame. Do 
Xhou then give imto us a humble mind. 
Preserve us fi*om all confidence in our- 
selves. Let us never forget^ that in the 
Z0ordaka[ie have we either righteousness, or 
strength. 

O Lord^ we commit our bodies and souls 
to thy care, as weak and unworthy crea« 
tures : unable to defend ourselves, and un- 
deserving of thy protection. Accept our 
thanks fov the mercies we have received ; 
and bring us, we humbly beseech Thee, in 
safety to the beginning of another day, 
with a renewed sense of what we owe to 
thy providence aiid grace; through Jesus 

D 



M THURSDAY JIORNING. 

Phrist our ; Lord, who taught us thiis to 
pray, 

I - 

Our Father, ^c. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

' Thai Vie may make the best Use cf Life^ 

Most Gracious and Most Glorious Lordi 
'Who is like unto Thee ! almighty in power, 
and yet abundant in m£rcy : of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity ^ yet long-suffering 
toward offenders I All our endeavours to 
set forth thy glory must be feeble and im^ 
perfect. But thou lookest to the heart ; and 
wilt accept the praises even of weak and 
sinful mortals, who desire to give unto Thee 
the honour due unto thy name. > 

• " ' « 

We would offer up our unfeigned 
thanks to Thee this morning, for aU the 
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blesfflAigs of thg pAst night The sleep 
with which we have been refreshed, the 
ligki of returning day, and health to use 
aand .eiyoy. it, are all Thy gifts^ And shall 
we receive these gifts> and forget to bless- 
the Bountiftd Giver ? Be it far from us, O 
Lord! 

- N 

J < ^ ./ ' I 

I 

. Yet, O .Most Gracious God, we mui^ 
cfifBfess^ that we have often ov^looked thy 
goodness ; and have jbrgQtteii %o devdte 
that life to thy service^ which Thou hast 
ipexeffidly supported. Let our pai^ un- 
thaiikfolneas. be forgiven, and i^anctify us^^ 
ifkhod^yMiuly and tphit ; that henceforth we. 
may !eiii]^oy cmr {k)wers in endeavouring 
tp do thy will : for it is Thou who reneivest 
tb^m front day to day . 

r 

We thank Thee, O Father (^ Mercies ^tot 
ti]^ holy word, which teacheth m^xhdw to 
walk and please Thee cur God. We would 
take it. this day as a hmp unto our feet ? 
acnd do Thoa enal^ us to fdlow its dit^c- 
tiions. with simplicity of he{»^, and to go on 
e»ir..wffffr^mcing. 

b2 
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f We bleSs Th"e6: also for that pattern of 
faith, holiness^ and love, which we behold- 
in the life of our Saviour; and for the, en- 
couragement we have to believe, that 
through Him who st us the example, we 
shall be enabled to copy it. For this grace 
we now look up to Thee. We are apt to 
go astray : but do Thou preserve us, that 
we turn not away from our heavenly guide. 
We are apt to be weary in well-doing;* 
but, through thy help, we ishall persevere. 

Enable us, O Lord, to walk by faith; 
that the objects: of sehse^^may have ho im- 
proper effect on us. Md.y our qffectiofis be> 
set tfpon things above ; that we may neither 
fidl into the ^mir^^ which' lie' in: our way/ 
nor sink imder the burdens we may be 
called to bear. 

1^ . . - • r 

f 

< And, O Lord, let it not be enough for us 
to be Jcept fh>m niispending life, but may: 
we be desirous of improving; it. WhUe we 
have time, \ei\\B endeavour to do good: unto 
all men. If there be any labour of hve for 
us to perform in the course of this day, may 
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we not only willingly undertake it, but be 
glad of the opportunity of imitating Him, 
who Uved and died for us. 

Walking thus/ O Lord, by the light of 
thy holy word, we need not perplex our- 
selves about any thing which may happen 
to us this day. Thine eye is always upon 
those who fear Thee ; and Thou hast pro- 
mised to make all things work together for 
their good. O God, be it unto thy servants 
according to thy toord. 

To thy gracious care we commit our- 
selves, our dear Relatives, and all for whom 
we are bound to pray. We pray that as we 
and they increase in years, both may in- 
crease in. all the fruits of righteousness ; and 
thus becotiae more and more meet to hepar-- 
takers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
whose comprehensive words we further call 
upon Thee, saying, 

Our Father, ^c. 



^ THUB3DAY EVENING. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

JPor Gract to twe to a State of. C<mtmual 

Preparation for Death. 

O Thou who art everwcrtky tti he 
prai^dfor thy goodness, and thy wonderful 
works to the Children cfmen, we come be- 
fore Thee, to thank Thfee for what we have 
received, and to ask for the co^tinuAtioii 
of thy mercies ; for we are always poor and 
needy; a»d, iO^lessed be thy napie ! Thou 
art rich unto aU ivho.tiall upon Thee. 

We thank Thee for our prei^iryatioB by 
day«^ We thank Thee for the season of rest, 
^nd the means of enjojdng this blessing. 
JBnable us^ O Lord, to use all our bodSiy 
cot&forts, with a considerate and devout 
:fauid* Let us not he down on 6ur beds 
like the brutes that perish, but with serious 
reflections and prayer ; remembering, that 
the time is coming when we must lie down 
in the grave. 
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* And^ . seeing that our life is but a nc^huTy 
and \ye know not but that this nightimr. 
souls may be required qfus,0 give us all a 
amoui^ coQfiejr^ io be in a state of ptepara- 
tion lot^mir last hour. We are often more 
attentiiTB^ to things of inferior moment, 
than ^e are to this great duty. W^ secure 
Qur habitations; but we forget our souls !. 
Q for^ve thajt £611y which leads us to tn^e 
thmight only for jbhat which is least worthy 
(xf our Qiinc^m ; and do Thou make us wise, 
unto sedrntiaA. 

Grant (o w repentance unto Itfe ; that we 
may not only be^afraid of the consequences 
pf sin, hut ashamed of its dd&leatent, and 
weary of its burthen. 

% . And inasmuch as the suncerest and 
deepest lepe&tance maketh no satisfa^ion 
for our offences, O what cause have we to 
jbl^is thy holy name, fpr having pfQvided 
.^gi .2ltoi\ing sac^ce for us^ in that Lawk 
S^^jto^ which taJeeth Q/ipay the sin ^ the 
jworld. : Ow that gr^sat (sacrifice which our 

Jdeaptti Xios4 made of himself qji thip, cross. 
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would we ground all our hopes of fdr^ve* 
nesfi. / : ^ 

Ijook^ O Lord, upon the face of thine 
anointed. Blot out all our misdeeds, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ thy Son, whose blood 
clecmsethjrom all sin. Thou hast said; whoh 
soever believeth in him shall be saved; JLord^ 
we believe ; help our unbelief. Enable us^ 
with truly penitent hearts, to commit our 
souls into his hands ; and there/ in peace^ 
may we leave what we entrust to him. 

May we close this day in charity, as well 
as in repentance and faith. We pray Thee 
to forgive all those who may have done^ 
or intended evil to us. Not knpwii^ 
whether we shall ever return to any further 
dealings with mankind, enable us now to 
lie down in peace with all the world. 

O that thus we all may conclude this day ! 
We may then lie down without fear. What- 
ever be the events of the night to others, it 
will be weU with us. Should even the sha-* 
dow of death surround us^ we shall have 
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no cause for alarm : for Thou wilt be with 
us ; our light in darkness^ our life in death. 

We now commend ourselves to Thee^ O 
Lord/, blessing Thee for the privilege of 
being permitted to pray to Thee. We 
humbly entreat Thee to bless all whom we 
ought to remember in our prayers. We 
commend to Thee our dear Relatives at a 
distance from us. We commend also this 
neighbourhood to thy care« 

- 

To Thee, Father of Mercies^ we particu- 
larly commend the children of affliction. 
O be gracious to those who are chastened 
imth pain^ and to those who are wetting 
their couches with their tears, and to those 
whose heclrts are meditating terror. Above 
all. We pray Thee to look down in mercy 
upon departing souls ; and take away the 
bitterness of death, by saying to the trem* 
bhng heart, I am thy salvation. 

Lord, accept and bless us, in and 
through thy dear Son, Jesus Christ, who 
taught us thus to pray. Our Father, S^c. 

3 
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cifur 4^gOS to. man, we pray that thy 
blessing may rest on them. To all the 
Ministers of thy word let such a portion qf 
thf sphii be granted, as shall be suffident 
f<n! the duties to which they are called^ 
Keep, them, we beseech Thee, from the 
€iQnrwptioM that are in. the world; and 
fiupply them with ,such grace, as shall 
gender \h^m burning and shining lights ^ to 

ihe eiid of their course. 

. .- . » - 

We pray Thee, O Lord, to look, in parti- 
cular, upon such as are called to eminent 
stations in thy Church. Direct them in the 
choice of ** persons to serve in the minis* 
try/* Give them all the discernment, and 
aU the zeal, necessary to so important a 
trust ! that no one mTy obtain an office in 
thy house, who is destitute of the gifts and 
^aces which thy service requires. 

* ' ' 

. . • ... 

« ■ *■ 

O preserve thy Church from the intrusion 
of ignorant and ungodly men. Give us, O 
Lord, pastors and teachers after thine own 
heart, who slmUfeed thy people with know^ 
ledge and understandings 
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Give the word, OLcrd, that great may he 
the company of the preachers. Look with 
thy wonted compassion upon this sinful 
world ; and while so many instruments of 
eorrupticm and ruin are permitted to injure 
men, send forth those who have their sal* 
vation at heart, and will lahour for its ac« 
complishment. 

Be graciously pleased to bless every 
part of the earth, with such Pastors. And 
prosper Thou the labours of all such; 
that our adorable Redeemer may see of 
the travail ofhks soul, and be satisfied: and' 
the hands of thy Ministers be strengthened; 
in the blessed work to which they are ap-. 
pointed. 

We pray Thee, O Lord, to be with those 
who are now labouring in the propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. Support 
them under what they may have to sufifer 
in this service. Comfort their hearts. 
And crown their endeavours with that 
success; . which, to a soul devoted * ttf 
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' O Gracious God, letnot one of this fkmily 
he a stranger either to himself or to Thee.. 
May thy Holy Spirit convince every one ^ 
his OWN sin ; that there may not be, in all 
this house, one who is not sensltble of his 
need qf that blessed Pkysicianj who came 
down from heaven to cure the diseases of 
£tke soul, and to rescue us from death eternal. 

Suffer us not, O Divine Teacher, to re- 
main either ignorant, or negUgent, of any 
thing that relateth to our everlasting wel- 
ware ; but especially of that great Salva- 
tion, which Thou hast published in thy 
word, and art still proclaiming by the voice 
lof thy Ministers. O may we know the day 
jof our visitation ; that we may not perish 
jivith the blessed tiding^ of Salvation sounds 
ing in our ears. 

Good Lord, deliver us from all hypocrisy, 
as well as from a hardened conscience. May 
we attend to thy voice with the utmost sim- 
plicity of mind ; and make an entire surren- 
der of ourselves to Thee, Make us watch- 



* • 
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M over our own hearts ; circumspect in all 
our conduct ; and upright in aU our inten- 
tions. Give us grace to make a proper use 
of our time, and of fevery other talent which 
Thou hast entrusted to us. 

We hless thy holy name for all the mer- 
cies of the day past : &nd we humbly im- 
plore thy continued care and protection,; 
to defend us from the evils to which we 
may be exposed this night 

• . • -t 

We pray Thee to have mercy on all men. 
Comfort the afflicted* Enlighteh the mibds 
of those who are m spiritual darkness. And 
may they who are taken captive by Satan, 
be recovered out of his snares. 

We pray Thee to bless the Ministers of 
thy word, and especially Him to whose 
care Thou hast committed us. May it 
please Thee to give success to the labours 
of all who watch for our souls, as they that 
must give eu^count ; and to add to the num- 
ber of such faithful servants, as many as 

£ 
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iThou knowestto be necessary to the welfare 
of the community. 

We intreat Thee to bless all the inha- 
bitants of this parish in which we dwelL 
Bless them, O Lord, in their civil callings, 
and in their families. Above all, we pray 
Thee to blass them in their souls ; that they 
inay live in the fear <f thy holy name, and 
m love and peace one with another* These 
mercies we ask in the name and words of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Our Fatrher, ^. 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 

Fw Crrace to live under a due Seme qfthe 

Hetcieg^God. 

ALMiaHTlr God, who gavest us refirei^- 
ing sleep wfail^ we laid on our beds^ 
and bast Enabled us to rise frond them in 
health, we draw near to Thee with the sa- 
erij^ce of praise and prayer. Like emery 
thing dse that is ours; it is not worthy of 
thy regard ; but deal wil^ thy sermtnts ac^ 
cording to thy mercy ; and for the sake of 
that atoning sacrifioe made by thy blessed 
Son, ihe High Priest cf our prcfessian^ 
let our family worship be acceptable in thy 

How many are there whose cry during 
the night hath been, would God it were 
morning I but tb whom the returmng 
li^t bringeth no relief, and who are now 
saj^Qg, would God it were evening ! Who 
we we, O Lord, that Thou shouldest put a 

£2 
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difference between us and them ? It is not 
for our righteousness, that we have been 
made ta rest in peace, while distress of va- 
rious kinds hath kept many awake* 

- .»''.«■ <•■»•, 

• , , , V » ..... 

And now, O Merciful Lord, while we 
consider how painfuUy the past night hath 
been spent by many; i^all we hot^give 
thanks to Thee, the Giver of life, *of edse, of 
sleep, a^d of every tlung else whJch riiakefeK 
life edmfbrtable ? Yes, Lord, our mice 
sJialt" TJioii JieAr in the rriornifigi '- Wo will 
be^n the day \«dth praise to Him,' whohath 
given to us a night of merey. ; ; ^ 



*> 



And may we riot only speaks but live tb 
thy praise. How many are our obligatimis 
so to live ! How are. they continually in- 
creasing, by the addition of new benefits^! 
What shall we render unto the Lord for all 
his mercies ? " ^ ^ ': \ \ I . 



f.. ; 



. But, O Heavenly Father^ ^eat as ouip 
temporal blessings are; they are far ejc* 
ceeded by what Thou hast done fot <3iur 
souls. Thou hast opened a fountain for our 
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sin and uncleanne9s. Thou hast raised up 
a Deliverer for us. who is mighty to save ^ 
Through the riches of thy grcLce, we have 
ill Christ Jesujs a Priest ^ to make atone- 
ment for our sins ; a Physician^ to heal our 
cLoseases ; a Sh&pherd^ to protect and feed 
lis ; and a Guide, to direct our feet into the 

way of peace, 

■ 

O that the multitude of thy mercies to 119 
may have a due influence on our hearts^ 
our tempers, and oiur conduct. Let the re* 
collection of thy grace. Most Blessed God, 
abide with us through the day, and have a 
holy effect upon oiur minds ; that while our 
hands are employed about the affairs of 
the p^sent life ^r. l^ may not be in- 
properly affected by them. 

. Enable us this, and every day » to tread in 
the footsteps of thy flock. Like Enoch, may 
we waJJc with God, Like David, may we set 
the Lord always bqfore us. Like Moses, may 
we endure as seeing him who is invisible. 
Thus let the day of life be spent; that when 
its evening shall come, we may end our day 
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like Simeon^ and say, Z/ordf, now lei thy 
servant depart in peace. 

FoF grace so to live, and so to die, we 
pray with hope, because Thou hast not 
Ly given to Z> clear precepts, and bright 
examples, but hast likewise promised to 
give thy Holy Spirit to them who ask 
Thee for this favour. Bestow, O Lord, 
this great blessing upon us; that we 
may faithftdly run the way of thy cmnmandr 
tnents. 

And never may we provoke Thee to leave 
us destitute of this divine assistance. For 
it is not the knowledge of our duty that 
will always ensure the practice of it. Every 
precept of thy word, every exanyfde set 
before us, yea, every mercy we have re^ 
ceived, might be disregarded, in an howr 
if temptation. O be present with us, there- 
fore, 6very moment of the day. Hold up 
our goings in thy paths, that ourfootsieps 
dip not. And enable us to be faithful 
unto deathy that we may obtain the crown 
0f Ufe, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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wko hatb instj^cted us to pray to Thee m 
these words. 

Our Faiher, S^c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 
A General Thanksgiving. 

Blessed Lord, '' the Author and 
*' GiT^ cf all good things/' we conclude 
this week with an humble attempt to set 
finrth thy praise. We would take a thank-* 
fill review of thy Providence ; and adore 
the naane of that God, of whose goodness, 
patience, and mercy, we are still living 
witnesses. 

But where, O Lord, shall we begin, ih 
lecounting thy mercies ! By Thee were we 
ft>rmed« Thou wwt our hope when we hanged 
yet on our mother's breast* By Thee have we 
been hoMen wo ever since we were bor%. 
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ftrom' how many evils we have been pre* 
served is best known to Thee, who know^ 
est all things : but we believe, that it is 
through our having obtained hei^ of Thee 
that we continue to this day. 

O Lord, when we consider to what evils 
we are exposed, and how little we have 
sought thy care, what ireason have we to 
be filled with wonder and thankfiilness, 
that we are yet among the living! It is qf 
thy mercies that we are not consumed. 

' Nor have, we J&r. b^ck to go for proof of 
this# A review of this week only will show 
that Thou art long suffering towards us. 
With shame and coitfusion qf face vie ac- 
Jcnowledge, not only that in many things we 
^end ; but that even in our best moments^ 
we have not been pure in thy sight. 

' Yet froiA such unworthy creatures Thou 
wilteondescend to accept praise. Blessed 
be thy name, then, for all the comforts we 
have severally enjoyed. -To Th6e we are 
ilidebted foi^ out health:, our strength, our 
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peace, and oxxt safety. Jf death hatibi not 
come into this house ; if evil tidings hav6 
not heen brought hither ; if disease hath 
been kept away, or removed from us ;.it is 
wholly owing to thy gracious care that we 
have been thus favoured during the past 
days of the week, 
• - 

' And. now we look forward, with plea* 
sure, to the return of thine own day. O may 
we live to see it ! May we rise in health in 
the morning, to attend the service of. thy 
house; thither may we go with willing 
feet ; and there looking round on the. mtd^ 
tifytde qf thy mercies^ may we lift, up the 
voice of unfeigned thankfulness; 



"w . 



There may we bless Thee, with our whole 
heart, for every temporal &vour shown to 
otir family, our kindred, and our country. 
There also may we adore Thee, for the 
richer blessings of Redemption ; for the 
IjCfoe ijf Gody for the Grace qf our Lard 
Jesus Christ, for the (Communion of the 
Holy Ghost, and for all the present and 
everlasting benefits, whiich^ flow to us 

4 
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tikipougk the kindness and hw qf God 9wt 
Saviour. 

Thanks be to Thee, O God of Mercy, 
ton sending thy word to Britain. And 
thanks be to Thee, for castuig our lot in 
a land so blessed with the pure light of the 
GospeL O that we, and all the inhabitants 
cf this fiiYoured country, may duly value 
these blessings- 
Prepare our hearts, O Lord, for the so-^ 
lemnities of public worship. May thy Mi-> 
nisters be assisted in their office* We par-f 
ticuhorly pray for thy Servant who nmist* 
tereth tons in holy things* May he, and all 
thy messengers^ speak the truth %Dith all 
boldness, with plainness of speech, and 
with tenderness of heort. A|id may tlm 
fiiitbful administration of thy word and 
orduiances be blessed to th« salvation d" 
all who attend them> through the Grace of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
taught us thus to prey» 

.Our Father^ i^^c^ 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

Thanksgiving for the Light of the Gospel, 

t 

O THOU that hearest prayer, graciously 
remve the humble petitions of thine un- 
worthy servants. We would glorify thy 
holy name, for having caused the nations 
if>ho once sat in darknesiy to see the light of 
the Gospel. We have great reason, O 
Lord, to praise Thee for this grace ; for our 
fore&thers were gentiles in the flesh, and not 
only aliens Jiram the commonwealth qf Israel, 
but strangers to the covenant of promise ; 
without hope and without God. But through 
the tender mercy of our God, the day-spring 
from on high hath visited us, to guide our 
feet into the way qf peace. 

O that we may be duly sensible of thy 
men^, in showing this way to us : For 
we have no reason to believe that it would 
ever have been known, had it not be^i re<* 
vealed by Thyself. O Lord, the world by 
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wisdom knew Thee not. Adored be thy name, 
Thou hast not left, us to exclaim in wretched 
uncertainty, Wheremth shall we come before 
the Lord? But in thy great mercy Thou 
hast shown w what is good for man : and 
how Thou canst both be ^w^^, and the jv^r 
iifier of him who believeth in Jesus. 

^ « < . 

. And now, O Lord, since, the way of 

peace is revealed, grant that we, and all who 

shall hear thy word this day^ may see the 

ejccellency of that way, and walk in it. De« 

Hver us from all that false wisdom^ which 

leadeth some to account \hepreaching of the 

1}rosSjfoqlishness. Let all corrupt imagines 

tions, and every high thing which exalteth 

itsey^, against the knowledge of God, be cast 

down ; and may every thought be brought 

into. captivity to the obedience if ^ Christ. 

Blessed be thy.name for such pastors and 
teachers as know and love the truth. Be 
with them, O Merciftd Lprd^ according to 
thy gracious promise. Enable them faith-* 
fully and judiciously to point out that way 
of salvation, in which, we may covne witl) 
humble confidence ta the throne qfgrace^ 
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and obtain mercy. And may they preach 
ihy word in the spirit qflMe ; making him; 
who never broke the bruised reed, their 
pattern, as well as their subject. 

^ And while thy servants are publishing the 
glorious truths of the Gospel, O Heavenly 
Father, accompany the word with the in- 
fluence of thy Holy Spirit ; that our under-^ 
sfanding may be opened to understand the 
Scriptures. May the eyes of our mind be en^ 
lightened: that we may hnow what is the hope 
tfthy calling J and what are the riches of ili^ 
glory of thine inheritance in the saints. ' 

t » 

And let not a cold and barren knowledge 
be the only effect produced by Christian 
Instruction. May our hearts be wanned by 
it. Let it awaken in us every devout affec- 
tion ; that we may rejoice in ihe glad tidings 
of salvation^ although humbled at the sight 
of ourselves. May bur faith in Jesus be in- 
creased. May the remembrance of his name 
refinesh our hearts.* May his will be our law ; 
his love our song ; and the hope of seeing 
him in heaven, our principal joy on earth. ' 
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Grant, O Lmd, thatt it may foe thiia V^tlt 
all who h^tr diy word this day» Ms^ all 
vain hopei^ all false views, and all disobe^ 
dience of heart, fall bdbre the truth. 

'We pray Thee to enaUe us t6 warkhip 
Thee in spirit and in truth. May our heairts 
and our lips unite in htmouring Thee. With 
the self-abasement that becometh sinaerSi 
migr we utter our confessions^ our prayers^ 
fuad oiur thanksgivings. In the same spin^ 
may we hear thy word, and perform every 
act of worship in which we engage i^hisf 
day. And graciously vouchsafe^ O Loidt 
to accept our weak and imperfect services ; 
and to grant, as thou seest fit^ what we ask» 
both for ourselves and for others* 

And may thy blessing so attend our 
waiting on Thee, that we may return from 
thy courts with an instructed and ed]fle4 
heart. May we biang sdigion hone tq 
our houses^ that it may be found there, as 
well as in the house of God. So let it be 
with thy servants, O Lord, that we, on «U 
occasions showing forth the holy influence 
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of ihy trat3>» waky at oil taioes fbd ikb hea« 
venly consolationist ; through Jems Chiitt 
our Mediator and Advocate, by whom we 
were taught thus to address Thee; 

, Our Father, ^c. 
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That we may not rest satisfied with a Form 

of Godliness. 

O Thou searcher of the heart, iWtli 
whom the meore service of the lips is of no 
smdl, give unto us a sincere and s»ious 
mind in prayer. Remembering that Thou 
eanst not be deceived by false appearances, 

let us worship Thee in spirit and in truth. 

\ 

Blessed be thy name for those holy 
ovdiiunces, at which we have been present 
to^y. May we highly priee the oppctr^ 
tumty of benefitting by their adminislka* 
tktti* May we attend them with am ^«m« 
plary vegolarity i and trust in Thee to im« 

7 
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part' ti^t: grace 'unto us, by wHch tlieic 
edifying purpose is coniplet^. : /r: . 

May we not only reftd and hear thy 
word, but seriously consider the things 
which it declareth to us. 'May it come 
with power to our heart, convincing us qf 
our sifffulness, and causing iis to implore thy 
mercy, with unfeigned repentance. 

Let JUS not only call ourselves Christians^ 
Ibut be the faithful disciples of Christ ; flee* 
ing to him as our refuge ^ leaning on him 
^19^^;.^?^^^^ Hving upon him daily as 
the bread of life^ learning of him as QUr 
Mastery and fpllowing him as our Guide. 
May we glory in his cross ; and by. it may 
the world be, crucified to us, and we to the^ 
world. ../ 

Xhus, Q Lord of life, quicken, us,, that 
our reli^on may not be a body without spi-* 
ritv May we not only have a name to live, 
but be indeed cdive unto God, through Jesut 
Christ our Lord* For thy word assureth 
us, that although we may understand all 
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mysterieSy and all knowledge, and speak 
with the tongues of men or even of angels; 
if we have not charity, these gifts will profit 
us nothing. 

We earnestly beseech Thee, therefore, 
to add the power of thy grace, to the Ught 
of thy truth ; that we may grow in faith and 
love : and being renewed by thy Holy Spi- 
rit from day to day, we may become more 
and more meet to be partakers of the inhe-- 
ritance €f the saints in light. 

We pray Thee, Most Gracious Father, to 
look in mercy on the Christian world, and 
pour down a spirit of illumination on its 
Churches; that ignorance, pride, and false 
security, may be removed far from them. 
May the simphcity and power of thy Gos- 
pel, as they were seen in its best days, re- 
turn again. Look down, O Lord,jTom heaven 
upon all the Churches, and where Thou 
seest any decay of Christian piety, grant 
such a measure of thy grace, as shall be 
sufficient to produce a greater zeal for thy 
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glory, and a cetwermtion m eveiy respect 
more becoming tike Gofpel qf Christ. 

And may we of this house> partake 
largely of the favour. Stir up every one of 
mto tbediUgeatuse of all those means^ in 
which Thou hast appointed qs to be fowd* 
in wder that we may gri^ m grace. 

Stuffier mme of us, O Lofd^ to rest satis- 
fied with our presait attaBimes^s m reMf 
gion ; but as those v^ho ase fsjt €tomhmjg^ 
perfect, may we all daily press toward the 
mark before us. 

O God of Mescy, pa^diim the toa great 
eoldiiess^ of our hearts in thy service tibaa 
day^ We hafsr^ need mpst eaoiestly ajod 
humbly to intceat thy forgiveness, eyen. on 
aceount of our holiest employments- Andj, 
if eveo^ fcm our/ prayers, snd piiaises we ha^e 
oeed t$^. a$k for^veness, how much moce 
for all om other actioiis ! M^^er not^ there-, 
fere, mto Judgment mtiit £% aeroanU, Q 
J^ord; b»t Iqqk u{k>ii u« and o^c^ ns^ m. 
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^ kelooed iSfcn, q£ whose mediatioa we we 
in ecmtiiiiial need. 

Mere^iilly pioteet us this night from all 
eml^ and grant that we may see the fight of 
another day in peace^ throo^ Jesus Cloist 
oiHrLoid. 
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Thai ibt World may not render Gods 

Word meffeetxud, 

O Godt^ ^ spirits, qf all Jleeh, let every 
day beffin with Thee. We have had the pri- 
rikge rf waiting on Thee in thine hoL 
And we desire to be thankfiil, that we were 
not suffered to waste that tune in idleness^ 
or forbidden pleasure^ which Thou in mercy 
g^est us for the work qf mur salvation* 

But we must likewise implore thy fop- 

F 2 
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giveness; for though we have reason to 
praise Thee for keeping us from profaning 
the Sabbath, yet we may look back with 
shame on the manner in which we performed 
its duties. O how little was there of that 
deep humiliation, with which our confes- 
sions ought to be uttered; — of that fer- 
vency, with which our prayers and praises 
ought to be offered ; — and of that solemn 
attention, with which thy word should be 
heard ! 

Yet, O Gracious God, defective as all 
our services were, we hope and trust, that 
through the merits and intercession of thy 
dear Son, we were accepted in thine ordi- 
nances ; and we bless thy holy name, for 
having given us the opportunity of attend^ 
ingthem. 

But although the day of sacred rest hath 
passed, andwe must nowbe employed in the 
alBPairs of the present life, we are yet in thy 
sight ; and ought to endeavour to approve 
ourselves to Thee, even in the common 
Affairs of life. 
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■ 

We begin, therefore, this part of the week, 
with humbly beseeching Thee to make us 
so mindful of thy continual presence, that 
all our behaviour may serve to show that 

Thou art still in our thoughts. 

» . • . •' 

Defend us, O Lord our God, while we 
are employed about the things of this life, 
from the hurtful influence which they may 
have on our minds. Mercifully regard thy 
frail creatures who have to encounter with 
the cares, the difficulties, the allurements 
of this present world. Let not these things 
overwhelm us, nor make us forgetfiil of 
those blessed truths we so lately heard. 

O Lord, we feel our weakness. We re- 
member how we have been borne away by 
the crowd of temporal affairs that have 
pressed upon us, as soon as the sabbath 
was over. . Before the evening of another 
day hath come, the good impressions that 
had been made upon us by thy word have 
been much effaced. Yea, sometimes, we 
have almost forgotten the peace, the hope, 
and the joy, which we felt in the closet, 
and in the congregation. 
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O let it not be thus with us this day. In 
our most busy hours, let us not lose a sense 
of thy presence. Let the influence of thy 
holy word be forcible and abiding. Having 
heard it, we are now called to show forth 
the effect it should have upon our hearts 
and lives ; O may it be manifest, that we 
are endeavouring to practise, while we ate 
out of thy house, the heavenly lessons 
which we received when we were within it. 

And permit us, Father of Mercies, to peti- 
tion for others, as well as few ourselves. We 
would feel for those thoughtless persons, on 
whom the advantages of the day of rest are 
bestowed in vain. Have mercy on those 
who set at nought all thy counsel; who are 
deaf even to the voice of mercy ; even to the 
voice of Jesus the Mediator, and to the 
blood of ^inkling, which speaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel O Thou, 
who canst enlighten the darkest mind, and 
soften the hardest heart, be merciful to all 
such ; and give them to see and fedL those 
eternal truths, which it will be our sal- 
vation to regard, but our ruin to neglect. 
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Suffer us not to be satisfied with religious 
knowledge. Let us be deeply convinced 
of the impossibility of being happy till our 
hearts are truly reconciled to thy will. 
May we nbt only know th^ truthy bui may 
the truth make us ftee. Break every hond 
if iniquity ; and enable us seriously to con- 
sider, that if but one chain hold us in the 
service of sin, we are still in captivity ; 
though fireed from a thousand errors in 
judgment. 

O Spirit of truth and love, do Thou not 
only enlighten our mind, but warm our 
hearts with holy fire. Make our wills con- 
formable to the Divine Will. Sanctify 
every affection of our hearts. Let all our 
powers conspire to glorify our Creator. 

We ask these blessings in the name of 
that Saviour, who taught us to address 
Thee in these words, 

Our Father, ^c. 
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Thanksgivings for Mercies, Temporal, and 

SpirituaL 

O Lord God, to whom we are in- 
debted for all our enjoyments, graciously 
vouchsafe to hear us, while we acknowledge 
them. From Thee we receive all that 
rendereth the day pleasant, and the night 
peaceful. Thou gavest us the cheering 
light of day, for our necessary employ- 
ments ; and Thou hast now brought on the 
stillness of the night, that we may be at 
rest, and that our wearied nature may be 
refreshed with sleep. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, for the provi- 
sions which Thou hast made for the body : 
but we have greater mercies than these to 
acknowledge. Thou hast provided us with 
the means of walking with God by day, aod 
of lying dawn in peace when our labours are 
over. O that every one of us may be 
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blessed with that knowledge of The6, as a 
God of grace, which thy faithful servants 
enjoy ; and which maketh them humble and 
thankful for the common comforts of life. 

^ We would remember in the use and en- 
joyment of all our bodily comforts, that we 
are siitful creatures; and therefore, that we 
owe the enjoyment of these blessings to the 
riches qf thy grace. Thence, O Lord, 
cometh the health we have enjoyed this day, 
the food with which our table hath been 
spread, the sleep we hope for this night, 
and all that rendereth life comfortable. 

And if for these enjoyments, we are 
bound to sing of thy mercy ^ how much more 
for the richer blessings of that Redemption, 
which we obtain through the blood qf 
Jesus ! O Lord, we have no words that will 
fully express our obligations to Thee for 
these mercies. Here TA(w art exalted above 
all blessing and praise. But we will endea- 
vour to sing thy praise with all our powers ; 
and thy grace shall be the continual sub- 
ject of our thanksgiving. 
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And mm, O Lotd, siiice Tliou art willing 
to bless ^ with spiritual and everlasting 
blessings; may we be inote desirous of 
them^ than of the eomforts of the present 
life. Yea, so may we learn to estimate the 
things that belong to owr pemce, as to count 
fM ^mgshut hs%,fofr Me eUceUemy of the 
knowledge ^ Jesus Christ owt Lord. 

Adored be thy holy Name, that these 
inestimable ben^te aire ofl^red to us^ 
mtkout money mid without price. Adored 
be thy holy NaOie, for declaring that 
Whosoewr will, may take of the water of life 
freely. Encouraged by this gracious invi- 
tation, so suited to outr condition, we come 
to Thee> for these thy greatest mercies. 

Vouchsafe unto us, Most Gracious God, 
the pardon of all our sins. Grant unto us 
the spirit of true repentance. Sanctify u^ in 
body, soul, and spirit. And, if it please Thee, 
may we be favoured with a comfortable 
persuasion of our being in a state of recon^ 
ciliation with Thee ; that our days may be 
brightened by faith and hope ; that in our 
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temporal enjoyments we may have a sense 
of thy goodness; and that we may be pre- 
served from all those distresdng thoughts, 
to which a consciousness of sin rendereth 
us liable. 

And now, O Lord, we humbly implore 
Thee to forgive whatever hath been wrong 
in our b^aviour tins day. Pity and par- 
don us^ O Most Gracious Father, and be 
mercifully pleased still to visit lis with thy 
&vour, and grant us a peaceful and re- 
freshing night. And if we have another 
day given to us, may we ildthfiilly en- 
deavour to walk in obedience to thy holy 
word, through the whole of it. 

These great blessings we beseech Thee 
to grant to us, for the sake of thy dear 
Son, our only Advocate, who conde- 
scended to teach us how to pray. 

Our Fathety S^c. 
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A General Prayer. 



O FATHER of.Merciei, to whom the 
guilty must lookfor pardon, the necessitous 
must seek for supplies, and the sufferer must 
come for support ; we direct our eyes to 
Thee this morning : praying Thee to be about 
our path, as Thou hast been about our bed* 

O Lord, give us that wisdom which is pro- 
Jitable to direct us in our course. Let not 
a deceived heart turn us aside. May we 
hunger and thirst (xfter righteousness ; and 
be ^dways sitting at the feet of that Saviour, 
who hath promised to fulfil these holy 
desires. 

And may we so learn of Him, that our 
prqfiiing may appear unto ally and on every 
occasion. If we are in prosperity, may we 
be sober and thankful. If in adversity, 
enable us to he patient and submissive. If 
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we are threatened with any evil, may we 
look to God as our refuge. If we are called 
to suffer for Christ's sake, may we be thank- 
ful that we do not mffer as evil doers. If 
reproached, may we be meek ; if poor and 
afflicted, may we be contented and resigned. 
Vouchsafe us the aid of thy Holy Spirit^ 
that, in all circumstances, we may show 
what great things thy grace hath done far us. 

Enable us to glorify thy nrnne^ by the ex- 
emplary discharge of social duties. As a 
household, may we looe as brethren. May 
we be ready to hear one another'^ hurdensj 
and so fulfil the law cf Christ. May we 
walk in love, toward all with whom we 
have :any intercourse : neither forgetting^ 
what is due to those who deserve good at 
our hands ; nor failing to show the meekness, 
and gentleness qf Christ toward those who . 
may offend us. 

• • • • # . 

May we not only avoid giving offence 
to others, but be desirous likewise oi doing 
good to them ; ever ready to confer bene- 
fits, whether we ourselves receive them or 




TK TUBSftAY MOKNING. , 

Bofc. Indfine owr betota to ddveae 
tSUiig9, for, O Lojrd, it is. by Uberal thtngM 
thatwe96a»d. Itisnoibyworis qffigiU- 
oasnetniokkA wehmedoms^ butmcor^ng^ 
tb< Hbymerey iic^ we am scmoA. 

Heeor am hmnbtfe re^eds for otbers* «9 
well as foe oiiV8eb«&. Ma; tibe C%«rcA ff 

sound doctrine be heard from her pulpits ; 
hafy' lirins b«r aee» aiajco^ W laemb^s ; 
peace ba witbiii JMst. \vBllfii and snoeeas a** 
temithe kdnwifs of all fih9se:who ace enir 
pl<qnBd.inhfip asnd^e. 

W« pray Tbee,. O lL«ecd».tD ¥i«« liith thy 
fomnic dl plaees of pohJa&ediUBatiieai; and 
espedolly, ttha Uai-Kesalies of this land.. 
May they be nuxseries^ «f piety^ aawdlas- 
of scimcef that they who ace ediK^ted. 
in them may become blessings to their 
country, in the stations to which thy pro- 
Adxlraice may. appaiat them. 

Be gcadDBu^ O Father of Mei3ci0s> t<»> 
sdl yfho am in wwit, q^ any oth^ kind of 

8 
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affictipn. May thek soxrows \amg iJmt 
sins to remembrance. May they i^aembQir 
their sins with true contrition of heart : 
and in the mtdtiiauk of their thmtghti^.m&in 
them, may tbyieotirfaritdei^gkt iAeirdtmb. 

We Iniiiihly intreat Tliee to eriightot 
those who are sitting in darkness. Tm» 
those from the error of their ways^ who 
are going forward in the. broad* road wMch 
leadeth to destruction. Be graciously pleased 
to recover those, who have gone back in the 
Christian course; and may we learn by 
their sad example, to resist the beginnings 
of evil. 

O Lord, strengthen us; uphold us this day 
toith the right hand of thy righteousness ; 
that we may not only be kept from falling, 
but be enabled to advance in holiness. 

We humbly beseech Thee to give thy 
blessing to all our labours. And while our 
hands are engaged in the affairs of this life, 
preserve Thou our hearts from being unduly 
affected by them. Give us grace to follow 
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even our earthly employments, with a hea- 
venly nund. . 

These mercies we humbly ask -in the 
Name of our only Mediator and Advocate, 
Christ Jesus the righteous ; in whose com- 
prehensive words we further address Thee, 
saying. 

Our Father, ^c. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 



For Forgweness. 

« 

O MOST Gracious God, he merc^l to 
us sinners. With such a prayer, doth it 
become &Uen creatures to appear before 
Thee ; and, Blessed, be thy Name ! it is a 
prayer, which, if it come from the heart. 
Thou never wilt reject. 

For though our nature is defiled by sin, 
though we can neither offer any excuse for 
our transgressions, nor make any satisfac- 
tion for them ; there is mercy for us, if we 
seek it in thine own appointed way. Thou 
teachest us to seek for it, through the 
mediation of thy dear Son. To this rer 
source we gladly come. And grant, O 
Lord, that no one may, through pride 
of heart, stumble at that stone which Thou 
hast laid for a foundation. Since we all 
bave need of such an Advocate with Thee 
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as Christ Jems the righteous^ may we all 
commit our cause into his hands; and 
humbly trust, that, for his sake, our sins, 
though many, mil be forgiven. 

But, O Lord, while we rely on his in- 
tercession for the remission of our past 
offences, may w6 ever remember, that He 
came to renew us unto hoRness, as well as to 
take away our guilt. O let us partake 
largely of that grace, which xnaketh the 
pardoned sinner ashamed of his former 
ways, and filleth his heart with the most 
earnest desires of sinning no more. 

We bless Thee, O God of Mercy, for the 
declarations^ so frequently made in thy 
word, of thy willingness to forgive. On 
these declarations may we peacefully, rely ; 
and trus^ in Him who saveth the sbndfrmk 
deaths to be our supports under all infe^ 
rior evils. For although Thou pardonest 
oui" iniquities, it may seem good unto Thee, 
not to exempt us^ from trials. O suffer us 
not, when under them, to cast aumy our 
confidence. Let us listen to thy rebukes^; 
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but enable us still to rely on thy mercy, 
and to derive comfort from thy promises. 

And, masmiKsh as our troubles often 
proceed from bur owil fbUy at negligence, 
iH^ruot «lr> O &&(Ely and teach u» in the 
woff in which Thou tixmide&i Jmw ue to go, 
that Wie may not bring ourselves into cUf* 
fidmll^'i May we alw;^ys ask Ibr thy guid- 
tece, idth smq^city of heart ; and with 
aktrily obey the first ihtimations of thy 
Willi ' 

Let th^e be no Want of teachableness 
in us, with respect to any part of our duty. 
Deliver us from pride, obstinacy, and pre- 
judice. May We be glad to receive instruc- 
timi from ouif Christian Brethren. May 
wd be patient of reproof, and thankful for 

godly counsel. 

I, . 

We bless thy holy Name, for making us 
desirous of thus framing our hopes and 
conduct according to thy holy word. And 
we intreat Thee to have mercy on all those 

g2 
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who may, as yet, be without a concern so 
necessary to their everlasting welfare. 

O Lord, if there be any reason to be- 
lieve that we are not in such a state, it is 
toothy power over our hearts that we must 
ascribe the difference. Let not what Grace 
hath done for us, make us forget what we 
are hy nature ; but calling to mind the 
blessings which we have received this, and 
every day of our lives, and how unworthy 
we are of them all, let us ascribe them to 
their true cause ; and say, Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the 
praise. 

Preserve us this night, O Lord, from all. 
evil ; and may we be raised up from our 
beds in the morning, to praise Thee for 
new mercie? bestowed on us, through the 
intercession of thy dear Son our Lord ; 
who taught us thus to call upon thy name : 

Our Father, ^c. 
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That toe may not be left to ourselves. 

Almighty God, we humbly intreat 
Thee to look in mercy upon us, thy unwor- 
thy creatures, whom Thou hast repeatedly 
preserved from evU. 

We thank Thee for gaarding and refresh- 
ing us during the past night, and for bring- 
ing us safe to the beginning of this day. 
But, O Lord, we stand in need of thy care 
over us still ; for we are too weak to be left 
to ourselves. It was thy hand which raised 
us up from the bed ; and ndw we need that 
hand to lead us all through the day, that 
we may be kept from falling. Hold Thou 
up our goings f that our footsteps slip not. 

Wherever we are, be Thou with us, as 
a God of Grace. Let us do nothing that 
would provoke Thee to depart from us : For 
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then, our light and our strength would he 
gone. O lead us all in that holy path, in 
which thy presence is obtained and en- 
joyed; and whenever we are tempted to 
turn aside from it, preserve us from falling 
into the snare. 

O Thou ICeeper qflwael, who hast ap- 
prized us of the designs and thedeoioes qf 
Satan, suffer us not to be deedved by thojaa. 
Guard every sense, and every feculty of our 
nature ; that they may not become inlets to 
his temptations. Let the fear of our God 
operate powttrfully in our hearts, regulating 
the exercise ^ our ^ sight, our hearing, 
our i^eeeh, and all our- mental as well 
as bodily facilities ; that our enemy may 
not gei an advaktage €f us, through a for- 
bidden use of them. 

And, fbrasmuoh a& pride goeth h^&re a 
faU, enable us to live habitually mindful of 
our weakness : never confiding in our own 
powers, but in thy promised help ; for, O 
Lord, when we are thus weak in ourselves^ 
we are strong. 
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Thus, depending on Ay help, would we 
go foctii Jthii nramkiig. Howevet difficult 
liiednticis of this d^y. mRf be. Thou canal; 
evaisie Uato disoh^ij^them. We are aware 
tfaat:*cijncuiri9ta]uee9r may occur . wlach re* 
qvSieoisttwig faith> great patienc?, iteal^ . or 
sel^^danial; but ihy^aee U a»^§kiientjbr ufi. 
O look upon our spiritual as well as upon 
our temporal wants ; and mske us to know, 
that thy power and mercy are as great as 
our necessltite» 

We humbly beg, O Lord, that we may 
partake of the^'oy^ of thy salvation. Tlumgh 
we see not Jesus with our bodily eyes, yet 
may we love him ; and, believing in him, may 
we rejoice with Joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. But should we be afflicted with 
melancholy thoughts, do Thou support us 
while under the trial; and, whatever we 
suffer during its continuance, make it pro- 
duce a good effect upon us in the eiid. O 
Lord, the pleasures as well as the power of 
religion are thy gifts ; let us look to Thee 
for them, and acknowledge thy mercy in 
the enjoyment of them. 
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Finally, we beseech Thee, to give us 
more and more of thy grace ; that we may 
live more devoted to thy will, that we may 
better employ our time, and our talents, 
and that we may more effectually shofuo 
forth the praises of Him, who hath called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous lights 

4 

Hear, O merciM God, these our humble 
supphcations, made in the name of our 
blessed Mediator and Advocate. 

Our Father, ^c. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. ^ 
For a true CanoerHan qfihe Heart to God. 

O Glorious God, ivhat are we, that we 
should presume to lift up our eyes unto 
Thee ! We have gone astray like lost sheep. 
We have broken thy laws, notwithstanding 
that they are holy, Just, and good. We have 
forgotten the Lord, our Creator, and our 
Beu^&ctor. Yet, there is mercy with Thee : 
the sinner hath an advocate with the Fa- 
ther ; and if he desire to return to God, 
the way is open. 

How justly mightest Thou give us up to 
ourselves. Justly mightest Thou leave us 
without any other help or comfort, than this 
vain and empty world could afford. But 
though sin ahoundeth, thy grace much more 
abaundeth. When we apply to Thee for 
help. Thou dost not send us back to our 
idols, but receivest us graciously : thine anger 
is turned away, and Thou condor test us. 
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And now, O Most Merciful Lord, what 
manner of love is this ? Shall we not be 
fiUed with wonder and thankfulness, for such 
abundant grace ! Praised be that power, 
which tumeth the transgressor's heart. 
Adored be that wisdom, which devised a 
method of salvation, by which he could 
be received again into the favour of his 
Creator. 

O grant that every one of this house may 
partake of this grace. Behold lis as a ramify, 
intreatihg Thee not to leiav^ us to our oyhk 
corrupt inclina^ionis; nor to suffer our heartsr 
to be seduced by the vanishing ptedmr^s ^ 
sin, or by any thing else which this world 
may promise. With Thee is the fountain qf 
life: O lead us to it ; that we, tasting its 

y . , • 

refreshing water, may know by experience 
the happiness of thy service. 

We pray The^ likewise, to keep those of 
us whom Thou hast recovered to tlrfsi^l^^ 
from ever forsaking Thee /ike Fountain ^ 
Living Waters. ITiough we may have b^M 
brought to a deep sense of reU^on, we are 
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yet frail creatures ; and have need if> Uwtoft 
Qndpray. Kecfp us bumble, and airoute^ 
spect, and^iU&aid of fiiUbg iittat^^ 
to which ive may yet be exposed. May 
we'QothaT^ to learn agaiii^ by«ad espe- 
rience^'that forbidden pleasure hatib a'M;]{^s 
kt it be enough foriis^ to have <niee Mt it 
May our sQids refodeto'taste ctf siuM joysi 
veAiembering, that althougli there may bd 
a momentary 'sweetiaesB in tihem^^heylsiK?^ 
bdnnd them' grea^ bitterness, and enduring 
pain: 

We pray Thee to^ inorease iikus a dosir6 
after better pleastiires/ than those of the 
world. Let not thdt huMgeringand thmtmg 
cfter righte&umegMy whieh thy Holy Spirit 
exciteth in the soul, ever abate. And may 
we be so satisfied with the bleaiiings wtlich 
thy word setteth before us, as to feel no 
inordinate desire after other things. 

But Thou hast taught us to be concerned 
for the welfare of others, as well as for that 
of ourselves. We therefore humbly beseech 
Thee, to look, with thy wonted compassion. 
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oii all those who are still as sheep going 
astray y and cause them to return to the 
Shepherd and Bishop qf their Souls. 

We implore thy forgirenessi, O Lord, be- 
fore we retire to rest ; for we stand in con- 
tinual need of it. But although we haVe 
at all times reason thus to humble ourselves 
before Thee, yet Thou art from day today 
pouring down thy blessings upon us; and 
jencouragmg us by thy providential good- 
ness, as well as by the declarations of thy 
word, to commit ourselves to thy care. 
This, O Lord, we now do, in the name of 
that Blessed Savibur, through whose nie* 
diation we hope, unworthy as we aire, to 
find acceptance with Thee. 

Our Fathery ^c. • ' 
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THURSDAY MORNING. 

y ■ 

General Thanksgiving. 

Great and Holy God, when we ap- 
proach Thee with the tribute of praise, we 
would remember, that we can add nothing 
to Thee: But we ought to acknowledge 
thy perfections : and we take pleasure in 
as^^g aU power, wisdom. h.L«», and 
goodness, to Thee, our Gracious Creator. . 

V 

O Thou, who condescendest to receive 
praise from unworthy creatures, be pleased 
to accept our thanksgivings. We thank 
Thep for all thy mercies ; but especially for 
the blessings which Thou hast given to us 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
in whom, Thou hast revealed thyself ricJi 
in mercy to all who call upon Thee. 

. Lordy what is man, that thy beloved Son 
should take upon him the nature, the sins, 
and the sorrows, of this frail worm ! We 
would be thankful for all that he ^d ; [ for 
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the doctrine he taught, the example that he 
set us, and the sacrifice that he made of 
himself for our sakes. We bless iThee for 
his resurrection, for his ascension, for his 
sending downt^e Mob/ Cfhost, and appoint- 
ing a standing ministry in his church. 

And wha*, O Lord, we thatiikfully recount 
these-things, we pray that we may be en- 
abled td^ itos&e such a devout and useful 
ap|)]ica1i^ of them to ourselves, as shall 
Iblfilvthe purposes for which they are made 
known to us. May we draw comfort from 
our Saviour's doctrine. May we copy his 
life, aild live by his death. May We rise 
with him, now in hdUness; and, in due 
time, ascend after him into the world 6f 
glory; And till that blessed hour shall 
come, may we be living a life ^habitual 
faiih in the Son of God, who hoed us, and 
gtwe -himself for us. 

May the name of our God be for ever 
adored, for sending the Gospel qf peace into 
these lands. Blessed be thy name for its 
holy precepts, its instructive examples, and 
its exceeding great and precious promises. 
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We t)iank Thee for the cCtfDf^ttal^le pKM- 
pects which the Holy Sctiptul^ei give of h 
fotiffe state* Let us rftjoioe in the hope 
which all true Christians have, of being mth 

« 

Christ cmd of beholding his glory. M&y we 
foe increasing daily in longing desires after 
this blissfiil state, and endeavour to be'^ 
come more meet for it every day. 

In calling thy mercies to mind, let us not 
forget, that we have many temporal bless- 
ings to acknowledge. Of these comforts, we 
enjoy more than we deserve ; of ady(ctions, 
we SHjSbr less tha& we deserve. Accept 
then, O Most Gracious Lord, our thanks 
for all the health, and strength, and peace, 
enjoyed in this house. And if to these 
temporal comforts, Thou hast added the 
blessing of a sanctified heart, how much 
greater stiU is the debt of gratitude ! 
grant to each of us that prime blessing, 
which teacheth us how to value every 
other fevour. 

And now, O Thou Giver and Preserver of 
all these mercies, we humbly pray Thee to 

8 
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Mess the risiDg generation with thy grace. 
♦[And among them look down in mercy 
upon these children kneeling before Thee.] 
Incline their hearts to ' seek Thee early. 
Keep them from being deceived by the 
world. May they perceive the littleness 
of its great things ; the poverty of what 
appears rich ; and the poison that is mixed 
with many of its pleasures. 

Bless our servants. May they be thank- 
ful, that in thy good Providence they are 
placed in a family which calleth upon thy 
name. And may they so improve this, 
and every other relifidous advanta^^e, as to 
show. Jt they are lithfid serZte of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

May we all endeavour to serve Thee, 
O Lord, in our respective vocations, with 
simplicity and singleness of heart; nei- 
ther slothful in business^ nor overcharge 
ing ourselves with the cares of this world. 
Support us in our Christian course; and 

* The words between the brackets to be omitted) if there 
be na dfildreo present. 
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enable us daily to rejoifie in the prospect 
of that blessed state, in which those .who 

4 

die in the Lord shall rett/rom their laboun. 
Hew us, we humbly beaeedi Tliee, in. the 
words with which thy. blessed Son tau^t 
us to approach the Throne <f Crrace : 

■ '. Our Father, ^. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 
For Ste^astness in ReKgion. 

' How manifold are thy mercies. Most 
vCtood and Gracious God ! Accept, we be- 
seech Thee,, our thanksgivings for all the 
benefits this day received. 

Great and many are the blessings of the 
present life, which thy bountiful hand hftth 
bestowed ; but these are, but a part of thif 
ways of mercy ; to these cpmfoi^ts, Thou hast 
added that inestimable blessing, the light qf 
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^the^ghrimtti GhspeL We tkank Tiioe, G«a- 
toious Lord, far'^e rei^Idtictti of thy meroy 
.in Chxist Jesus ^ Itbrongh whom all our un^ 
fi^fateousness may be forgiven, 'our heaste 
JBanetified, and our minds made to pejmoein 
God.all the dgyleng. 

O may we receive thy war d with all reodi- 
ness of mind, and know it to be the power of 
God to our salvation. May we not only as- 
sent to the truth, bttt be determined by it. 
Never let us be ashamed qf Christ, or of his 
words* Whether condemned or approved 
by men, may we stand fast in the Lord, 
and cleane to 'him with .purpose (f heart. 

€^uard us, \0 Lord, agaoatst Ahesnoret; of 
those 'who lib in went tb deceive. Let no 
&lse light lead ws ^astfay. Let not our 
mifids he corruptedfrom thesmpUeiifwki^ 
is in Christ. 

O pFeserve iib lOce wise from (^at "lotie -^ 
Hhh preMfit «t;0n^/ivkiiebhatlumadesaiite^ 
err'f\p&n thefai^. Do Tkou not only keep 
us stedfastin the profession of the triitii, hat 



SECOND W£EK. fi» 

preserve os IScewiie from the sin jauad misery 
«f a divided heart JKe Thou ever the dfaief 
desire iff mat ^oi^/lr. Let thy losing brndaess 
be heUer to us them Iffie ; and may we be so 
qbwuhnily sad^fied with the goodness (jfthy 
house, as to have .no wish to be any where 
else, nor a single desire for any thing but 
what Thou seest to be good igig us. 

O Jiow mueh do we need the continual 
iiAaenee o{ thy Holy Spirit, to keep uis in 
^ishappy state of mind. We beseech Thee 
to gvve unto u$ 4;his grace, day hy day. 
Grant us the spirit (^ pother, and of love, 
and qf a sound mind. Keep us still de- 
voutly attentive to the great things of thy 
law ; keep alive our concern to be found of 
Christ in peace when he shall come to c£(tl 
us hence ; and stir us up to more diligence 
in that great work of salvation, in which 
it is to be feared that we have never yet 
been so much in earnest as we ought. 

O Lord, we need not declare to Thee 
what we have been this day ; thou kf lowest 

m 

our foolishness t and our faults are not hidden 

H 2 
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from Thee. Thou kriowest how much of 
God, and how much of the world, there 
hath been in our hearts; O that we may 
but know it, and be aifeeted as we ought 
to. be, to perceive that nature is so strong; 
and grace so weak in us ! 



But though small is. the effect of all that 
Thou hast taught us, in comparison of what 
it ought to be, yet Thou continuest still to 
preserve and bless us. This night we con- 
Cess . Qur own unfruitfulness, and thine 
abundant and (Undeserved goodness to us. 
Let us wonder and adore- 

.... 
O God of infinite patience and mercy, 

we commend ourselves, and all for whom 

we are bound to pray, to thy protection 

this night ; beseeching Thee - to forgive us» 

and accept us, for the sake of thy dear; 

Son our Lord ; who instructed us thus to 

pray» 

Our Father^ 8fc^ 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

For Faith and its Fruits. 

O GOD, our Refuge and our Strength, 
by whose providence our natural life is pre- 

ir 

served, and by whose grace we obtain life 
eternal ; look down upon this family, now 
assembled to acknowledge thy gracious 
care over us during the last night, and to 
pray that thy blessing may rest upon us 
all through this day. 

May we lift up our hearts to Thee, in 
faith and hope, as unto One, who will assur- 
edly hear the prayers of those who come 
to Thee in the name of thy dear Son. 
When we ask for blessings, do Thou look 
upon the face of thine anointed, and, for his 
"sake, hear and answer thy servants. 

We bless Thee for the many encouraging 
words which Thou hast uttered for the com- 
fort of penitent minds : O God of hope, Jill 
us with all joy and peace in believing them. 

7 
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O that we may learn to be content with 
whatever state we are in. Let those who 
rule in this house, and those who serve in 
it, obt^n grace- to perform thek respective 
duties with cheerfulness and fidelity. And 
may we live in love one toward another. Let 
thy fear dwell in every heart ; that every 
one may keep his place, and be happy and 
useful in it. 

May it please Thee to have mercy upon 
all men. Give the King thy Judgments, O 
Lord. " Endue thy ministers with righte- 
ousness." Let thy light and thy truth 
spread every where. Preserve the prospe- 
rous frdih forgetting Thee their Gda. Keep 
the afflicted from sinking under thdr bur- 
dens ; aiidmake their trials to work for their 
good. These blessings we ask in th^ name 
of Jesus, our blessed Mediator ; who taught 
us to address Thee in these words^ 

Our Father, ^c. 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 
A Prayer for Magistratet. 

> 

" We praise Thee, O God, we acknow- 
ledge Thee to be the Lord.'* We bless 
Thee for repeated and continued mercies ; 
and we pray, that every renewed instance, 
of thy goodness may lead us to live a more 
humble, holy, and thankful life. 

We would call to remembrance our obli- 
gations to Thee, for appointing our lot in 
a land, in which there are those comforts 
of order and regular government which we 
have this day enjoyed. Since Thou &vour- 
est us with the benefits of this thine (ordi- 
nance, O Lord, may we be thankful for 
them ; and never provoke Thee by our 
sins to withhold these blessings from us. 

Give us grace to render that which 
is due to those whom thou hast set over 
us. Thou hast commanded us to ho- 
hour them, and to pray for them ; suffer 
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And above all, we earnestly beseech Thee 
to save us from that most dangerous of na* 
tional sins, the neglect of the Gospel. O 
pour out upon us such a measure of the 
grace of thine illuminating Spirit, ; as shall 
make the nature and glory of Christianity 
more generally understood. May the truth 
M it is in Jesus be heard from all our pul-^ 
pits. To that name at which every knee, 
shall bow, may honour be paid in courts; 
in senates, in churches, and among all ranks 
and orders of men.. And may the dehbe- 
rations and resolutions of Government, be 
directed to the furtherance of that know- 
ledge and practice, in which our Lord and 
Saviour Christ hath instructed us. 

Let thy blessing attend the labours of all 
those among us who are devoted to Thee 
in the Christian Ministry. Increase the 
number of such as are not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ; and may their lives show 
forth the excellency of their doctrines. 

: . With these favours, we pray Thee to bless 
all the nations of the earth. O send forth. 
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ihtb eyoy part of the world, that holy word 
of thine which teacheth us to fear God, 
to honour the King, to love the Brother-- 
hood, and to render unto all their dues. 

Hear these our humble requests, O God 
of Mercy ; and grant us both protection 
and forgiveness, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Our. Father, ^e. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 



Acknotoledgmgour Uttfrui^lneu. 

. O Tfiou Most Merciful God, under the 
9ha,dow qf, whose wings we have passed the 
night in safety, be pleased to accept the 
thank-offerings with which we begin this 
day; : 
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toe ore y^ ktf\e b^hre Q^d this morning. 
May ^ seriously ^consider ih&t tibie day 
whioh thcAi hast givQn to us, is a dqy of 
probation. Enable us to enter upon it as 
ifuch K End may we earnestly lodk u^ to 
Thee jfor graee^ io wfve Tbee (tceeptably, 
witk neverenoe mid goMyfeaar. 

O Lord, how much doth thy goodness, 
as well as thine authority, oblige us thus 
to live ! But alas ! we are too little a£^t- 
ed by it. If it were not so, the many fa- 
vours we receive from thy hand, would 
lead to a more obedient life ; Time would 
be better spent. Talents better employed, 
the Gospel more honoured, and our hea- 
venly Father more glorified. 

O Ood, io us ifehngeth eof^usion of face ; 
and well is it for us, that to Thee belong mer-^ 
cies ^andJhrgiDeneiSs. We bless Thee for a 
Mediator; fm the blood that clemngethjrmm 
allsm; 4ind£>r the hope whioh we derive 
from tmii uSaviour's e^er Iming to make in^ 
tercessionfor us. Through him would me 
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afjfMxmoh Thee ; humbly hopi^, thait for 
hk Bake, Thioa nvilt foi^ve all ioal: sins. 

4 

But we oome to Thee, not only ifor par*- 
don, but ^so for grace to go ^tnd ^m m 
more. liord, heat this request, witib whidi 
vm he^ the day ; and graaity that mnr 
desires and iendeavouvs aM Hirot^ it» rmy 
eocnespond <with tins prayer. 

CMt US not awctyfrdm thy preKnce, mr 
take thy Holy Spirit from us. Be Thou our 
giode, ior we shall wander from the paths 
^|>oa^e. Leav6 uis tiot to onrselyes ; for 
om frfiqueni Mis hsasre itaught us to fear, 
thai; unless we have thy snppoit, we shall 
not stand. 

OletgrMe st^ietit^to prev^l o^er the 
corFuiption of 'Oor iiatnpe be inyparteA unto 
us« Leave us not witbottt 4lhy ^heip amidst 
evil example, lest we should be (eUavuiy 
with the error of the wicked. And as the 
oraiband ^v^Uaoee lof €im ^pii'ituiil adror- 
ttivy^is gi>eaCt, ^e ^earnestly ^ray that he n)ay 
not be permitted togi^^ ^n advantage ^ tJts. 
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u Fill our souls/ O Lord, with a holy reye* 
rence of thine all-seeing eye ; that we may 
be preserved from every thing offensive in 
thy sight. Give us the wisdom to take 
heed to oursehes, with respect to every 
place, every person, and every things . by 
which wfe may be led ipto evil. Suffer not 
our minds to be deceived ; but above all, 
let not our hearts be hardened. Keep 
back thy servants from all sins ; but espe- 
cially yrom presumptfwus sins. 

• » • • . * ■ 

We are now entering upon the lapt day 
of smother week ; O that it may be the 
best day ! For there is indeed great room 
for improvement; Lord, make us more 
zealous of it ! 

We entreat Thee to assist all thy Minis- 
ters this day; in their endeavours to be 
prepared for the service of the approach- 
iqgSdbbath, 

And may we be seeking to be prepared 
for thy word; not only putting the a£^irs 
of this Ufe in such order to-day, . as shall 
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prevent their interrupting us to-morrow, 
but also looking up to Thee for that prepa- 
ration qf heart, with which we ought to 
attend thine ordinances. 

Hear, Lord, in heaven thy dwelling 
place, and anstver, andforgive, for thy dcat 
Son's sake, who taught us thus to pray : 

Our Father, ^c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 



For the renewing Influence qf Divine 

Grace. 



Let the living praise TTiee, O God ; let 
them sing aloud of thy forbearance and 
long-suffering. We are yet numbered with 
them ; and must ascribe our continued life 
to Thee alone. 



114 SATURDAY EVENING. 

O God, merciful and gracious. Thou art 
not only slow to angers but willing to saTe» 
Hence all our hope. Thy Holy Law we 
have broken ; and can make no atonement 
for our guilt Nor is it an occasional trans-- 
gression only that we have to deplore, but 
a depraved nature. Unless renewed by 
thy Holy Spirit, our understanding, oujt 
wUl, and our affections, are all in disorder. 
We are, alas ! wise to do evil, and active in 
pursuit of the goods of this world ; but 
toward God, we are foolish and disobedient; 
we are dead in trespeisses and sins. 

But life and death are both in thine 
hands. If Thou saf/est to as, Live, thy word 
shall assuredly make us live. O speak then, 
the gracious word ; that we may not m^ely 
be deterred by the fear of punishment 
from the grosser acts of sin ; but delight in 
thy law, and endeavour to please Thee in 
all things. 

And since Thou not only deignest to ac^ 
cept our imperfect service, but ofiferesi 
to admit us into a state of comiiiuaku' with 
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Tfaj^df^ O grant that we inay be thud 
highly &voure(L And never may we pro* 
voke Thee to withdraw this favour, by the 
^owanoe df any unholy temper, or the 
neglect of any duty. Let us be alwayk 
raindftd of thy word ; always obedient tq 
the motions of thy Holy Spirit ; alwayd 

waicMng and praying that ^e may not 

' ' ' '■ « ' < 

enter intd temptation. Thus living, we 

may rejoice that Thou wilt never cast us 

awayjrom thy presence, nor take thy Hfily 

Spvntfrom tis. 

- , . . . . • • 7 

Thou hast conducted us to the cbnclu'' 
sien of another week ; for all the niercies 
of which we desire to be thankful. So teaci 
us to numker our days, that we may apply 
out hearts unto wisdom. Our last week, our 
last day, our last hour, must come : O that 
we may always stand ready for it. ' 

Should we live to enter upon another 
week, let us devoutly remember, that its 
first day is for sacred purposes. So taught 
to consider it, we would meet it, in a fit 
condition for its important duties. Prepari^ 

i2 
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our bodies, by refreshing sleep, to atteiid 
the service of thy house. Prepare our 
hearts, by thy grace, to worship Thee with 
reverence, and to obtain great edification 
from the Ministry of the word. May the 
prospect of a day spent in thy courts,}^ 
ever delightfril to us ; and may we be jwre- 
pared by our attendance there, to join 
that heavenly choir which shall praise Thee 
in the world of glory. 

''•■-• 
These mercies we look for, thi'otigh 
Jesus Christ, our only hope. We have no 
claims to make, nor merit to plead, nor 
even a reason to offer why Thou shouldest 
bestow one good thing upon us, but what 
we derive through the mediation of Him 
who died for our sins. Encouraged by hia 
intercession, we humbly wait for the fiilfil- 
ment of those desires, which He taught us 
to utter at thy footstool. 

Our Father^ ^c. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 



For a Blessing on the Ordinances of Public 

Worship. 

O Lord God, who hast in mercy given 
to us, thine unworthy creatures, another 
Sabbath, be graciously pleased to enable 
us to keep it holy. We bless thy name for 
all the opportunities which this day may 
afford us of obtaining, or increasing m that 
wisdom which isjrom above. Make us all 
sensible of the worth of our souls, that we 
may know how to value the means of grace. 

O Gracious Lord, be pleased to bless the 
assemblies of Christian Worshippers with 
thy presence ; that the services of thy 
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house may be conducted with such order, 
such an impressive sanctity, and such an 
improving influence on the minds of those 
who attend them, as may convince them 
that God is among them of a truths 

O Thou who didst command the light to 
sJdne out qf darkness ^ in mercy shine into 
our liearts; that we may savingly know 
Theey the xmly true God, and Jesus Christ 
^li^tem Thou hast sent 

And may that blessed Saviour, whom 
Tliou hast ordained to be a light to lighten 
the GentileSt bring many out qf darkness 
into his mcn^ellqus light. May He, who^ 
for our sakes, became a 7mm qf sorrows, see 
of the travail qf his soul this day ; and re- 
joice in the recovery of many, who have 
hitherto been as sheep going astray. 

Most Gracious God, we bless Thee for 
frequent opportunities of instruction; for en- 
lightened and faithful Ministers ; for having 
the things which belong unto our peace set 
before us. To these mercies, O Lord, we 

4 
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mtr^at Thee to add the influence of thjf^ 
quickenmg Spirit ; that thy word may be 
still made to humble the proud, to melt the 
hardened, to sanctify the unholy, to can^rt 
the distressed, and to strengthen the faUh 
and piety of them that believe* 

We thank Thee, O God, that w& are not 
deprived, by want of health, of the opportu- 
nity of attending thy house. We pray that 
our souls J as well as o\xr bodies , may be pre- 
pared for the duties of the day. Give us a 
thankful sense of thy Tnercies ; that we may 
]»£aise Thee with the heart as well as the lips. 
Give us a contrite remembrance qfour sins; 
that our confessions may not be mere forms* 
Give us a sense of our entire dependance on, 
Thee ; that our prayers may not be words of 
course, but the humble and earnest requests 
of creatures who know and feel their neces- 
aties. Let us hear thy word with that de- 
vout attention which becometh those who 
have so much to learn, who are so liable 
to err, so prone to deceive themselves, ao4 
sa much in danger . of. being deceived by 
the world* Let us not only receive its 
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instructions, but also taste the comforte 
which it imparteth to the humble hearer. ; 

And we pray, likewise, O Lord, that Thou 
wouldest preserve us from failing in those 
private duties, with which public worship 
should be followed. Let us remember, that 
there is something which must be done in 
retirement. There, by serious meditation, 
by carefully reviewing our past lives, and 
by earnest prayer, may we seek to have our 
hearts established in thy truth. 

• • ^ . . . . . < 

Enable us to make a good use of all the 
opportunities which this day may afford, 
for offices of beneyolence. Suffer us not 
to waste those hours . in frivolous conver- 
sation, whicli may be so much more pro- 
fitably employed, in exercises of devotion, 
or works of charity. 

O Lord let not the Sabbath be a weariness 
to us. Free us from all aversion to holy 
and spiritual employments, and make this ■, 
day a delight to us. May we so enjoy all 
its duties, as to long for that eternal Sab- 
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bath in heaven, for which thy Church on 
earth is waiting. 

O may we become more and more pre- 
pared for that blessed state. Whatever 
knowledge be waiting, whatever Mth, 
whatever strength, impart it to us, O Lord. 
We are poor, but Thou art rich. We are in 
ourselves empty of all good ; but we come 
to Thee, who art the fountain of all good^ 
that we may be suppUed. And fot this w^ 
pray, in the name of our only Lord and 
Saviour, who taught us to call upon Thee 
in these words : 

Out Father y ^c. 
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^^t Public Ttutruction may be made effec- 
tual ie our Salvatum. 

' SuFFEit US not ta come before Thee, O 
Lord, mth a light and trifling mind. 
Though we are permitted to lift up our 
iroiee to Thee, let os remember, that Thau 
art in heaven, and we an earth ; that Thou 
art ghriam in haliness, but that we are 
transgresaars from the womb* 

O let the prayers and praises of a family 
of weak and sinful creatures be heard this 
night. Great and many are the blessings 
which we have received this day ; let our 
souls be fiUed with humility, in recoUectipg 
how utterly unworthy we are of them ; and 
make us thankful for that grace, wHoh 
placeth us under the means of knowing 
how much we stand in need of them. 

O ^ve effect to thy word, which we have 
heard this day ; that we may learn what Thou 



THIRD WEEK. 123 

teachesfr, and not only know the way. of life, 
but walk therein. Take away the carnal 
mind, which it enmity ogaihH God; iheeeil 
heart qfunheli^, whidi leadeth us to depart 
from Thees the deceived heart , which ium^ 
eth us aside ; and the stony heart, which nd-» 
ther dreadeth thy wrath, nor desireth thy 
grace* 

O Lord, let not one of us be destitute of 
that renewed mind which &llen creatures 
need. And put forth thy hand again and 
again to the good work, that we may go on 
to perfection. 

We have great reason to be asham^, O 
Lord, when we reflect on the httle effect 
which the revelation of thy mercy hath had 
uprai us. How little are our hearts im^ 
pressed with the wonders of R^emption ; 
with the love of God in giving Ids Son for 
tis ; with the compassion of that Saviour 
who came down from heaven to die for us I 
What are we, after all that we have heard 
oi the labours, the sorrows, and the pains, 
which he endured for our sakes ! 
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O may thy Holy Sjnrit shed abroad in 

our Aearts moie o{ the love of God than we 

. • • • 

have ever yet felt. May we show ourselves 
to be deeply affected by thy mercies, not 
only by speaking of them, but by present- 
ing.oursekes a living sacrifice to Thee. And 
give us grace^ not only to make this surren- 
der, but to continue faithful to it : let it be 
a perpetual covenant, never to beforgotten. 

Permit us, O Gracious Father, to com- 
mend the necessities and dangers of all our 
fellow-creatures to^ thy mercy. Let the 
light of thy Gospel shine upon those who 
are now sitting in darkness. Look in 
mercy on those who, though not situated in 
heathen lands, are living without Christ, 
without hope, and without God in the world. 
Let all Christian Churches be watered with 
the dew of heaven. Heiar the prayers of- 
fered up this day for all Christian Magis- 
trates ; especially those offered for the King 
whom Thou hast set over us. 

Hear the prayers, likewise, O Lord, which 
we offer up for the afflicted. O look Thou 
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upon those who are destitute of health ; 
upon those who stand in need of one to 
comfort them ; and upon those who have 
not bread to eat. However various our 
i^ants may be. Thou art able to supply 
them aU, without dinunishing thine own 
fulness. May we glorify thy mercy, as 
well as thy power, by believing that Thou 
art willing, . as well as able, to give us the 
things that we need. 

Vouchsafe rest and safety this night, O 
Lord, to us, to our dear relatives, and to 
all this neighbourhood; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. In his name, O 
Thou that hearest prayer, we draw nigh to 
thy throne, and further call upon Thee, in 
thp form with, which his wisdom hath sup* 
pUed us : 

Our Father^ %!C. 



< « 
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« 

TJiat the Influence qf GoSs Word may 

continue. 

Holy and Gracious God, we draw near 
again to the footstool of thy throne : fo» 
our wants are always returning upon us^ 
Blessed be thy Name! Thou art ever 
willing to supply them* - 

We thank Thee for the incrt^ructions of thy 
holy word* L^ us «e<dcon them among the 
greatest blessings of our present state : and 
be daily praying to Thee, tibat €mt wilder^ 
standing moj^be opened to receive them. 

• 

But, O Lord, we want strength as well as 
light. Though we see great objects, we do 
not pursue them so earnestly as we ought. 
We discern substance, and yet reach after 
shadows: for carnal and worldly objects 
too often divert our attention from those 
which are spiritual and heavenly. 
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We, therefore, come to Thee, praying 
that Thou wouldest make that heavenly 
seed which vfaa sown yesteiday productive 
of much fruit* Let not the^j^^ overcome 
the ipirit ; nor ^ the world drive out of our 
hearts the desires which were excited by 
thy word. Let that Saviour who hath 
heen ^identjy set forth befi^te tis, be still 
present to our thoughts. Let Ms habU 
tually remember his cross and passion,, re^ 
joiee in his resurrection and ascension, trust 
in his mediati<m, and tread in his steps^ 
Since we have heard of things which are 
eternal, let us not fix our eyes upon those 
only which are temporal. Nor I&t us /a* 
bMr for the meat wMdi perisheth^ as i£ 
there were nothing else worthy of our de^ 
sir^ ; but may we labour for that tphich en^ 
dtireth unto everlasting Itfe. 

Be withuS) AU-Sufficient God/ while em- 
played in the duties of our respective call- 
iDgs. We look to Thee for ow daily breads 
We lieed also a daily pevtion of graceu 
Youchsafe us tius blessing, we bese^ 
Thee, that we nay neithec be aotrakarged 
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. Cwfi^laimfig of the improper InjLuence > 
which the World hathtmon us. 

Most Good and Gracious God, thy 
patience and mercy toward sinners encou- 
rage us to approach Thee. Unworthy as We 
are of the least of thy mercies^ thy grace 
emboldeneth us to come and ask for the 
continuance of that goodness, which we 
have often so ill requited, and yet so con- 
stantly experience. 

We cannot look back, O Lord, upon any 
of our days, without seeing great cause 'of 
hiimiliation. Even the best of them ^11 
serve to show that we stand in tieed'of 
forgiveness. Though we may have bififen 
kept from openly transgressing thy laws, ||ret 
we see that we must still put our trust en- 
tirely in thy mercy ; for when we inijttfre, 
how our hearts have been affected toward 
God through the day, O how forgetfiil of 
Thee do we lofien find them to have been ! 
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How long shall it continue thus with us ! 
How long shall our minds be so much .en* 
gaged by temporal things, and so little by. 
those which are spiritual ! O Thou who art 
in heaven, look down upon us who are on^ 
earth/ and draw our thoughts and affections 
toward Thyself. Let our hearts be more 
under the influence of religion. Here we 
see many walking in a vain i^hadaw] and 
disquieting themselves in vain ; O Lord^ let 
it not be so with us. 

/ Since our life is but a sofouming here; 
may we pass the time qfit in fear ^ and faith ; 
with circumspection, and with hope. Suffer 
us not to ispend our money for that which is 
not bread, nor our labour for that which sa^ 
tit^^ not. Let us not follow after va^n 
things, nor look for our rest in a changing 
world ; but may we Itmg to see thy goodness, 
O Lord, in the land of the living. Let 
heaven be accounted our home ; and thither 
may our desires be habitually tending. . 

/. We. humbly beseech Thee, in the name 
9^ that Savioik who died for our sms, to 

k2 
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forgive our aptness to be too mucfa affecfed 
by the things of this life; for we cohsid^f 
it not only as one of the sad fruits of oar 
depravity, but as a sign that we have not 
duly improved by the light which Thoii 
hast afforded us. O Lord, it is not only 
fcMTgiveness, but the cure of this evil, foi 
which we would pray. Grant us this mercy 

likewise, for thy dear Son's sake. 

» ... 

"'•••♦■ 
We pray also, that all who nafne the name 
qf Christ may depart from iniquity ^ and 
loalk as children of the light and the day. 
Pour out the grace of thy Holy Spirit on 
them ; that they may adorn the doctrine qf 
God our Saviour by their diligence, pa* 
tience, zeal, and love. O grant that a cold 
and lifeless profession of religion may not 
content men. And if it appear in thyhouse, 
let it not pass unnoticed, nor unreproved; 
by the Ministers of thy word. 

And now, OXord, do Thou who hast been 
gracious to us this day, continue thy mercies 
to us through the night. Let no evil c(yme 
i^igh onr dwellings or the dwelling of .any 
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who are dear to us. We commend to 
thy favour all those for whom it is our 
bounden duty to pray; particularly be- 
seeching Thee to - remember the children 
of afiliction. Enable them' to lift their 
©yes to Thee, /rom whom cometh our help ; 
and from whom cometh, not only present 
assistance, but everlasting consolation^ and 
good hope through* grace. 

O Gracious Father, pity tb0 children of 
this world, who know not how to use pros- 
perity, nor whither to go for SQund com- 
fort when they are in affliction* Send forth 
thy word, and enlighten them that sit in 
darkness ; that they may know how to live, 
and how to die j how to enjoy with safety, 
and suffer with advantage. O let those 
whom Thou hs^st blessed with this wisdom* 
be abuiidantly thankful for it, and live in 
the exercise of it, to the end of their days ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, ^c. . i 



* 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 
Deprecating the Departure cf God from u^ 

O Adorable and Ever-Blessed Ood, 
without whose help man is not only a fee^ 
ble^ but a miserable creature ; look d6wn 
'Upon us this morning, with thy wonted 
compassion. We are weak; but Tfaouari 
Almighty, We Reserve to stxSSa ; but thy 
mercy is as great as thy power. 

> > 

HiEtppy is it for us, that though we have 
destroyed ourselveSj there is help in Thee r 
O enable us to seek for that help. Let not 
pride make m blind to our wants and vireak- 
nesses ; nor despair prevent our applying 
for what thy mercy hath provided for us. 

O Lord, otiT misdeeds testify against us ; 

but thy word declareth, that <i%ere fVyb^ire- 

nesswith Thee. Encouraged by this, we cast 

Vurselves on thy mercy : for; O God of alf 



■* i 
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grace, ' we tfaave /no other [resource. \ To 
wham could we go, if Thou; who alone hast 
the words qf eternal Itfe, shouldest forbid 
Its to approach thy throne ! ^ 

: • Adoired be thy goodness, that this hope-i 
less case is not ours. We therefore. draw 
near to Thee. But we come in the name 
of Him who died for our sins. Hear,^ O 
Father of mercies, the . sinner s Advoit^ate 
in our. behalf; that we may he. accepted 
and blessed in thy beloved Son. . 

4 

O Lord) it is not merely to be saved from 
punishnient that we make our prayer to 
Thee ; we beg not only that thine anger mayi 
be turned away from us, but that we may 
be delivered from. all disaffection of heart 
to thy will and thy ways. 

Remember that ancient promise of thine, 
and fulfil it to us, J will take awcM/ the 
heart qf stone, and give you an heart ^ flesh. 
O he it unto us wear ding to this thy word. 
Take away . from us all that is stupid^ all 
that is dark, all that is hardened ; and give 

10 
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unto MB that wise and holy feax, whiqh wiH 
pmene ns from evil And may this ^:ar 
tiaiisipaaciple be daily aoqtaii^stoengfcK; 
that we may live in hoHnesr, hmniKtyb 
and peace, under all our infirmities, and 
amidst all the temptations with wl^i^b' we 
are surrounded* 

May it please Thee to bless vs in ottr 
fimnl^ intercomse. Unite ofiir hearts t^ 
^hojB, 4xid to one another; Make- us to 
love Thee above all } smcl may we love one 
another for Christ's sake* 

' O be dur defi^ndco* this day; AMti&n^ 
Are naked and open to Tkee. Tho« west 
the snares that may be i^et ibr oQr feet : and 
?Fhou -kriowest all oflr Weakness; Send 
us, therefore, help J¥om ik^ Jioly plaael 
Leave us not, neither forsake us, O God of 
our salvation, but be Thoii, all tBifOUgh the 

day, our strength and shkld. 

* *. 

Aiid grant, O liOrd, not only that we 
may be heptftmifaMifi^, but that we may 
jrofori^ard in thef^atU(^thvmnmmkdm^ts: 



iGrive new vigour to our best desires. Enable 
us to overcome every hindrance, and to go 
from strength to strength^ till dfi Jength we 
are made meet to be partakers qf the inhe^ 

ritance qf the saints in light. ^ 

«• 

Thus do Thou bless aU who call Upon thy 
Name. Let not the children 4^ light be 
leas wise in their generations than the cMlr 
dren ^ihis world; But may their eatneb^ 
ness in religion be puch as becom^^ the 
grandeur and glory of that great prize 
which Thou hast set before tbem# Lord, 
give this wisdom to all those who have it 
not, and increase it in all those whQ have 
received it ; that however it may be with ui 
as to the outward inan^ our better part may; 
amidst all changes, still prosper and be in 
healthy through the continued grace of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; who taught 
us^ when we pray, to use these wwds^: 

Our Father J ^c» 
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A ' General Prayer. - 

O God our Creator and Preserver/ 
"whose goodness is as great as thy power, 
graciously accept the worship of a family, 
which Thou hast this day preserved fronk 
many evils^ and hlessed with many comforts. 

M«iy we be always ready to perform this 
reasonable service. * Suffer us not to forget, 
O Lord, that while we are supported by the 
same h^md which provideth food for all the 
inferior creatures. Thou hast honoured us, 
above them. It is our privilege, to see 
Thee, Our Creator, in the administration of 
thy providence over all things, and in the 
suppty of our daily comforts.^ O let us take 
delight in employing our foculties to the 
honour of thy holy name. 

We would devoutly acknowledge our 
dependance on Thee. We would thank* 
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JUlly declftrd our daily obligations to 
«nd to serve Thefe. And we intreat The6 
to accept ^ur praises, imperfect as they 
are, for the blessings of which we have thia 
day been partakers. 

But, O (xreat God, our necessities lead 

>is to present ourselves before Thee this 

Evening; for we know of no effectual 

'protectimi from danger, but in the care of 

'Divine Providence. Exeept Thou keep the 

city 9 the watchman waketh in vain. Aftei: 

"we ' hkve done all that we ican for buir 

-^ecufity^ there will remain many evils t6 

which we shall be exposed, and j&om which 

Thou alone canst preserve us. To Thee, 

therefore, do we look for our preservation. 



r i 



t -' 
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O Thou, whoseiavour is life, let it be our 
iiri3t concern to obtain that favour, and do 
Thou, in mercy, lead us to seek it in that 
^ way in which it is to be found. Since Thou 
hast expressly declared in thy word, that 
there is no name given under heaven whereby 
u>ecm he savedhvtt that of thy blessed Son, 
suffer us not to disregard this important 
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jtculb. Cet^g Sroitt {Jl vem, confLdeiikce» 
jQUi(jr we.buiM our hope on that foundfitioi^ 
.wliich Thou Thyself hast been pleased to 

or OBJ' ether matter relating to our sal- 
vaition. let ua not lean to our own under^ 
standing; but thankfully use the me£ui$ 
which Thpu hast afforded for our instruct 
X}9n and comfort. May we submit to the 
dictates of thy word, with the simplicity 
of children; and rejoice in it» as a revel^ 
tion adapted to all Uie wants of weak and 
^infill man. 

nity, how great a value should we set upon 
reUgieus knowledge ; how seriously should 
we-consid^, that the present life is the sea** 
ison of obtaining it ! O preserve all p^^ent 
ironr letting; this season pass unimproved ; 
^ in mercy sUy their dep,rt»e heoce. 
till they have - dii^covered the good and the 
right wayi which leadeth to peace and to 
heaven. ' 
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; And enable us t6 9ct fioitably to the. de4 
gi^ of religious knowledge, to which vni 
may attain. Let us not follow that which is 
mil, aftte Thou hast shown to us that which 
is good; but walk in that path ^ioh Thou 
pointest 6ut to us, and continue in it unto 
the end. So shall our lives be holy and 
happy: for Thou, our MercifUl. God, witt 
be with us, to direct, to succour, and to 
bless us, both here and hereafter. Such 
hope have we, through Jesus Christ our 
Siviour ; who taught ua thus to pi*ay, ' 

r 

J 

Our Father, ^c. 
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For true Religion a* agdi>eming Principle, 

O MEit^ciFUL Gop, the gracious Authop 
of our being, and the soujrce of all that nn^ 
dereth it comfortable; we assemble this 
morning, to acknowledge thy care o\w u^ 
duting the last night, and hun:ibly to ask 
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that thy blessing may be upon us 3unng 
the day upon which we have now entered^. 

* • • • -*• 

To Thee, O Lord^ we iare indebted for 
every good^ Ourhealth, our reason, our 
capacities, our friends, our social and do- 
mestic comforts, are all thy gifts. If we 
hare any advantages above others, it . is 
from Thee that we received them. 

Teach us devoutly to consider, what we 
owe to Theft for these gifts. We are ready* 
enough to look for returns of gratitude from 
those whom we have obliged : But O how 
apt are we to Ml into a stupid unmindful- 
ness of our Divine Benefactor ! How often 
do we &il of rendering what is due to Him ! 

How inexcusable is this forgetfrilness ! 
How brutish, to be continually receiving 
benefits, and yet blind to the very hand 
which bestoweth them ! Preserve us, we 
intreat Thee, from such insensibility ; and' 
make us at all times to see thine excellency 9^ 
torbe.thankftd for thy goodness, and de-i^ 
voutly to regard every operation of thy, hand. 
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• We'pray, likewise^ for siieh a sense oC 
thy greatniess and goodness, as shall kindlef 
in us an earnest desire to know more of 
Thee, and to be better informed how we 
may do honour to thy holy name. 

Q Thou who art the " Fountain of all 
wisdom/' and who hast promised to impart 
it to those who sincerely seek for it, 'we be- 
seech Thee to be our instructor ; for there 
is no teaching like thine. And do Thou 
not ' only bless us with a right knowledge 
concerning Hiysejf^ but show us what we 
are^ and what we ought to be ; that we may 
approach Thee with the penitence and hu* 
iQility which become offending creatures. 
May we be thoroughly convinced of the 
necessity of making thy mercy our only 
dependance ; and look for it, through that 
appointed Mediator, to whom thy Holy 
Scriptures direct the eyes of sinful men, as 
. their Advocate with Thee. 

• * 

And grant,^ O Lord, that we may not 

only see where, as sinful creatures, we must 

sb^in, but be deeply concerned likewise to 
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pHisite tine Whole course of ChriBtiari. du- 
ller,: Stoctifjr our hearts ; that We m^y 
findeayouT ta please Thee. Qive lUs gxaea 
to; walk dccordktg to the rule t>f thy wmi, 
in all things. May we of this house be efii 
abled to show that thy Holy Scriptures are 
iiot reid ^uuongst as in vaini. We knov^ not 
5fbat ToAy he£aiXL us this day to inake us 
f^Mtgrt what they t^xsh us : we, therefidre^ 
tieaeeeh Thee so to stcengthen us by thy 
grace, that liothing, however trying/ may 
valise us to depart from their instruction^ 
«f to lose their comforts. 

May we all, in our respective places, act 
as in thy sight ; so shall tliy blessing rei^ 
lipoii thas fiunily : here mercy and trutll mil 
then meet together , and righteouiness and 
peace emir Ace each other* 

We humbly intreat Thee, to kfeep iis tlii« 
day from all evil. Keep likewise, tord, 
all those who are especially dear to us. 
Look with cdmt^a^iou oa those who' are 
timobled in miiid, body, or estate : and 
grvai thlii iheir hearty may be opemd io 

12 
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receive the reproofs and instruciiods of thy 
word ; that while they are stooping under 
the burden of a£3iction, they may experi- 
ence the comforts of rehgion* Remember 
all others for whom we ought to pray ; and 
bless both them and us, with whatever Thou 
knowest to be needful, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord» in whose name and words 
wef fdrtiber address Thee : 

Our Father, ^c. 



a«s 
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For Peace iuith God. 

Almighty and Merciful GoD, Thou 
art the source of all true happiness. From 
Thee might we be continually deriving 
pleasure, peace^ and joy* But "weformke 
Thee J the fountain of living waters ; we 
transgress thy commandments : and then, 
doubts and fears take posses6]0n of our 
souls, asd peace fiies from our hearts. 

L 
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Yet, O Most Good and Gracioas God, 
Thou suppliest sinful man with the means 
of reconciliation with Thee. We adore 
Thee for thy compassion in sending thy he- 
loved Son into the world, to deliver us from 
guilt and condemnation. We were not able 
to repair the breach which sin had made 
between Thee and us ; but Thou hast raised 
up One, who could rndke reconciliation for 
cur iniquities, and thereby restore a friendly 
communication between God and man. 

To this blessed Reconciler help us to 
come, deeply repenting of all our offences ; 

that we may obtain remission of our sins, 

■ 

through his blood. And while we make thy 
word of promise our only ground of hope, 
may we honour thy mercifid declarations, 
by a full confidence in them; believing, 
that Thou art not only able to save, but 
willing also to receive us ii^to thy favour ; 
infinitely as it is above our deserts to be so 
treated. 

And grant, O Lord, that it may be more 
and more evident, that our reliance on thy 



THIRD WEEK, Ui 

word is no vain presumption, but that trud 
and living faith which is wrought in the 
heart by thy Holy Spirit* May we make 
it manifest that our faith is of this kind, by 
increasing in love to Thee, and by the 
&ithful pejrformance of every duty which 
we owe to one another. 

Suffer us not, Lord, to gi^ow remiss in 
these things ; for if we do, we cannot ex*< 
pect to enjoy thy consolations^ And if of^r 
offences be visited tvitk the rod, grant that 
the chastening may yield the peaceable 
fruits qf righteousness. 

« 

If any of us are noW saying peace to our-* 
selves, when there is no ground fox peace^ 
O put an end to the delusion^ Let there 
not he joy and gladness, when thou art caU* 
ing to weeping and mourning : Rather let 
us go sorrowing all our days with a tender 
coniScience, than be buoyed Up with the 
imw«rrantea joys of careless and presump- 
tuoufi souls< 

Everlasting thanks h6 rendeited to Th^e, 

L 2 
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for that Holy Woid of thbe, which show- 
eth us the cause of our miseries^ and the 
source of real happiness. We rejoice that 
it is, preached among us ; O give effect to 
it^ that the ey^s of men may be enlightened 
with just views of eternal things, and their 
hearts made to rejoice in thy sahxdi&n* 

. Let not thine awful denunciations against 
sin be disregarded ; but may they awaken 
all who are exposed to them, to serious conr 
sideration of their danger. And we ear- 
nestly pray, that nope who are brought to 
a sense of their sins, may either be driven 
to despair, or quieted by delusive views* 
O let peace in due time visit the troubled 
breast: But let it be that peace which is 
founded on thy word ; and which none can 
enjoy, but those who tarn to Tkefi with 
their whole heart. 

And that we may be preserved both 
from unreasonable fears, and presumptuous 
hopes, give us grace to meditate in thy law, 
day and night, and to pray without ceasing, 
that every truth of thy word may dfeota- 
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ally influence our hearts and lives; that 
being well grounded in the doctrines of 
truth, and walking in thy fear firom day to 
day, we may feel a holy and substantial 
jo; mc»»^.g in us, the Lamr we dmw t. 
the end of our course. * 

Forgive, O MerciM God, all the sins of 
this day. Accept our thanks for allLour 
blesaings ; and continue thine undeserv^ 
goodness to us this night, for the sake of 
Jesus; Christ our Mediator and Advocate ; 
iBfitructed by whom, we thus conclude 
our humble auppUcations : 

« 

Our Father y ^c. 
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For Grace to he Followers of those who 
through Faith and Patience ha/oe entered 
into eternal ResU 

O Thou Ever-Blessed God, who art 
righteous in all thy ways^ and holy in all ihy 
works, teach us, under all circumstances, to 
honour thy Providence and Grace. When 
we are full, let ns not forget the Lord ofith 
God. When our het^t is overwhelmed, lead 
us to thyself, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all confort. 

Thou canst make our greatest sufferings 
beneficial to us. Thou knowest how to 
inake poverty a blessing ; Thou canst give us 
reason to be thankful for pains and sick* 
ness; and from deaths Thou art able to 
take aw^y all that is dreadM« How many 
of thy servants, O Lord, hast Thou thus 
favoured ! accompanying them in the dark 
vaUey, {tnd enabling them to pass through 
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it, fetning no evil. O praised be the name 
of our God, who taketh away the sting qf 
death, and giveth to his dying servants, a 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Whenever we hear of these things, (and 
especiaUy when we ourselves are witnesses 
of them) let us not fail to learn the im- 
portant lessons in which they instruct us. 
Thou teachest us hereby, the value of a 
good hope through grace; for we see what a 
rtjfage Thou art in the day of trouble, to 
those who trust in Thee. And shall we see 
this, without reflection and porayer ? O 
Lord, whenever we see, or hear of, a dying 
saint rejoicing in thy scdvation, let each of 
us say with ardent desire, Bless me ; even 
me also, O nny Father. 

And when Thou art pleased to call those 
hence who are dear to us, give us grace to 
surrender them up to Thee, in a right 
spirit. Let not our grief for the loss of 
even the excellent of the earth exceed its 
due bounds. Enable us to give thanks to 
Thee, for not having taken them away from 
us sooner. Instead of employipg our 
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thoughtfii en the loss of their company, Lst 
lis ^mpLoy them on the examples the j have 
left us. Let us remember, how they showed 
MS the wa^^pe€U^. Let us r^inember, how 
Thou didst strengthen them to resist the 
influence of general wickedness. Let us not 
forget the patienee Thou gavest them in 
suffering, and the composure with which 
they were blessed in death. And by the 
recollection of these things, may we be en- 
courage and excited to pray for th^t grae0 
which 7»ade them what they were. 

O.let^us be partakers with ^o^ewhom 
^hou ka^t sei apaa^tfot thyself. Shed upon 
us that light, with which Thou hast blessed 
them^ Rraiew our souls^ as Thou hast re^ 
newed theirs. Give us that repentance to- 
ward God, that faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that love to God and man, which 
Thou hast wrought in their hearts ; that we, 
walking as they walk^ may find God with 
us, as he hath ever been with his servants^, 
a liglU, a glory, and a defence. 

Lbok in mercy^ O Lord, upon all in this 
hodse, and suffer, not the eyes of any one to 
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be dazzled with the fidse glory o£ this pe- 
rishable world* *[Look, especially, on the 
younger branches .of this femily, and let 
not their inexperienced minds be led away 
by the deceitful appearances of present 
things. Give them grace to seek Thee early, 
that they may be glad and r^oice all their 
days. O that Jrom this time, they may 
each one cry unto Thee, My Father! Thou 
art the guide qf my youth.'] 

Teach us, O Lord, by every instance of 
human mortality, to cease from man, and to 
fix our dependance on Him who sayeth to 
his Church, Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end qfthe world. What though our 
tender Parents die ; what though the Friend 
who is as our own soul^ or the Pastor by whose 
care and labours we have been edified, be 
taken firom us ; Jesus ever liveth ; and he 
ever lipeth to make intercession for us. O 
that every stroke which separateth the crea- 
ture from us, may serve to unite us more 
closely to the Creator! On Him may we live. 

* The part within the brackets to be omitted, if there be 
iM young persons in the family. 
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To whom shall the Widow, or the Orphan 
look, but to Him who is the same yesterday ^ 
to-day, and for ever; and who is able to 
make all things work together for our good f 

Gracious Lord, let us not look only on 
the things which are temporal : but on those 
also which are eternal : and let the things 
of eternity have the greatest influence on 
us* On all occasions, may we remember 
that the time is shorty and that it becometh 
us to weep as though we toept not; and to 
rejoice as though we rejoiced not. Let not 
our hearts be improperly affected, nor our 
attention be called off from the great busi* 

ness of life, by any of the events of the pre- 

• ■ ■ • 

sent state. May we daily remember, that 
our Lord is coming ; and like faithful, dili- 
gent, and happy servants, may we gird up 
the loins of our mind, he sober, and hope to 
the end, for the grace that is to be brought 
unto us at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Ameti. 

Our Father, ^c. 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 
A Prayer for Growth in Grace. 

Help us to draw near to Thee, O Thou 
Searcher tf the heart, with reverence and 
go^lyfeoir. Though we are permitted to 
approach thy throne, let us not forget how 
utterly unworthy we are of this favour ; and 
when we address ourselves to Thee, let us 
not only utter the penitent sinner s lan- 
guage, but feel likewise his contrite heart. 

How ought we to hlmh and he ashamed 
to l}ft up ofur faces unto Thee, O Most Holy 
God! Day after day bringeth some new 
proof of thy goodness, and layeth upon us 
some new obligation to Iwe and serve Thees 
but we still remain weak and sinful crea* 
^ures : producing but few and feeble signs 
of zeal in thy service, or love to thy name^ 

O Thou Good Physician of the soul, look 
upon our disordered nature. Canst not 
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Thou strengthen that wljich is weak, and 
heai that which is diseased ? We believe, O 
Lord, that Thou art not only able, but 
williag U>Jill tis with all spiritual blessings. 
But we fail in seeking to Thee fi^ these 
things. We know that we stand in need of 
them; but we have too Httle oiXhskthun- 
gering and thirsting qftet them, which we 
ought to feel. 

O ^strengthen our better desires ; ix they 
are too languid. Make u^feroeni in spirtti 
serving the Lord. Let us not forget kom 
much w€i have to do, and haw little there 
may be left of Ufe. Suffer none of us to 
shorten the time which Thou hast given us 
for the work of salvation, by making it late 
ere we begin; and when we begin, O let 
us not bie slotf^ul in that worik, but pursue 
it with great earnestness. 

And grant, O Lord, that those who have 
begun to live to Thee, may be preserved firom 
over-rating their attainments in religion. 
Let u6 not be insensible of what there may 
be still wanting in us. Show us how much 
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there may be yet to subdue, to bring down, 
or to cast out. May we know where we 
stand; that we may he filled with shame 
at perceiving how little progress we have 
madCf and be excited to greater diligence. 

Guard ns, O Almighty Defender, from 
the influ^ice of eyery thing that may bring 
on any indifference of heart toi^ard Thee« 
Preserve us from all corrupt principles. 
Keep us from engaging in any ensnaring 
employment. Let us not follow any customs, 
nor be led into any connections, which 
may deprive us of that simplicity and 
earnestness, with which a Christian should 
follow his Lord and Saviour, 

Blessed be thy name for all the enjoy* 
ments of this day. To Thee, Gracious Lord, 
We lok>k for preservation tins night. Let the 
blood of Jesus Christ detmse us from atl our 
sins; and the Spirit of God work in our 
heartsr a true repentance of every unholy 
thought, word, and action. May all who 
are dear to us, lie down on their beds 
with these desires. We commend ^1 the 

4 
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children of men to Thee, O God of grace^ 
beseeching Thee, to su{^ly tibeir several 
wants ; but especially, their spiritual wants< 
O that thy way may he known upon earth, 
and thy sa/ving health among all natioM. 

Hear lis, we beseech Thee, Most Merciful 
Lord, in these our humble requests, which 
we conclude in the words in which our 
Saviour tau^t us to address Thee : 

Our Father^ ^c. 



■■■ > i 
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That we Tnay inwove by wluU we are 
taugJU in the Sufferings of Christ. 

OLORB, thyjtidgments are unsenMreh- 
able, and thy ways past Ending out ! Some-' 
thing we know of Thee : but it is because 
Thou hast revealed thyself to man* Thou 



I 



THIRD WEEK. 159 

seest his ignorance^ and in compassion to 
his soul. Thou instructest him; that he 
may savingly know that God with wham 
he hatii to do. 

Yet who can comprehend all thy ways ? 
Nor are thy ways of mercy the least of 
those wonders which ought to fill lis with 
devout admiration. O what is man that 
Thou shouldest be minc^l qf him ! Seeing 
we forsook thy covenant, and like sheep went 
astray from Thee, why were we not left to 
heJiUed with our own wretched devices ! 

O Lord, we are not able to express the 
greatness of that mercy which Thou hast 
displayed in the redemption of man. May 
we be deeply affected with the Riches qfthy 
grace ; that our hearts may adore Thee^ 
though our lips cannot show forth the hal^ 
nor the thousandth part of thy praise. 

Thou hast opened a Door qf hope to 
us> through the sufferings and death of thy 
dear Son. Give us a due sense of what we 
owe to Thee for t^iis grace; and let the 
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name of that Saviour, who endured so mueh 
for Us, be ever dear to us. Fk it deeply 
in our Inemoryi that, whatever else we 
forget, we may always remember^ with de* 
vout affection, the great love wherewith He 

And while we thankfully embrace the 
benefits of his death, let our souls be 
deeply hnpressed with the hei&ouaness of 
sin ; so awiUlly shown as it H in the ^aacri*' 
fice of thy dear Son for its expiaiioai. 

We further pray, that the contemplation 

r 

of a Saviour offering himself up for our 
tedemption, may have its propcer e&ct 
upon us, with respect to this ivoorld* Ihfeiy 
it raise our minds above the shadows and 
trifles, on which we are too apt to em^ 
ploy thetn; and fix them m(n?e on that 
glorious kingdom, now '^ opened to aU be^ 
lievers." 

Incline our hearts; O Lord, to practise 
that lote to our iteighboury vAsa/Sk yre are 
tauglit at (^e foot of the crostek Ever ie> 
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attemberin^ that the Good Shepherd iaid 
down bis Hfefor^ the sheep, let us never skiit 
vp our bowels, qf^ compassioti ajgmnsty our 
brother. Let thine HQly Spirit implant in 
us: that, mind that wm in Christ ; . that we 
iDfiy laeeone another ^ with a pure heart fer^ 
vendy^ and ever account it niore blessed to 
give than to receive. 

f 

* . * ,/ • - - 

And since Thou has6 not withheld ikihe 
^nly Son from ns, let us not refuse to sur- 
TOnder any thing which Thou mayestx^all 
jud to resign. If Thou takestaixmfj let u$ 
xemember what Thou hast given. . 

» - - * 

" . Let us learn, by the meek example <>( d. 
persecuted Master^ to suffer with patience, 
whenever we have to taste of the dup of 
affliction. Let the remembrance of our sins, 
and ^<mr Saviour, silence all complaiiits; 
and may we be. principally concerned to 
BhoWy how He who patiently bore his own 
cross, hath taught us to carry ours^ ' 

• r 

And we pray, that not only we, but that 
others also may look to a crucified Saviour 

M 
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foretenlalU^ Since our Lord hath beeoai 
itfteel up, may all men be drawn to him. Let 
Ilia Gospel be published in every nation ; 
that there may be great joy in every part 
q£ fixe wwld. '^ Give him, O Father, the 
hmthen far hi^ inkerifafUie, and th^ uUeoh- 
most parts qf the eaar&fsr his possession. 

ft , « • . 

And may that precious blood which was 
shed for the remission of sins, plead for the 
jMBdan of Aose crimes with whidr the 
Christiaii name hath been disgraced. For^ 
give the sins by which the doctrine of a 
holy and benevolenli Saviour hatkbeen mis*- 
represented to heathen nations. And grant, 
that none of us may ever lave to atower 
iB>r oauaing the wtan/t of truth to be evH 
^ohenqf* 

Help us to live this, md every day, in 
the comforting and sanctif^fittg hope ^f see* 
li^ our Saviour in his heavenly kiiigdoiak 
O let the glorious hour come, whm We shall 
behold that head which was once pierced 
with thorns, adorned with manif croons, 
hei us be (K>n1aaniaUy advandaig toward a 

2 
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ttieetiiess for this blessed state, through 
Jesus Christ 6ur Lord. 

Our Father, ^c. 



'^nr '"^'-"' " 
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Thdnffing Gonfar Hope. 



O'BtiEssEd God, how wonderful is thy 
eondesceiision, in permitting us to call upon 
thy name f How great is thy mercy, in tell- 
ing us to cast our burdens upon Thee! 
Many of them are such as we hslte brought 
upon ourselves, through our sinfulness ; and 
we deserve to feel the whole weight of 
them: yet such is thy compassion, that 
Thou offerest to support us, and sustainest 
US when we are fainting. 

m2 
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* ■ 

O how blessed are they who hflve Theefm 
their help ! Grant that every one of this 
&mily may know what that blessedness is« 
For ere long, O God, we shall all be sen- 
sible, that there is nothing truly desirable 
but the good of thy chosen. In a little time> 
all worldly objects will vanish. Wealth, 
and pleasure, and art, and science, will be 
no more : and they who live and die re- 
gardless of thy gracious counsel will fall 
with them. But the godly man Thou host 
set a/part far Thyself Thou \\Si&t formed 
thy people for Thyself: and to all eternity, 
they shall shew forth thy praise ! O let us 
have our portion with them I 

But whejice do we derive encourage- 
ment to expect, that this desire will be 
granted ? O Lord, if we have a good hcpe^ 
it is through grace that we have it. Hadst 
not Thou given to us a Saviour to make re- 
concilidtionfor iniquity, we should have had 
no ground of hope* Were not thy Holy 
Spirit tq sanctify the heart, we should be 
desirous ojT nothing better than what this 
world may afford. (We obtain no s|)iritual 
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comfort by oiir own power, but by thine 
abundant mercy. We therefore bless the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath begotten tistoa lively hope^ through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. 

We would thank Thee, O Lord, for the 
present supports, as well as for the future 
prospects, which thy word affordeth us. 
Thou art God all-stfifficient ; and they who 
love thy name may rejoice therein, in the 
darkest times, and in the greatest difficul* 
ties. Let that be our happy case. Enable 
us to give ourselves to Thee ; and do Thou 
fill us with all joy and pea^e in believing. 
May we so abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, that when out- 
ward things appear to be against us, we may 
encourage ourselves in the Lord our Gon. 
And if a day of tr3dng visitation come, may 
we glorify Thee in it. Let it be seen, that 
there is a light that reacheth us in this dark 
world— that we have a refuge to flee to,, 
and a support to lean upon. 
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Both in prosperity «^nd adversity, may 
we show what it is to hate passed fro^ 
death unto Ijfe. May we commend thjr 
good wayg to men, not hy words only, but 
by purenesSy hy knowledge^ hy the Holy 
Ghost J by love unfeigned^ by the armour qf 
righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left. 

But, O Lord, wq cannot call these duties 
to mind, without recollecting how ofteu we 
fail in them. We would acknowledge th^ 
offence with godly sorrow, an^ earnestly 
intreat Thee not to leayo m to ourselyes ; 
lest we should again fall into the things of 
which we accuse ourselves. Be continually 

* 

present with the help of thy grace; that 
our attention to duty in future may be 
increased, by the penitent recollection of 
past remissness. 

With many thanks for the mercies of tlus 
day, we now commend ourselves, our dear 
relatives, and all our neighbours, to thy 
protection. O God of Mercy, support the 
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weak, loomfort the distressed,^ and supply 
the wants of aU, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Our Father, S^. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

« « 

A General Prayer. 

» 

O Almi«}Ht¥ God, the Authbr of oxxx 
being, the Father of our spirits, the Source 
of ail our comforts ; in Vbhose hand is power 
and might, from whose compassion we de« 
rive the hope of salvation, and to whose 
Throne we have access, through the me- 
diatioh of thy blessed Son; we have again 
to praise Thee for that goodness, which 
every day calleth upon us fbr a thankfiiF 
heart, and encourageth a humble trust in 
Thee. 

* 

O that all our condiu^t this day may be 
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^expressive of a deep sense of it. Nor suffer 
us t6 forget, how utterly unworthy me are 
of its various benefits. 

And seeing that it has extended so far, 
as even to provide a remedy for our sinful- 
ness ; giving us a Saviour to atone for our 
transgressions, and grace, if we earnestly 
seek it, to purify our hearts ; let the consi- 
deration of its abipidance, iiUu9 with con- 
tinual thankfulness. Enable us, while we 
are going about the duties of our calling, 
to rejoice in what thy goodness hath already 
done for us, $nd what it ifUl continue to 
do for us, to all eternity, if we follow the 
directions of thy holy word, ijx waiting for 
its further; communicatioqs. 

. We humbly pray Thee, O Lord, to be our 
defender this day from every evil to which 
we* are liable. But above all, we would im^ 
plore thy help against whatever may tempt 
us tp sin against Thee« Keep us not only 
from gross offences, but from whatever may 
in any degree be unbecoming the Gospel 
(^ Ch'ist. We: pray that on e Very Qccaajon 
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of exdx^ising a Christian spirit, Wig. oiay 
prore^ jthat Thou hast blessed vhb wHh this 
grace. 



I * 1 



Guide us in all our concerns. Prepare 
us for whatever may come upon us. Ena- 
ble us to view thy hand, in every com- 
fort bestowed on us; and to submit to 
thy will, in every trial Thou permittest to 
befall us. 

And let us follow the direction of thy 
holy word, by caring for others as well as 
for ourselves. Give us such a sympathy 
with those who suffer, as may make us 
ready to help them to the utmost of our 
power. Pour into our hearts charity, to 
cover the multitude (^faults; zeal, tp. la- 
bour for the good of others ; and humility, 
to feel, when we have done aU, that it 
beareth little proportion to what hath been 
done fqr ourselves, by Him who loved U9, 
and gave himse^for us. 

Hear us, O gracious Lord, now corn- 
wending .ourselves, and ail who axe near 
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and dear to us, to thy blessing, through 
Je8U8 Christ cmr Mediator and Redeemer, 
who taught us thus to pray. 

Our Father y ^c. 






SATURDAY EVENINGw 



Tlmnhtgiving for Health. 



\ 



Thus &r, O Thou Gracious Presenter ijf 
men, hast Thou brought us. We w«ild 
look back on the past days of this week^ 
with thankfulness for the various mercies 
received at thy hands ; among which, we 
would now particularly call to mind, the 
sweet enjoyment of health* 

We are not only mmdeffuUy made, but 
wonderfully preserved. Sickness is on 
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hand; and yet, we escape. Death 
Cometh near to us ; but toncheth us not^ 
O Lord, it is to thy good providtence, that 
we must ascribe our safety amidst these 
dangers. 

Grant, O God, that such of this &mily 
as have been thus favoured this week, may 
be duly sensible of what they owe to Thee 
for the blessing. And to those whose 
health hath been interrupted, as well as to 
those who feel themselves liable to sick- 
ness, give thy heavenly grace ; that what 
they feel or fear from this caiBie, may have 
a good effect on their soul. 

Teach us, when we feel our infirmities, to 
receive Wtruction from themt May they 
lead us to consider, that there is an ap^ 
pointed time to num upon earth. May thk 
consideration excite via to do whatMener 
our hand Jindeth to do, with all our might. 
And since there remaineth a rest far thy 
people, O grant that every thing which makr 
eth us feel how frail we are, may cause us to 
turn our eyes to that Heavenly Canaan. 
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; We bless Thee, that we have heard of 
that better world, and of that wof/ to it 
which is opened to us, by the mediation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We would give 
Thee thanks also, for lengthening out our 
days ; for thereby the accepted time, and the 
day of sahdtion continueth, and opportuni- 
ties of acquiring a meetness for heaven aie 
multiplied* O that we may so employ our 
lengthened time, that the longer we live^ 
the more we may be fit to die ! 

Pardon, O Good Lord, those in this 
house who have this week suffered time to 
be totally lost, or uselessly applied. And 
since their passing hours are making way 
for the end qf all things, O give them grace 
to redeem the time ; and to be followers of 
those who are waiting with joy for the 
coming of our Lord, with th^r loins girded^ 
and their lights burning. 

Praised be thy name, for all the bles^g^ 
which thy hand hath bestowed. How great 
is thy mercy ! Who can recount all that it 
iloth for us! It findeth us a habitetion to 
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dwell in ; it prorideth us a bed to rest on ; 
it spreadeth our table, procureth us cloth- 
ing, healeth our sickness, bindeth up the 
heart when broken, stipporteth the mind 
when burdened, and cheereth the spirit 
when sorrowful— Yea, it pardoneth our 
sins; it blotteth out oUr iniquitieh; it 
snfktcheth us as brands from the fire ; and 
ci^rrie|;h Us from earth to heaven* O hoW 
many,. and how great things, have. we to 
praise Thee for. Most Gracious Lord I 

We would look forward with thankful-- 
nessto the approaching Sabbath. We would 
reckon it among our greatest mercies, that 
we have means of grace afforded us, and 
days of holy rest to attend on them. Pre- 
serve us, O Lord, this night, and bring us 
to see another of these days. May we 
enter on it with joy, and attend its holy 
services, with a mind earnestly desirous of 
obtaining all the benefits for which they 
were in mercy ordained. Enable us to 
worship Thee in the beauty of holiness j and 
to receive mth all readines^^ whatsoever 
" thy Ministers shall deliver out of thy 

5 



174 SATURDAY EVENING. 

^^mo&t holy word^ or. agreeable to the 
"same." 

O vrhat are vre, that the Bleesed God 
should look upon such undeserving crea- 
tures ! We are not warthy^ of the least of thy 
mercies; and yet^ Thou boldest out thy 
choicest blessings to us! Accept, O Lord, 
the praise which is due to Thee for all we 
have, and all we h(^e for> through Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; from whose instructioii 
we have learned thus to pray unto Thee : 

€ktr Father, ^c. 
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SlJNi>AY MORNINO. 
A Prayer for tht Success of the Gospel. 

Mo&T Holy Lord, accept our humble 
thanksgivings ^^r the preserration Thoq 
diidst afford us daring the 1^ nighty aiid for 
firaiitinfir us the &your of aiiicfth6ar Sal>bath. 



We nirould enter upon the day; with a 
joyful namembraQOe ^f that pledge of a 
hkased immortajlltyi giyen to us in our 
Saviour's r^urrectiou. Blessed be the God 
and Father ^ Mr Lord Jeem Christ, who 
4eeording to his abundant n^ey ^atk be^ 
gotten to us a lively hope^ byt the resurrec-^ 
tkm ef Jesus Christ from the dfiod^ 

In imitation of th^ first fioUowers of 
Glirist, -vre assmble far public worcJiip on 
tiki^ day of tbs w«ek on which our Sayiour 
rose from the dead. May our meeting to- 



17G SUNDAY MORNING. 

gether be blessed with that grace of.' tllife« 
Holy Ghost, wHch "garelife to the fhrst'^ 
christian Assemblies. O let those blessed • 
times return, when^ the^Spirit being poured^ 
cut from on ^ugh, the wilderness became a 
fruitful field. Let thy word still be gldrijied, 
by the cdnvferSion of mioiy h^urts to T&ee. '\ 

Gieat 'thanks would we render to Itiiee, 
O Lord, that we are yet &vbured with thfef 
means of grace. Much as thy day- hcatlr 
been disregarded, and much as public 
worship hath been neglected, these things 
have «iofc yet provoked Thee £o deprive'us ' 
of the light of thy Gospel* O continue this 
bleiSsihg aiiiorig lis still ; aiid make u^. moiffif 
diligent' in iaking heed' unto it, m unto k ' 
light that shineth in a dophh place. Have 
mercy on those who value hot this great 
advantage ; that they may cease ix> lialk 
ixfiet the imaginations of iheir ow^ 'hefxrt,: ' 
and gladly taking thy word as a lamp unto 
their feet^tliey riiay know the suppoi^s lahd 
(Consolations which it yieldeth unto/thy seiP ' 
vants. Grant also that those poor wan- 
derers, 'who C^ot Jcnowihg the things that 
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belong to their peace) devote this day to 
^rbidden pleasure^ may be brought Home 
to thy fold ; and made to rejoice in that holy 

ilfKord of God which th^ now disregard; 

. . . b • , 

Let this, O Lord, be a day of contort 
to the afflicted.. Let the oppressed, the, 
desolate, the troubled in mind, flock to tfaj 
house, and there find relief O let them 
not return ashamed; let the poor and needfi 
praise thy name. 

• f 

; Bless all those who shall wait oti Thee 
this day, himgering and thirsting after 
r^p^eousness. And O that we of thili 
fiomly may thus attend thy house. The 
more we hear concerning God and heavenly 

things, the more may we wish to hean 

. . • • • 

But let us not be mere hearers : May 
thy Holy Spirit influence us, not only as a 
^rit (^wisdom, but as a spirit qflwe; that 
we may give our heart to God; and that it 
may be our meat and drihk^ to do his will. 

May every successive opportunity of 

N 
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WBoJ&Ag oh Thee in thy hoase» increase ifi 
110 aU those holy dispositions^ by which thy 
servants are fitted for the worship of hea^ 
Ten. Thus may we be growing rick im 
faith and in good works. But still may we 
be «f an humble spirit ; and remembenng 
^dm \Dhom it is that every good and perfect 
jgfft Cometh^ may we be always sayings Not 
tmid iis^ O Lard, but to thy name be the 
praise. 



Let us from day to day be kept living 
lik0 the blessed expectants of a bett« state; 
waiting with humble and joyftd hope fit: 
that ^orious period, when our Redeemer 
shall iXfppear unt^ our complete sabtt- 
Hon : — ^when the last storm shall blow <m 
the Church; when the last dart shall be 
thrown by the wiched one; and the last 
enemy shcdl be destroyed^ NoW t6 God 
the F&ther^ Son^ and Holy Ghosts be glory 
.for ever» Amen. .- 



Xfur Father^ ^c. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

Thtmkigiemg fw Chntt's cotomg mio th( 

World, 

O TflDov ivho ait aver aU, God Bleased 
far ever, look upon U8 ; and assist us, in 
offering up the sacrifices of praise and 
prayer. Help us to adore Thee for the 
mcrtfies of vedemption. If thine hxAf migele 
^deiire to look into these things, how ought 
ivfe; for whom thifi redempticm was wrought, 
todweUon l^e subject, and to be'tooxitit 
nti^Uy ascribing glory to the Gob of i^o^^ 

• • - • t 

We would be thankful, that it hath been 
our happy lot to be bom in a land in which 
•the> blessed tidings of this grace ai^e pub- 
^rihf^. O enable U6 rightly* to eoQceire of 
the wonderful loving kindness of Him wbe 
woe madejksh, and dibelt uiMng; ns:^ £»* 
l(trge our niindi^ OXovd, that ttrr moy be 

n2 



180 SUNDAY EVENING. 

better able to comprehend the breadth^ and 
length, and depth, and height of the love 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge. 

Teach every one of us, the greatness of 
our obligations to that blessed Saviour, 
who came to redeem us hy his blood. Make 
every one of this family to know himself; 
that he may learn how to value the great 
love of Him, yfho gave his life a ransom fw 
sinners. .., , . \ . 

And grant, O Lord, that none of those 
who hear of his name may, like the un- 
beheving Jews, reject him* Let it not be 
said, that he came to us, and we received him 
not. May we receive him as a Saviour, by 
believing on him ; — as a Guide^ by foUoW*- 
ing him ; — as a Friend, by loving him ; — 
and as a Ma^^e/*, by serving him- 

Let it not content.us, O Lord, to cjdl our- 
selves by the name of Christ ; but may W6 
xemejnber, that he came into the worla, not 
entirely to give us a new name, but to make 
us new) creatures. Enable us then to put off 
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the old man which is corrupt; and to put on 
the new man, which^ after God, is created 
in righteousness and true Jioliness. 

Be graciously pleased to open the eyes of 
those who call themselves Christians, and 
yet consider not the end for which Christ 
came into the world. Grant that they may 
see what true Christianity is ; and may they 
partake of that grace by which thy genuine 
disciples are preserved from sinful pleasures, 
and are enabled to live a sober, righteous, 
and godly life, in this present world. 

O Lord, let thy kingdom spread on the 
earth. Scatter the darkness which pre- 
venteth men from seeing its glory ; weaken 
the powers which oppose its progress ; and 
succeed the lawful endeavours of all those 
who labour for its extension. 

Bless, in particular, all who are called to 
preach the glorious gospel qf the blessed 
God, May ,they deliver thy word with 
clearness^ and force ; and may thy Holy 
Spirit so accompany their ministry, that it 
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may bring many to know Thee, the onl^ 
true God, and to live in the faitih and 
love of the Redeemer, to the end b{;thdr 
days. 

4 

> f 

; And may the word qf thy grace which 
We hear from time .to time, make as more 
frmiful in every good tuork ; through Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate : 
in whose name and words we further call 
upon Thee, saying. 

Our Father, ^c. 



as 
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That we may set God always before m. 



Ath thy works >praise Thee, O JLord. 
They show forth thy wisdom, power,' and 
goodness* O grant that we may behold 
them, with a devout mind. 
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/ Let the I'^c^ks of creation call forth re- 
Terence to Thee^ the Lord our Maker ^ who 
stretched forth the heavens^ and laid the 
foundations if the earth. 

Let thy " never-failing providence, Mrhich 
ordereth all things in heaven and earthy" 
teach us to prabe Thee for what we have re« 
ceived, and trust in Thee for what we want, 

But above all^ open our eyes to behold 
the glories of thy grace. Let our hearts be 
filled with wonder, love, and praise, for 
thine '' inestimable love in the redemption 
of the world, by our Lord Jesus Christ«" 



And now, O Lord, since Thou hast been 
pleased to show unto us these wonders of 
power and grace, enable us to walk worthy 
qfihe voct^tion wherewith we are called. We 
dweU in an ensnaring world, and our na- 
ture is frail : O look upon our dangers and 
ovr weakness ; and guard us this day fron^ 
the' lust of the fleshy the lust of the eye^ awf 
the pride if Ijfe^ 
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-'And while vre inake this prayer to Thaef^ 
|»ay ^e carefully avoid whatiev^ may lead 
its into temptation • May we walk cireum^ 
tpectly ; not asfoole, but as wise. If sinn^f^ 
therefore entice us, suffer us not to consent 
to them. Or, if the deceitfulness qf sin be 
working in the heart of any one of us, 
break the snarCy and give deliverance to 
that endangered individual. 

And lest temptation should follow us 
feven into the path of duty, enable us to 
JtH^ on the whole armour of God; that we may 
Ibe able to stand va the hour of daaget. 
Strengthen us with the aids of thy Holy 
Spirit for every conflict; that although 
fiercely assaulted, we may endure ; and 
though wounded, we may still continue the 
good fight of faith J and at length reeeive 
from thy gracious hands the crown qf Ufe. 



« ©Lord, enable us to go forward in thy 
paths, and all will be well; for theK are 
more with thy people j than tiiere ai« agmn^ 
them; and greater is He that is in them^ than 
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he: that. is in- the world. But while ure- re- 
juoe in these cnside»t!o.,. w» w<»da «« 
forget, that it is our bounden duty, to^ateh 
end pray against whatever may tempt us 
to depart from the limng God. 

Let us not be ^o foolish as to trust m Ofiar 
own hearts f or rely on our own strengtihv 
We would come to Thee again and again 
for fresh supplies of grace, that our strength 
may he equal to our day. . 

V These inestimable blessings we intreat 
Thee to pour down, not only upon us, but 
«qran others likewise* And herein, we p&r* 
tioDlarly pray for our dear kindred. Thy 
vrtrd teacheth us to seek their welfare, like 
those who know what is good for num: me 
therefore pray, that they may all ^jiotp/i^ 
tru^j and that ihe truth may make them 
free.^ Yea, thus, O Lord, would we pray 
^ all mankind; O that the Kingdoms if 
tha World may become the kingdoms qfouK 
lidrd^ and (f his Christ^ \ * 

/We humbly beseech Thee, O Lord, to 
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fr(?0, wme making m qfrtdd. May we be 
duly sensible of the worth of this blessing ; 
aa^ be d^ily praising thy name, tiiat we 
cap. enjoy, : in such a world as this, the iin* 
molested privilege of serving God, accord* 
ing to the dictates of our conscience. 

• 

Q Lordy holy and true, we must own 
with, shame,, that, as a people, we have not 
made a due use of our national privileges^ 
But thy word encourageth those who de- 
i^erye judgment, to sue for mercy. Hear 
us then, O God qf all grace, ^intreating 
Thee^ in the name of thy dear Son, to be 
^iiH favourable to our land. 

4 

pless us still with ^the comforts of order, 
and regular government. May the duties 
of magistracy be faithftdly discharged ; and 
the powers under which Thou hast placed 
us, be reverenced by the good, and dreaded 
by epilmen^ 






Suffer not the evil-designing to mislead 
the ,«iind« of the skHple. Guard us ^gfdort 
ihos& whose word eatethiilce a canker.^ And 
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thAt our loitids: may not be condpted by ' 
them, let thy word, O Lord, be our con- 
stant study, and our rule in every thing. 
rGive lis gnU^e . figithfiilly to fi>llowtlie di-* 
ireetions of, those Holy Scriptures^ which 
^enjoinus.to study Jo be quiet; and do mar 
:Qwn hukineM : that we may' be as the sans 
qf Gjod, harmless, and without rebuke, in 
the midst of the crooked and perverse. 

^ T ' . 

. . . < » ' - ... 

J We pray to Thee for grace to repent of 
tdl our. negligence, in not employing our 
national advantages to the best purposes ; 
and to enable us to make a better use of 
them, for the time to come. Blessed be 
thy name, that they are yet continued t6 
us : O, that we may not provoke Thee to 
take them away ! 

Pour out the grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
O Lord, upon all orders of men, that the 
Jear qf thy name may be found among high 
and low, rich and poor. Grant that this 
holy principle may increase among us; 
that the peace of our land may stand on 
firmer ground : for thy word teacheth us 
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t6 Jbonsidet trub JtdiguMi- as the .gcedteirt 
■secimty of a.people. 

Blessed be thy name, that amidst an 
Aif&I de^enoacy of maimere, thae are 
many who vtot qply call themselves CKrifr- 
tians^ but who are sUeh in deed and im 
i^th, hotd, mcrease their «"w*i^flv » 



To thy providential care we now com- 
'mend oursdLves. Be our v protector from 
«very evil to whidt we are exposed. These 
mercies we ask in the name of that adc»rable 
Medifitor^ by whom we hane access to Th^e) 
thottgh in ourselves onworthy to iq^proa^ 
thy throne* 



Our Father^ ^c. 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 



A Prayer for the Government of the 

7%oughts. 

O Most Gracious Lord, Thou hast mer- 
ciAilly heard and answered the siii^plicationLS 
which we made to Thee last night. We 
have been blessed with protection^ with 
peace, and with rest. We appear before 
Thee again, to commit ourselves anew to 
thy care ; that we may be preserved from 
the dangers to which we are liable. 

s 

9 

Among these, let us account our liable- 

ness to hreak thy comnandments^ as the 

•• . . , 

danger most to be feared. And. may we 
remember, that not only evil deeds, but evQ 
thoughts likewise, are offensive to Thee. 

O Lord, how often have we been defiled 
ivjth such thoughts ! We feel on this ac- 
counti as well as on many 6thers> how much 
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we need the intercession of that Blessed 
Advocate, who s^tandeth at thy right hand* 
O forgive us, for his sakel 

And that we may not agaun offend Thee 
in this way, be graciously pleased to vouch* 
safe unto us the grace of thy Holy Spirit. 
May that divine influence be continually 
present with us : suggesting to our minds 
that which is good ; enkindling in us spi- 
ritual affections ; and nourishing in us such 
a taste for that which is holy and heavenly, 
as shall render every wicked thought pain* . 
ful to us. 

Sanctify our imagination, that it may not 
be a snare, but a help to us, in our passage 
through life. Let not the enemy of souls 
be suffered to carry on his designs by 
means of this faculty ; but let thy Blessed 
Spirit so regulate it, that we may be ne- 
ther deceived, nor defiled, nor distressed 

through it. 

• . . . . _ 

And give us girace, O Lord, to be dailjr 
endeavouring to store our minds with good ; 



' FOIJRTH WEEKi ^ 

tktJiigiits. ' Thatiks be to thy name; for tHW 
ritbh treasury, the Holy Scriptures, from 
which we may be supplied with the most 
sublime, the most improving, and the most 
consolatory subjects of meditation. Author 
of every good and perfect gtft, open a>u^ 
understanding, that we may understand the 
Scriptures ; and may their directions, com- 
forts, and prospects, take full possession of 
our souls. 

tet bur ihinds be deeply impressed with 
a sfehse of what our Saviour hath done for 
us. Bless us with an habitual riecoUection 
of his grace, his power, his sorrows, liis 
deatli, his heavenly words, and benevolent 
actibhs ; that vain and wicked thoughts may 
be ^excluded, by the devout remembrance 
of ''what He hath done and suffered for our 

rediemption, 

< - • 

» 

And may we not only use the proper 
means of filling our minds with that which 
is good, but carefully avoid all those things 
which tend to fitiggest wicked imaginations. 
SubAue in us, O Lord, all vain and hurtful 
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curiosity. Suffer us not to venture on atiy 
forbidden ground ; nor to yield ourpelve« 
tp any employments, or recreations, by 
whiqh Satam may get an. advantage rf m* 
Help us, Q Gracious God, to aqt with tjiis 
wise and holy caution throughout the ddy* 

We beseech Thee to give irnto us all a 
deep sense of the value of thy favour, and 
of the insignificance of every thing that 
can be put in competition with it. Let it 
not be our principal concern to appear &ir 
in the eyes of our fellow-creatures ; but 
to be approved of Thee. 

Let us, O Lord, be more under the in* 
fluence of that grace, which keepeth us 
devoutly mindAil of thine all-seeing eye ; 
that out of the abundance of a heart sanc- 
tified by thy Spirit, our mouths muy speak 
to thy praise, and all our powers be em- 
ployed to thy glory. These blessings we 
humbly intreat Thee to bestow upon us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught 
us to look up to Thee in hope, and address 
Ttiee iu these words. 

Our Father, ^c. ^ : 
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* 

For Grace to improve by Afflictions. 

Most Merciful God, who art pleased to 
be nigh unto all who call upon Thee, and 
art ready to fulfil the desire of those who 
fear Thee, enable us to make Thee our 
trust, who doest wonderful things, aud 
whose counsels of old are fruitfulness and 
truth. O that we may be wise enough 
to remember Thee in the day of prosperity ; 
so wilt Thou know our souls in adversity. 
Thou art the source of all true comfort : 
when Thou givest quietness, who can make 
trouble f but when Thou hidest thy face, 
who then can endure the day of trial ? 

Suffer us not foolishly to expect, that we 
shall pass our days without tasting of the 
cup qf affliction. But when troubles come 
upon lis, O Heavenly Father, remember that 
we are but dust, or as n leef driven to and 
/r<> ; and give us help in time qf need. 

o 2 
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Enable us patiently to resign ourselves 
to Thee^ who dost not willingly qfflict or 
grieve the children of men. Let us wait 
with meek submission for the time of de* 
liverance. If the trial be continued long, 
suffer not our eyes to fail with looking up^ 
ward. O give us strength equal to our day ; 
that patience may^ have its perfect work. 

When we are in affliction, let not the. 
de«re of teKef be the only concern we ttay 
feel ; but niay we, endeavour to profit by 
our trials. When we are hound infettersl 
and are held in cords ■ qf qffliction, then, 
show us our worky and our transgressions, 
wherein we have exceeded ; — thfen, do Thou 
open our ears to discipline, and ^ve iis. 
grace to humble ourselves under thy mighty, 
hand. 

. Let the rod of affliction be made to help 
usy in that great and difficult work of with-n 
drawing the heart from the world. When it 
is found that the idol cannot save us in the 
time qf trouble, may we see the vanity of 
truiSsting in it ; and remember th6 lesson 
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which we are taught, to the end of life. 
Let us pass the rest of our time with an eye 
stedfastly directed to Thee, the proper ob- 
ject of our trust : accounting it a mercy, to 
be made to feel that this world is not our 
rest ; and learning, through the disappomt- 
ment of our earthly hopes, to seek more 
earnestly that rest which remameth for 
thy people*. 

ft , 

And grant, O Lord, not only that this 
re^t may be the predominant object of our 
desire, but that every thing which befalleth 
us may contribute to our meetness for it. 
Let our faiths and our hope, and every 
Christian temper • be improved, by our 
passing through the furnace of affliction. 

* In traublesmne times^ tkefoUomng addition may be tnto- 
ducedhere. 

And granty O Lord, that the judgment with which our land 
is now visited, may have its proper effect upon us. We hum- 
My pray Thee to remove, in thine own time, the punishment 
vniik which we are now deservedly afiOiicted. May it be so 
sanctified, as to bring us to a due sense of our sins ; and be 
made the instrument of general reformation. And may all 
tliose nhofear thy name^ be enabled to rely on thy power and 
goodness ; and to honour religion, by possessing their souls in 
psi^ence^ during the present trial. 
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Be graciously jdeased to wccwr the 
tempted, and impart to them that gmci 
which is stgfficient for them; thnt, thou^ 
weak in themselves^ they may be 80 
strengthened by thy power, as to hold forth 
an example of patience, hope, aind peacoji 
for the instruction of others. O let it b9 
seen by the behaviour of suffering Chiifih 
tians, that their God is a present help in 
time qf trouble ; and that though they may 
be smitten with the rod of affliction^ their 
condition is truly blessed *. 



* The foUommg adJUtion, far a sick person m the familf^ 
may be iniroduced here» 

We intreat Thee, O Lord, to Idok down in mercy on thaC 
member of the hxnSij to whom Thoit hast appointed the ci^ 
of trial. Be graciously pleased to sanctify this visitation of 
thy providence to hinif hy causing it to work lor his good. 
Vouchsafe to him relief in thine own good t^me ; and till that 
Messing be granted^ may thy will be submitted ta with meek 
Kesignation» both by him and us* Preserve him from all 
murmuring aojd all despoadnig. tho^hts. while Ae is.undfar 
aCBiction ; and may he be brought out of it, wiih a 4eep 
sense of thy mercy. May he obtain grace to profit bodi bj 
the trialf and by his deliverance from it. 

But if it seem not good unto Thee to raise him up again , 
O prepare him by thy grace, for hii departure hence. W^e 
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We commend all the children of afflic- 
tion to Thee this night. And we bless thy 
holy name, for all those whom Thou hast 
this day preserved from partaking of their 
trials. Be, O Lord, our defender this 
night from all evil; and be graciously 
pleased to restore us to the light of a new 
day. To thy holy name be ascribed ever- 
lasting praises. Amen, and Amen. 

Our Father, ^c. 



htimbly intreat Thee to give him repentance unU> life^ and a 
true fiddi in Jesus Christ. Sanctify Aim by the Holy Spirit, 
diat he may become daily iiiore mefet for thy hellTenly king- 
doin» as well as desirous of entering upon that bles9ed state. 

For a sick child^ let the following mddition he intreducidt 
instead of the foregoing, 

O Thott who art pleased to look down with gracious regard 
upon a\\ thy frail creatures, have compassion upon that sick 
child whose afflicted case we desire to spread before Thee. 
We humbly beseech Thee, to release him from his sttllcfnngs« 
EnaMO ua to wait with patience ibr thy m^rcifal appearSnee 
in lus favour, and submissively to acquiesce in the way, in 
which it shall please Thee to put an end to his affliction. . 
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f / 



Tbat^ing God for tlie Gift of a Samour. 

. O Most Blessed God, Thou art the 
source of all good : without Thee, fnan m 
vanity in his best estate. Without Thee, 
our light is darkness ; our wisdom, folly ; 
our ^wealth, poverty; our happiness, but 
disguised misery. 

* » 

O Lord, from thy bountiM hand cometh 
ail our blessings. To Thee are we indebted 
for the food we eat, the health we enjoy, 
the friends who love us, the bene&ctors 
who help us, and the instructors by whom 
we are edified. Great is the number of 
our mercies ; but there is one which exceed* 
eth all the rest, — the inestimable ^ft of a 
Redeemer, able to save to the uttermost, 
and who casteth out none that come to Him. 

We pray Thee to fill our hearts with 
thankfulness for this unspeakable gift. And 
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that we may rightly value it, grant that 
every one of us may have a due sense of his 
own poverty. 

And since it is out of the fulness of Christ 
that we receive grouse for grcLce^ may we 
look to Him, with a contrite, and yet a be- 
Ueving heart ; that we may pass from con- 
demnation to peace ; from fear to hope ; 
and from the bondage of sin, to that holy 
liberty wherewith He maketh us free. 

O may we be united to that True Vine, 
separate from whom we can do nothing. 
And may this union be evidenced by all 
its genuine fruits ; that we may from day , 
to day rejoice in that Saviour, who is the 
rock on which the Church is built ; the 
manna by which it is fed ; and the light by 
which it is cheered amidst the trials of the 
present state. 

Enable us to walk this day, as the re- 
deemed of the Lord. The titnepast of our life, 
O Lord, may indeed stfffice to have wrought 
the wiU of the Gentiles. Let us, therefore, 
henc&iotih have no fellowship with the un- 
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firmffnl voarJ:^ of dix/rhness. Let the fo»!? <lf 
Chriit €0nstrain us. Let us live to Hjm 
who died for tis. O may the sharpest psiiii 
be less horrible to us, than the thought of 
crucifying the Son of God afresh, by tril- 
fully committing those evib for whieh lid 
3o deeply suffered in our behalf. 

And may the remembrance of our Re-* 
deettm'i^ name refresh us under the labours 
of this life« May the recollection of what 
he endured for us, reconcile us to the 
crosdes, as well as guard us amidst the 
Elates to which we are exposed. 

Have mercy, O Lord, upon those nations 
which are yet in darkness. Let the glory 
of the LiOtd he revealed, aaid aUfiesh see it 
together ; that the name of Jesus may he. 
Jsnoibn, and loved, and rejoiced in, whelrarisr 
there is a human creature to hear the glad 
tidings of his grace. 

And wherever Thou sendest thy word^ Itt 
it be accompamed with that power^ wMdb 
Thou haat over the heart of every »aii to 
make it obedient to the truth.. Let not the 
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Minist^ns of thy word have to complat]^^ 
that didbr report is not believed. Let mk 
the God of this world blind the eyes of 
men, when that blessed light of the Gospel 
shineth around them, which showeth them 
the things that belong to their peace. 

The Lord bless and preserve us, and 
ours, and all for whom we ought to pray ; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Me* 
diator and Advocate ; in whose words we 
further call upon Thee^ saying, 

Our Father, ^c. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

For the Wisdom and Piety required in the 
Government of a Family* 

O Thoo who didst promise to be the 
God of the families of Iwael, let thy Uen^ 
ing rest upon this home ; that it may be.the 
habitation of piety, of order, and of peact^ 
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Enable us, O Lord, to seek for this bless-* 
itig, in the faithful discharge of the duties 
of our station* Make diy Servant whom 
thou hast set over this house, a wise and 
godly ruler of it. Enable him, with wisdom, 
and in the spirit of kindness, to keep out 
of his family every thing by which the 
minds of his household may be corrupted. 
Teach him to watch over his abode, like a 
faithfiil shepherd of the flock committed 
to him ; guarding it against the admission, 
not only of gross enormities, but of idle 
and frivolous habits likewise. 

O God, let this house be a place of in- 
struction ; let it be a nursery of piety, in 
which those who go from us, may learn to 
fill the stations sdlotted to them, with a 
conscientious regard to the duties incum- 
bent on them. 

And that success may attend our humble 
endeavours, let every one of this house 
partake of that grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
which leadeth us to what is right, by first 
luimbling us for wimt is wrong. M^y ouf 
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hearts; be properly afifeqted ty thy patience 
and mercy to us^ whom so rtuiny thingi 
qffend ; that we may exercise that mutual 
forbearance/ without which there can be* 
no sound &mily peace. . Mdke us all to ie 
of one mind in this house ; and let that b^ 
the,mind.of an enlightened, humble, and 
heavenly-tempered creature, taught of God 
tofM&o) holiness and peace. 

O God of Mercy, pity all those who are 
as sheep having no Shepherd. Have com- 
passion on the children and servants of tho^e 
fandiies that^ call , not on thy name. Save 
them from the evils td which uninstructed 
souls are exposed, and into which we see 
many of them Ml •. 

* During the assixeSf or at any other season for iryift^ pfA^f 
He offenders^ the following addition may he introdMoed here. 

And may our hearts be touched with Christian oorapasaion, 
at seeing so many brought to infamy, and to an untimely end.. 
We humbly commend to thy mercy, O Lord, allthoso vtho^e- 
sins, have brought them to public punishment. O thatihe 
poor wretched exile may Jearn instruction, in that distant; 
land to which he is banished! . May. his sufferings irtfi^ Aim, 
to himsdf that he may bless the God of salvation ; and thoHgb 
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And by the vices and miseries which sa 
ft^quently follow th6 want of religious in- 
struction in early life^ teach us of this 
house to set a due value on it. Let the 
younger branches of the family be thankful 
to Thee, that care is taken of their minds. 
And may they be enabled to give a good 
account hereafter, of the advantages now 
put into their hands. O lead us alt, day by 
day, in thine own paths ; that our way may 
be peace, and our end may be peace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord t for whose 
sak^ we pray Thee to accept our thanks, 
for thy oare over us this day, and to bless 
,» Jk the »>me, domig the emuiog night. 

Our Father, ^c. 

d&ren from hh native comitry, may he be teodrti at laat 
into Af kiagdwn. 

But especially look on those, who are condemned to die 
for theil^ ofibnces. O Thou, who didst pour the grace of re* 
pentance into the heart of the dying thief, ronchsafe the l&e 
mercy to those who are appointed unto death ; that they may 
be as hrands ptueted out of the fire. And may their uhiin^ely 
^n^ be regarded as a warning of die consequence of sih» isod. 
bft die means of turning many from their ctA wvjrs; 
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THURSDAY MORNING. 

A Prayer for the If^fluence qf GocFs Hiohf 

Spirit. 

• ■ 
V Eternal and Ever-Blessed God, by 
whom all things were made, and by whom 
they are upheld, mercifidly look down 
ftom the throne of thy glory upon the 
iinworthy crestures who are now bowmg at 
thy. footstool. 

O Lord, there is nothing but thy bless-^ 
ing that can yield us entire satisfection. We 
are seeking the living among the dead, till 
w« look for our happiness iii .Thee. Put 
therefore a desire into our souls to know 
Thee, and to be as much united to Thee, 
as such frail creatures can be to the Ever- 
Bkssed Creator. 

But, O Great God, how shall we attain to 
such hcmour and happiness ? Art Thou not 
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o{ purer eyei than to hehold iniquity f Do 
we not know that we are defiled by sin? 
How then could we hope to enjoy any com- 
munion with Thee, were it not for the pro- 
mised grace of thy Holy Spirit to cleanse 
imd purify our hearts ? O grant us this 
bk8sk>g, for <J.e .ake of Him who i«re tie 
cross, and is now sitting down at the right 
hand of the Majesty oh high. 

We call to mind the glorious day of 
Pentecost ; that day, when mercy rejoiced 
against judgment, by turning the hearts ijf 
the disobedient to the msdom of the Just. O 
let that power which pricked the hearts ef 
owr Lord's persecutors again attend the 
ministry; of the Gospel. Still may thy wcord 
he accompanied by the influence of thy* 
Holy Spirit ; that it may be quick and pouh 
etful, and both humblef and gladden the' 
hearts of those who hear it. 

O Thou who art able to make the w6^ 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard to lie 
down with the kid, and who didst, oh the 
dOT of Pentecost, Variously show forth t^is 
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tmoBBbrn&ag power of liiy gi^ace $ endui^ m 
ifith: that spini of htoihetty kitidn^Mt hf 
wliiditfatt fir8tChridt&ul«wei« dikidguishsil. 
IM «» never forget thdt we a^e ekhort^ to 
put M, oi ike elect ^Gttd, bomk tffk^i^eUg, 
imctttefi, and icmg-iuffetiiig ; stnd tMt by 
iom vne tmu&'d, 4mMhet meA ultall know 

May thy .U<^y Spirit iiontiiMially abide 
with tliy Church ; preserving the zeal and 
purity of its Mmisters, prevenfiHg 4he dis- 
semination of false doctrine, and causing 
tiiie belief of the truth to be adorned by the 
practice of all christian virtues. O look 
upon those parts of it in which there hath 
been any deviation from the truth, or decay 
of piety ; and grant that a revival of primi- 
tive faith and godliness may be seen there. 

Bless us all with the same grace ; that 
our l^^ht may shine brighter, and our hearts 
be more and more filled with that jpeoce qf 
Gad which passeth all understanding. 

Be mercifidly pleased, O Lord, to be 
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with iis this day^ in our several places t 
keeping us from evils and dangers of every 
}and. And such as may be permitted to 
be&U us^ do Thou overrule for our.baiefit 
in the end. Let us be concerned to five tis 
obedient children; and then asliuredly, Thott 
wilt make ulljhings work together Jbrtmr 
good. In this holy care, and in this blessed 
confidence, we pray Thee to keep us, 
through Jesus Christ bur Lord. 

Our Father, 4fc. 



•^ -/ M « ! *< 



t \ 






* 



FOURTH WEEK. 21! 



THURSDAY EVENING. 
A Prayer for all States. 

O God of Mercy, who teachest us to 
make prayers and supplications for others, 
as well as for ourselves ; vouchsafe to hear 
our petitions for all states and conditions of 
men. 

We thank Thee, Most Merciful God, for 
the benefits and comforts of Civil Govern- 
ment. We pray that thy blessing may rest 
on this thine appointment, and on all 
persons employed therein. Be Thou the 
counsellor and supporter of all Christian 
Kings, and of all persons to whom the 
powers of government are committed ; that 
they may neither neglect the important 
duties of their office, nor sink under its 
weighty cares. 

> 

Let thy choicest blessings descend on thy 
served Qitr King. May he be the father 
of his people ; and may ^' we^ and all his 

p 2 
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subjects, duly regard that authority" with 
which Thou hast invested him* Direct 
him in the choice of his ministers ; that all 
places of trust may be filled by able and 
conscientious men. Defend him, O Lord, 
from the designs of evil men ; and let 
Ihere he abundance of peace in his days. 

We praise Thee for having been pleased 
to favour this land with a Christian Minis- 
try. Grant, O Lord, that all those who 
have this office entrusted to them may 
know, and love the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Bless them with wisdom, patience, seal^ 
humiUty, and love to mankind ; that they 
may be burning and shining lights m the 
world ; holding forth thy word by their 
liveSj as well as by their discourses. And 
may great success attend then: endeavours. 

.0 that all the Churches which have 
gone aside from the path of truth, may see^ 
and forsake their errors. May that Holy 
Spirit, through whose ^& the first chris- 
tian societies were so distiBgqiahedA h» 
|igam nelly poured Jrom <m high i^aaAf 
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^epiire and tmdefiled reUgiofi of oiir God 
and Saidour may flourish in the earths 

We hless Thee for all those whom 
Thou haat enabled to keq} the faiths 
Strengthen these thy servants, O God, to 
persevere in the goodf way into which 
Thou hast brought them* Came them 
always to triumph in Christ. May thy 
Holy Spirit increase in them all heavenly 
tempers; that they may be happy and 
honourable witnesses of the truths wherever 
they dwelL 

Have mercy, O God of Patience |uid 
Power, on all those who have not yet re- 
turned unto Thee. The hearts of all are 
in thy hand. There are none so hardened, 
but Thou canst soften them ; none so blind, 
but Thou canst enlighten them : even the 
very dead Thou canst quicken. O repeat, 
ki thy greM mercy> those miracles of grace 
which Thou hast heretofore performed; 
and bring home to thy fold those who are 
now as sheep going astray. 



• • 1 ' 
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firpm the trials to which human life is sub- 
ject ; but let not our enjoyments make us 
forgetful of the sufferings of others. Give 
us the tender spirit of our Lord* In all 
ofur qfflictionf He tooi afflicted : So would 
we . now remember them that are in adver^ 
sity ; and do Thou be pleased to hear our 
prayers for them. 

Look, O Lord^ in pity on all the nations 
which are visited with the dreadful calami* 
ties of war, or pestilence, or fitmine. Look 
in mercy likewise upon aU suffering indivi^ 
duals. Be Thou the widow's protector; the 
orphan's parent ; the prisoner s companion ; 
the sick man's physician; the afflicted 
man's comforter; the poor man's friend. 
And inay the troubles of the distressed 
wean them from this world, (to which we 
all cleave too much) and cause them to 
listen to the voice of that Gracious Saviour^ 
who inviteth the weary and heavy-laden ta 
come unto him. 

We bless Thee for every attempt that, 
hath been made this day to do good to men, 
either in their temporal^ or spiritual con* 
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cems. Be mercifully pleased to pr^serv^ 
the lives of those valuable persons, who 
are devoted to such services ; and succeed 
their humane and pious endeavours. 

Finally, O Lprd^ we commend into tliy 
hands all for whom we ought to pray. We 
intreat Thee to bless this family. We have 
much to ask for ourselves, as well as for 
6thers ; but known unto Thee arjC all out 
necessities. We humbly intreat Thee to 
i^upply them, as thou seest fit ; and prepare 
us daily, by thy grace, fo* that better state 
in which none of the sins or miseries of this 
world win have any place. O may we be 
daily longing for thy mlvatton^ and yet pa- 
tiently waiting for it, through Jesus Christ, 
Our mediator and advocate *. 

Our Father, Sfc. 

* ThefoUowmg Thanksgwing for the tafe retmn of children 
from echool^ may be introduced here* 

AmoDg the mercies of this day, O Lord, we reckon the 
safe return of our dear children. Blessed be thy xuune» 
for thy goodness to them, during the time of their sepa- 
ration from us* We thank Thee also, for thy preservation 
of them on their journey hither* May thy blessing rest Upon 
them, and cause them, whether abroad or at home, to inaetu^ 
in wisdom^ and in favour wilh Qod and good flieti. ^ 
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« » 

PraUefar the Blessings (f Providence and 

jRedemptHm. 

Fjt^ea qf Mercies, and God qf all 
Conifart, vre thank Thee, for having made 
Thyself known by these and other gracious 
names : they encourage helpless and guilty 
creatures tp pray, to hope, and to rejoice. 

Nor is it in thy word alone that we find 
thes^ enicouragementg, but likewise in the 
world which we inhabit. Though it 
aboundeth with offences against Thee, yet 
it affordeth iiumerous means of comfort 
and enjoyment. 

..■••■„'• 
We thank Thee> O Lord, for ev&y thing- 

which Tfaoii hast merciftdly provided to 

remove pain, to rescue us from immediate 

death, to give length to our days,^ and com* 

fort to ourselves, or those to whom we are 

dear. We blesg Thee for all those medi- 
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virtues, which Thou hast taught man 
to iliscpv^^ iuid employ, lor the relief of 
those who suffer pain or sickness. 

But how shall we find words to express 
that mercy which Thou hast manifested m 
the Eedemption of mankind ! By our sini^ 
|7e have not only brought pain and dis*- 
tress upon ourselves, but have exposed our* 
selves to thy righteous anger, and to a sen* 
tence of everlasting banishment fi*om thy 
{Hresence ! But, rich in mercy ^ as well as 
iiifinite in wisdom^ Thou hast provided 
the means of our being saved front 
these dreadfiil consequences of disobcr 
dience. 

And, O Great God ! how astonishing are 
those means ! Could it ever have entered 
into the heart of man to conceive, that 
Thou shouldest so lave the world as iogice 
thine only begotten Son for its salvation t O 
grant that this mercy of thine, so unspeak- 
abljT great, m^y have its due effect on our 
hearts; and l)ve9. 
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• Let the recollection of it ever abide vfiQi 
m I rejoicing pur hearts^ sweetening our la* 
bours^ allaying our fears^ regulating our 
Uves, reconciUng us to sufferings, and se- 
curing us against snares. And let it have 
its proper influence upon us, in our dis- 
position and conduct toward our fellow* 
jcreatures ; inclining us to charity, to peace, 
to gentleness, to patience, and to forbear^ 
ance« 

. Let none of the enjoyments of this life 
so sensualize our hearts, as to make us for-> 
get Him who 'died for us. While we are 
partaking of the bounties of Providence, 
may we call to mind the bloody sw^at, the 
crown of thorns, and the cross of a suffer- 
ing Saviour. And may we lift up a thank- 
ful heart to Him, through whom the curse 
to which we were exposed is removed, and 
the blessings which we forfeited are re- 
stored. 

Enable us, O Lord, to walk this day asr 
the disciples of Jesus. Let us pursue the 
duties of our calling, in a sweet and peaceful 
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reliance on the care which Thou art pleased 
to take of thy servants. Thou art able to 
save us from the greatest evils ; and Thou 
art willing to extend thy providential re- 
gard to the least things in which oiu* hap- 
piness is concerned. Enable us then to 
honour Thee, as our Sovereign Lord^ and to 
trust in Thee, as our Protector, through 
Jesus Christ; on whose intercession we build 
all our hopes of acceptance with Thee. 

Our Father, ^c. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

Thanksgiving for the Removal of .Afflictions. 

Blessed be God, who castetk not away 
ourprat/er, nor tumeth his mercy from us I 
Although it seeraeth good unto Thee, O 
Lord, sometimes to cause grief, yet hast Thou 
compassion on us, according to the multitude 
of thy mercies. And when Thou visitest with 
the rod, thy hand is not so severe as it would 
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be^ wert Thou to deed mth us occori^in^ tg 
Ayr ^fjs. If ]^^ ve i^ heavineM, it it hutfffr 
^ afi^Wf Ovx chastisements do not endure 
so long, nor return so frequently^ as do our 



\ ' 



O Most Gracious God, who pardonest 
iniquity, and pasaest by transgreman^ le^ 
us sifig aloud of thy mercy ; for Thou hast 
been oi^f dtfence, and our refuge, in the day 
of our trouble *. 

There is not one of us biit hath great 
reason to make thy mercy his song* O give 
a thankful heart to those who have been 
preserved from trouble. Bestow the same 
grace on those who have been delivered 
out of it. Some of us have cried unto Thee 
out of the depths of affliction ; but from 
thence the voiqe of prayer reached thy 

* nefolknmng Tk^nisgjmng for delwerance/pmn afij^tm.^ 
pe^dmg danger^ such as a cov^fiqgratianf ajfioadt a violent iem^ 
j)est, ^c^ may ie introduced here. 

We have great reason to speak thus, O Lord, on accouilt of 
t\,7 merdAil appearance in our f.vo.E this day. Da»g«r WM, 
a| k99^i hjlt God was near ; and, throfugh his help, we hare 
been preserved. O that our lives, as well us out Upsi may ' 
show fbfih'thy praise. >" * ' .• ^ 
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gnuSonB ear. Tkou didsl'»'end-fif&m tA<MHsi 
Wboii didxt tttetch &at ti&He hand, and drdU 
utoutqfinant/ waters'^. 

Now^ Lor4, grant that we may not fi^ 
get the vows which our lips uttered, when 

^ Th^'fcUomng Themkfg^img far Ae ufe ie&9Wg cfyi WMWt 
«» travail^ mojf be introduced hert* 

« WeliaveiiewinercieflyOLordytdaekiiowMge. WeHesi 
ihy ttame^ for the great goodneie which Thou hast ahopn t9 
thy aervani in the time of trial. We look to Thee, O Lordr to 
guard her from every future danger. O thati if it pleaoe 
Thee, she may bee raised up again. And may she look back 
frfth 'thaakfiihieBS on this day> in which Vhoa hiojt.imivell 

deliverance for her. Let dus, andevery other mercy shown 

» ■ . -- • 

to her, lead her to live more to thy glory; that she may be** 
eome more meat for thy heavenly kingdom. 

If the chUd he aUve^ the following wordt may be added. 

And O let that child whom Thou hast given to u^ be a 
comfort to us, and a blessing to his fellow-creatures. Teach 
in to bring him up in the fear of thy holy name. And pros- 
per ill olur ewdaasronrs in diia kind; dttt IT we live to e(de Aim 
arrive at years of maturity, we may have the joy of seeiqg iyii» 
walk in thy ways, and not the sorrow of seeing him follow 
Aiat mtittliMfe who are habitually doing evit We commend 
km to.Tte^ O God of aalvatiolk, thut hi ttiny tot dniy bo 
preaervfd ftom the evils of this wodd into which he ia bdni<; 
but that hfi may live a useful life in it, and leave it in hopo 
ii^ peate, whenever the time of Aii departure hence shall 

4MMA ' 
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ve were in trouble. Let every one. whose 
f>rayer Thou hast heard and answered, re- 
member the claim, which Thou hast upon 
him, and say, O Lard, truly am I thy ser- 
vant, for TAou hast loosed my bonds. 

And O that none of us may forget the 
lessons which we learn in the school of af- 
fliction! Let the man whom Thou hast 
brou^t bad^ from the borders of the gra^e, 
remember how the world appeared to him 
when he laid there, and, what he then 
thought of reli^on. O God, let the wis- 
dom which we learn at such times c^ide 
with us. Let us be stiH Hstening to our gra- 
cious Instructor ; that we may not turn 
again to folly. 

O Lord, when welearn what Thou teachest 
us, we^see things as they really are ; and we 
are convinced, that there is no wealth Hke 

• » 

the being rich toward God ; — ^that there is no 
honour like that which comethfrom Thee; — : 
that there is no fiiend like Cknsl ; nor any 
evil so much to be dreaded as sin. Orant 
that every one to whon]( Thou hast shpwji 
these things, may make it manifest by hit 
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daily tx)iiYersatioii» that these important 
discoveries have had a sanctifying ^eel> 
upoA his heart. 

Make us all obedient to Him> who teaeh^ 
eth us that our first business is to seek tk^ 
kingdom. And do Thou in mercy impart 
to us those constant supplies of grace] 
which wiU enable us to belieye, and hope,' 
and obey unto the end ; that this world, in-( 
stead of bedng the place of our liiin, may 
be to us only the iause of our pilgtimdge, 
and a school in which we may become pre-i 
pared for thine house above ** 

Teach US| O Lord, so to live in the 
world, as to be daily providing for that 
hour in which we must leave it. For we 

r 

* The folio tving Thanksgiving for one of the family recovered 
from a dangerous illness, may be introduced here. 

4 

Let none of thy mercies, O gracious God, be forgotten. 
We bless Thee for hearing and answering our prayers for 
the recovery of Atm, whose disorder Thou hast removed. 
We intreat Thee to establishi and preserve his health. And 
may a thankful heart be given both to Atm, for whom we be- 
sought Thee, and to us, who called upon Thee in the day of 
tifbbble. ' • 
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mntkl not finrget^ tfait however Ti»m fiuy^ 
«8t &Din tinfiiid «a time rdliev« ns^^nnt sk^ 
ness, or deliver us out of trouble, the hcmt 
will come, when we must pciss through the 
vAikp (f ihe^kadoiixqfaeMi: Sizffer M Ibot 
tlltftr^fore, O ; our Gml, td be uni!uiiidfitl 
tbt^mr change mmtcQme^ Let us be habi^ 
tutdly woitkig doad pt^pBoang for it i wisely 
cenedd^nc^ that y^e toe sj^md, not to te- 
pra£ Our 8in3, but to cepeui of tiiem j^^ot 
to hve i^iber H^jlah^ buttogroi» ing^de^r, 
qnd mtiie kmmdedge^m^ iMrd md Soh 
wkmn Jesm Cbmt 

Merciful and gracious Lord, be pleased 
to preserve us^ and all for liliom we tm^ht 
to pray, this ii%fat frc»ki every evil, tem^onl 
er si»rituaL Hear dor hunyble request)^ O 
Lord, and answer them, not according to 
our deserts, but according to thy great 
mercy in Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

" • fa 

Our Pather, ^. 
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A Prayer for the Government (f the 

Almighty and Gcacious Creator, who 
iiast endued us with faculties and powers, 
by which we are placed above the brutes 
which perish, give us grace to employ them 
iedl as instruments of righteousness: 

We praise Thee for the excellent gift of 
Speech ; and we pray that those lips which 
Thou hast opened, may be ever ready to 
show forth thy praise. 

We must confess, O Lord, that we have 
made a sinful use of this foculty. And O 
how great is the sum of our offences in this 
kmd! Who can count the number of our 
fbdlsh, our unholy, or our ^ uncharitable 

Q 
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words ? Yet numberless as they are to us, 
they are all known unto Thee. And what 
can we do^ who are not able to recall them, 
but cast ourselves on thy mercy ; humbly 
praying that, for Christ's sake, Thou would- 
est take away the transgression cf our lips 9 

O may we so bear in mind the mischief 
done by an unbridled tongue, — the miseries 
which it occasioneth in the world,— and 
the disgrace it bringeth upon a Christian 
profession, as to be always afraid of offend- 
ing in word. But lest sudden provocation 
should hurry us into a forgetfidness of 
these considerations, do Thou, O Lord, set 
a watch bqfore our mouths^ and keep the 
door qf our lips. 

And as it is out qf the abundance qf the 
heart that the mouth specikethy may our 
hearts be sanctified by thy Holy Spirit. 
We pray for patience ; that we may never 
break forjth into fretfid and repining Ian* 
guage when we sufier. We pray for meeh-- 
ness of spirit ; that injuries and provocaticms 
may not betray us into ai^;iy and bitter 
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speedies. May we continually feel a ccwi- 
trite sense of our otvn sins ; that we may re- 
frain from all wicharitable censuring of 
others. And be Thou graciously pleased 
to increase in us that seriousness of mind, 
which becometh our condition; that our 
conversation may not be debased with 
foolish and unchristian levities. 

May we not only have wisdom to discern 
when we ought to be silent, but also 
strength given to us to bridle the tongue 
on such occasions. 

Give us grace to make the example of 
Jesus our pattern. He hath taught us by 
his life, as well as by his doctrine, how to 
use our faculties. O may we not only ob- 
tain the pardon of sin through his blood, 
but, by his strength perfected in our weak- 
ness, attain likewise to some resemblance 
of him in mind and conduct. 

Be with us all through this day. Most 
Gracious God, that however we may be 
dealt with by others, we may provoke no 

q2 
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one, gtieVe no one, deceive no one. May 
MP corrupt ci^mmaiifation proceed put qf 
our mouth, but that UoMch h goo^ to the 
Useofed^if^. 

We pr^i3e and bless Thee, O Lord, finr 
all the contorts of the past flight. We be- 
gin the day with th^pksgiving to Thee for 
all thy mercies. And now, O Lord, let riot 
hlh^singcindcurMngjaroeeed out qfthfi smie 
mouth. May all our conversation this day 
agree with what we are now doing ; that 
** we may show forth thy praise, not only 

*' with our lips, but in our lives." 

♦ .■ • • 

Weintreftt Thee, Most Merxjiful father, 
to guard society ftom all tl^e evils to 
which it is exposed by unrulff and vain 
Udkers. Confound the designs £uidl e&«- 
deavours ^ all those who are seektfig t^ 
spread principles of imfnety, rebellion^ or 
discord. Be ^aeiously pleased to pse^- 
serve every community from such men; 
i»id giye success to, that Blessed Goaqpel, 

whi^K through thy liiercy^ is y e^ pui4i£^¥!^ 
in thi^ woidd. And grant, O Lo^], t^tj^ 
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may be so blessed to us who bear h, that 
love to God and Dftain imly dwell ki ovtt 
hearts^ be heard in our wo7ds5 and seen iii 
our actions^ through Jesus Christ our Lolrdl ; 
in whose name we conclude our humble 
suppUcations ; saying, as he liath taught us. 

Our Father, ^c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

Review qfLife. 

O Thou who without respect qf persons 
Judgest according to every maris work, have 
inercy upon tts ; and blot out of the hook of 
thy remem^ance, the manifold transgres- 
sions of our lives. It becometh us, O 
Lord^ to take d review of the course in 
which we have walked ;— but oh, what a 
review is it I How many talents unimproved, 
and duties J0 urithne, and iins committed, 
doth it discover t 
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We stand before Thee inexcusable ; 

self-condemned;— but, Blessed be thy 
name ! not without hope :far there is mercy 
with Thee. Thou hast provided a sacri- 
Jice for sins: r Thou hast revealed a Sa- 
viour who made reconciliation for iniquity. 
To Him we would fiee for rqfugCy humbly 
beseeching him to order our cause befcxre 
the throne of the Most High ; that mercy 
may proceed from thence instead of judg- 
ment^ and that our souls may sing of abound* 
ing grace. 

And ever, ever may the remembrance of 
our sins^ and of thy mercy, abide with us. 
Recollecting that Thou hast spared those 
whom Thou couldest have destroyed, let 
the remainder of our lives be considered as 
a grant of mercy made to us, in order to our 
bringing/ar/A/rwi<^ worthy cf r^entance. 

Give us grace therefore, O Lord, not 
only to repent of past sins and omissions, 
but to make it much of the business, of our 
remaining days, to supply the deficiencies 
of our former ones. May we endeavour* 
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in full dependance on thy grace, to be 
more fidiJiful in relative duties. Let the 
obligations of parents, of children, of mas- 
ters; and of servants, be henceforth better 
fiilfilled. Teach us all to show forth, . by 
our behaviour toward each other, the 
praises qf Him who hath called us out (f 
darkness into his marvellous light. May 
we be carefiil to render unto all their dues ; 
and above all, let us remember what is 
due to Thee, O Blessed God, from whom 
we receive all our blessings, temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal* 

O Thou who hast been pleased, notwith- 
standing all our sins, hitherto to preserve 
Us, vouchsafe us thy help, during the re* 
mainder of our earthly course. We pray 
Thee tobe with us, to direct, and to strength- 
en us. Should any false light appear, suf- 
fer us not to follow it. Should the enemy 
come in like a flood, preserve us from being 
swept away. Thus, O Lord, be Thou our 
light, and our strength : that we may finish 
our course well ; that we may keep the faith ; 
and that we vn&y have a well-grounded 
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hope of rec^vmg' a crown qf r^hteousnea, 
vrheir Christ the Locd ^lall appear. 

We know not what a day may &ting 

fortk; Bor need we be defiiixnis of knowing ; 

let it t be enough for %iB, that without thy 

peinmisston not a sparrow faUeth. Enable 

HS to cMt all mr caire on Thee. 

. Grant that we may fear nothing but the 
unholy eflfect^ which either enjoyments ixt 
mjiffermgjA might have upon us. All power 
is in thine hands ; be pleased to make all 
things work together for our good. Let our 
souls prosper by every tMng whieb hap- 
peneth to us* Whether our day be calm 
eir stormy, bright or dark^ do Thou make 
us to increase m &ith, in holiness, in humi- 
lity, patience, and dbiarity ; that we may be 
rich toward God, whatever we be in other 
xefppects« 

O Lord, hear these our prayers, finr the 
9ske atJesiM Christ our Advocate ; in whose 
name we present our thank-offerings for 
the maaaMd. merdes whidbi we hum torn 
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time to time received. O continue thine 
mideserved goodness to us this night ; and 
may eadb of us rise in the monung with a 
heart full of thankfulness to Thee, the 
Giver of all our blessings. Now to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
g^y, for ever and ever. AmeiL 

Our Father^ ^c. 
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A Family Prayer for the Momingqfa 

Sacrament Day. 

Worthy art Thou^ O Lord, to receive 
ghry, and Jionour, and power : for Thou 
hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are, and were created. By 
fhy word are all things upheld ; and to the 
praise of thy wisdom and goodness, shaU 
they all contribute. 

However unsearchable many of thy ways 
are to us, X) Lord, one thing is manifest ; 
that thou art a merciful GOD. And we 
bless thy holy name, for the various ways 
in which Thou hast been pleased to show 
forth thy mercy to sinfiil men. 

Above all, we would remember that 
bright display of it which thou hast made. 
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in giving up thy beloved Son to be a sacri-^ 
jice for our sins. . O with what humility, 
love, and praise, should we contemplate 
this profound mystery, by which Thou 
commendest thy love to us/ 

But alas ! we are prone to be forgetfiil 
oif it; We are therefore bound to be thank- 
ful for the institution of that Ordinance, 
which recalleth our attention to a blessed 
Saviour, wounded for our transgressions, 
and dying on the cross that we might live 
for ever in heaven. 

Now, OLord, prepare our souls for this 
holy solemnity. Let us not attend it with 
any lightness of mind ; with any gross or 
superstitious views ; nor with that cold 
heart with which an unthinking formality 
may send us to the Lord's table. Help us, 
while we partake of the signs of our Sa* 
viour's body and blood, to consider, with 
suitable aflPections, every thing which this 
sacred rite calleth to our remembrance. 

Enable us to remember, with the deepest 
humility, Man's fallen and lost condition 
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by nature, and to see and adnure 
^ that gracey by ^diidh a DeliTerer wns 
i&i«ed op for ufT in the person of thy dear 
Sim. ^Help U8 to fix oni^ eyes on Him. And 
while we recollect thiat Thou didst reveal 
tiie coming of this Just one to thine ancient 
Church, and didst hold forth the necMsity 
oThia death by its numorous sacrifices ; let 
us jaf§mce that thy promise is fulfilled, and 
liittfc t&e end of all the sacrifices is accom- 
y&$hed, by the offering of the body qf Jesus 
Cktist once for aU. 

We would not ** approach thy Table 
*f trusting in our own righteousness/' but 
as guilty creatures, lay our hands on the 
heai of that spotless Lamb whom Thou 
hast sO^ forth as a propitiation iot sm. We 
weidd not go relying on our strength, but 
as weak and md^ent creatures, to ^^ feed by 
fyaXki' on that hread qf GOD which dame 
down from heaven^ and without which there 
Uiio iife in us. 

^^d while we perfonn these acts of 
ii^hr let them be exercised with a contrite 
ag»rii; sudk ^ wse ou^t to feel, who 



OCC ABJONAi PRAYERS. «t 

have so 'much of that guilt tp charge Quri 
selves with> which arise(;h from tl^ ^[^^t 
improvement of peculiar advants^ge^ ' anj, 
distmguishing mercies. O Lord, the j^QtQ 
we think of thy mercy^, the more 9gg7ai 
vated do our sins ' appe^^T^ Ou^ guill; i«t 
magnified by that very Gospel which shovr-* 
eth us how it may be removed. For llp^ 
often have we disregarded that compas-- 
sionate Saviour who speaketh to us tiier^in ! 
We are chargeable with negligence, ye^ 
ynth ingratitude, even towards Hi^ .^hflf 
laid down his Ijfe for us* How much ther^ 
fore doth it become us to acknowledge th^tfi 
^' our ^ns are manifold !" Grant, (3 Lprd^ 
that we may not only own this wHh our 
lips, but confess the humbling t]n|th witl% 
unfeigned repentance. . . 

With th^se vi^s w^ intr^s^ pTh^e to i^d 
us to the table of our Lord ; a^d ifi^e, 
though so undeserving of s^ch favour, ipM^^ 
our hearts be refreshed by the remem- 
brance of his compassion, and the f^n- 
9i4^a^tion of those wonders of powpr,; "wis-? 
d€)m> and gracci which shuna torth in the 
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Redemption of man. There^ with all thy 
Church, may we triumph in the hve of the 
Father^ the grace of the Son, and the commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghost. There may we be 
favoured with such a sense of thy presence, 
as shall leave on our hearts a consoling, 
sanctifying, and animating impression of 
divine things. 

O grant that not only while engaged in 
this duty the grace of thy Holy Spirit may 
be with us, but likewise that it may remain 
with us ; deepening every serious impres- 
sion we may have received, invigorating 
every devout affection, and assimilating us 
more to Him, to whom our eyes are di- 
rected by this institution. May we con- 
tinue to show that we have received grace 
out of his fulness, by being zealous in thy 
service; and by putting on. as the elect <f 
GOD, holy and beloved, bowels qf mercy, 
hindnesi and long-suffering. 

We pray, O Lord, that in all the services 
of this day, great grace may be upon both 
Ministers and People. Hear these humble 
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supplications for ourselves^ and others^ 
and accept our praises^ through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Out Father, ^c. 



A Family Prayer for the Evening qf a 

Sacrament Day. 

O MOST Gracious Lord, we come as a 
family to offer up our thanksgivings for the 
blessings of this day. Thou hast given to 
us another season of rest and instruction. 
Thanks be to thy holy name^ that these fa- 
vours are still continued ; — ^that we still have 
the ordinances of Christian worship ad- 
ministered to us ; and that we can go and 
seek thy face in them, unmolested by the 
enemies of truth and righteousness. 

Would to God that we could say, we 
have attended these solemnities without 
any interruption from within ourselves. 



^40 . OCOASIONAt PRAyERS. 

But tibis^ abs I would be far fcom the truth. 
Thou sufferftst uo ^mwy firom without to 
prevent our approach to Thee; but we carry 
the enemies of our peace» and the hin- 
drances to our edification^ into thy house. 
Wandering thoughts, worldly cares, and 
indifference of mind, accompany us in 
prayer ; disturb our attention to thy word ; 
and go with us even to that table, on which 
tl\e memorials of a crucified Saviour's love 
are presented. 

Yet, although there be these causes of 
liuniUAtion on Qur part* aidli is the merci- 
iul tenor of thy hcdy word, &at we axe 
csicxmraged to lodk up to Thee with hope; 
dud to pray fof a hloi^iiig tm those ardi- 
mnci» vf& hs^re aa unworthily attended. 
O Q^d^itU grace,hi^fhos«d Ui heat and 
answ^ our pmyer. 

Wf V9M WW particularly call to mind 
the o^]^0stm\ty we have had of conraie- 
morating our blessed Saviour's death. O 

ij^t U4s sQl^^nm tramactiQa may be made 
iltstirume«tal to a closer union with our 
adotalde Rcideesner ! Bless it to the in- 
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crease of our faith in him, our love to 
him, and our rejoicing in him« 

Let it not be enough for us to have felt 
some affectionate impressions at the table 
of our Lord ; but let us be concerned to 
bear all thosefruits of the Spirit which his 
example holdeth forth to us, and by which 
ouif love to him is best proved. 

Deeply affected by seeing what it cost 
our Redeemer to make atonement for our 
sins, may we henceforth make it more 
our care to be cleansedjram all pithiness qf 
ihe flesh and spirit, and to perfect holiness 
in the fear qf GOD. 

'' Send thy Holy Ghost, and pour ii^to 
^' our hearts that most excellent gift of 
« charity, the very bond of peace, and of 
« aU virtues ; without which, whosoever 
" liveth is counted dead before Thee-" Let 
not us who have been contemplating a 
Saviour laying down his life for us, want 
bowels and mercies for others. Influenced 
by the grace shown to us, may we be 
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ready to employ every talent with which 
Thou hast endowei} us; for the good of 
others. Let us not perform the offices of 
charity with constraint; hnt gladly meet 
every opportunity which thy providence 
may afford us of imitating Him who said, 
// is more blessed to give than to receive. 
On alL such occasions, may we show how 
deeply his unwearied labours and bitter 
agony endured for us, have imprinted his 
benevolent maxim on our hearts^ 

And while the power of our Saviour's 
grace is manifested in thus raising tis above 
the sensual and selfish tendency of our 
fellen nature, may we bow with the deepest 
humility before Thee. Let us likewise in 
all our conversation with men, behave as 
becometh those who have fiothing to glory 
qf in themselves, but who owe all their 
hopes, their holiness, and their happiness, 

to Thee. 

* , » 

In our passage through life, O Lord, en- 
able us ever to keep in view the death ufe 
have been showingforth ; and let the reitiem- 

2 
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braoce of it fortify our minds against iho) 
snares of the world. Let the love of Gox>! 
therein manifested be our support and our 
consolation, under all the trials thrJ^Ugh, 
ndiich we may have to pass. Ever renieiober-? 
ing that He who spared not hhtmn Son for 
2is will with him assuredly give us all things 
that are needful, let our conversation be with-- 
out covetousness. And let us learn from Him 
who took the form of a servant, and humbled 
himself to the death qf the cross, to acqui- 
esce in thy providential appointments, 
whatever be the condition allotted to us. 

* O seijd forth the light of that glainous 
Gospel, from which we derive all these im- 
portant and sanctifying views y that thou- 
^ndsy and tens of thousands of the childreii 
of men may share with us in the know- 
ledge of Christ, and partake of all the 
blessings of his Kingdom. 

Enable us to retire to rest with a deep 
sense of thy mercy, in bestowing this light 
upon us. Encouraged by such grace, we 
commit ourselves, and all who are dear 

r2 
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to US, to thy providential care this night* 
Grant, O Lord, these our humble requests, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Mediator 
and Advocate : to whom with Thyself, and 
the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Our Fatiicr, ^c. 



A Prayer to be wed on the Day on which 
a Child is to he Baptized. 

O Lord of Life and Salvation, who 
hast been pleased to ordain, that those who 
enter into thy Church shall be baptized 
with water : behold us, now about to atr 
tend to this injunction, and enable us to 
perform the duty, with every proper dis- 
position of mind. 

We would be filled with thankfulness, O 
Lord, that not only we, but our children, 
even in their tender years, are admitted 
to a state of communion with Thee. With 
a due sense of this thy mercy, would we 
bring our dear child to the holy ordinance 
of Baptism. 
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^ 

« r » 

O look upon Aim, and bestow on him every, 
blessing, for the conveyance of which thia 
sacrament was ordained. We present him 
to Thee, O Lord, that he may be cleansed 
ia ihsX fountain which T^au hast opened ia, 
pur Saviour's blood, for purifying us from 
the defilement with which our nature is pol- 
luted. We bring him to Thee, that he may be 
regenerated by the grace of thy Holy Spirit. 
We believe that these are the ends which 
we should seek in this duty ; and we trust 
that we shall not seek them in vain. 

And give us grace, O Lord, if the life of 
our child be spared, to follow this act, with 
the diligent use of every means in our 
power which tendeth to teach him what 
Thou hast done for his salvation, and how 
he must live in order finally to be received 
into thy church in heaven. Grant that 
our prayers, and our instructions, and our 
example, may all combine to promote his 
growth in Christian knowledge, fiuth, an4 
obedience. 

.' , . 

Hear us, O Gracious Lord, further pray^ 
ing, that it may please Thee to jgive us fn 
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early proof, that Thou hast blessed our En- 
deavours. Let our hearts be made to rei 
joice, in seeing the marks of grace accom^ 
ponying the advancement of ^reason* ^Let 
a revierence of TJiee be seen iii Mm^ in thtt 
days of childhood ; and a decided piety, in 
the days of youth. Suffer him not to ^ve 
any portion of his uncertain life, to sinful^ 
or to vain courses ; but taking his Saviour a 
yoke, as soon as it is possible to understand 
that obligation, may he he ^lad cmd rejoice 
in Him; all his -days. - 



.^ . I V 



' Thus, O Lord, enable him to live ; and 
ivhen his end shaH come, may he dose i^ 
days, believing in that' God to vihoinhe 
is now to be dedicated; and -prepared fot 
that eternal joy, which is the end of all the 
ordinances Thoa hast appointed in thy 
Church. 



>, - 



Grant, O Most Good and Merciful God-, 
that we, and the children Thou mayest give 
to us, may live together in christian love 
and peace : rejoicing in our Saviour, and 
taking comfort in the faith and piety of 
each other toward Thee, our common Far 
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ther in hbaven. And may our racaippliE^ as 
a ^mily, be complete. Make us attentive 
to every civil and social, as well as to every 
religious duty : that the doctrine qf God our 
Saviour may be adorned in all things^ 

« . . . . J- 

. Hear us> O Lord, for the sake of Christ 
Jesus> oiir Mediator and Redeemer; to 
trhom, with Tfaee^ and the Holy Ghosts be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen« • ^ 

Our Father, 8^c. 



I 



A Prayer to he used, either in a private 
Family, or in a School, on the Day on 
which any of its Members are going to 
jpartake of the Rite of Confirmation. 

O God of aU Grace, we thank Thee £ov 
that useful Rite^ which calleth those who 
have bDen dedicated to Thee in Baptism to 
consider its obligations, and to ratify the 
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sacred covenant, by their own deliberate 
9^X9 when they have cone to years c^ dk^ 
isretloii* 

We humbly pray Thee to look upon those 
of our family who are now about to receive 
this holy Rite. Teach them, O Lord, to 
approadbt Thee in this duty, with groat se^ 
nousness of mind ; and with the sinoerest 
desires of fidfilling the obligations whidli 
they are now to take upon themselves* 

But grant, O Lord, that they may not 
purpose this, in a reliance on themselves; 
but with a humble dependance on that sra- 

to bestow upon all who sincerely pray for it« 

Suffer none of them to think that their 
attendance on this holy Bite, or on any 
other of the ordinances of the Church, will 
be accepted by Thee, in the stead of their 
own constant endeavours to grow in grace, 
and to be made meet for heaven. Yet, O 
Lord» enable them to trust in Tbee» that the 
Grace of thy Holy Spirit will be granted to 

7 
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tiMn in this- ordinanee, if they from 
hearts desire this inestimable gift ; and tbaf 
it will be continued to them, if the dxxltf 
they are now going to discharge be fol* 
lowed by stedfastness in thy service. 

Witii this devout mind, this huimlity^ 
and these hopes, may they now draw neai^ 
to Thee. And do Thou be pleased to ae^ 
cept them; and give them such a sense 
of thy good-will toward them, and espe^ 
ciaUy of thy mercy in Christ Jesus, as 
shall make them account that blessing 
which thy Minister shall ask for thetaii; 
the richeirt portion they can obtain ill 
thishfe.. 

We pray, O Lord, that the instruction 
administered to them during their prepa* 
ration for this solemn Rite, may be a lasting 
benefit to them. And grant that they may 
not only endeavour to be more and more 
grounded in the articles of the Christian 
Faith, but that their increasing knowledge 
may be accompanied with aU the Jhrits if 
rightemmiess. 



200 
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And that their fiiture life may thus eon^ 
sist with the christian duty they are iww 
about to discharge, guard them from those 
who lie in wait to deceive. Protect them 
from the dangers incident to youth. Bless 
them with good advisers, and faithful 
guides. And make all things work together 
for their good. Thus enabled to continue 
mhM followerB of Him who Hved and 
died : for them* may they at length be re« 

Q&Yed among thy saints in glory. 

» • 

: : • ■ ' ■ 

These blessings for them, and all others 
.who are going to partake of the satne holy 
Rite» we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour, who taught us thus to jpiray, : 

J Vw Father, ^c: ' /. , 



4- Prayer to he used on the Day in which 
ime of the Family hcts entered into the 
Marriage State. ' . . 

< 

' , O Lord Gon, who hast taught us in i^y 
holy word, to acknowledge Thee m 9^ mt 
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tcuys ; we draw near to Thee, to implore thy 
blessing on the important transaction which 
hath taken place in our femily this day. 

* « 

« Thou didst institute the Marriage^nion 
for our good. But as the frailty of our na« 
ture doth in this, as well as in other things; 
frequently turn that which was ordained for 
our happiness, into a cause of misery, we 

_ _ * * _ » 

would commend the New-Married Pair to 

• • * » 

thy gracious regard ; for Thou art able to 
preserve them from every thing which would 
rob them of the comforts and benefits of that 

« 

state of life, on which they have entered. 

We pray Thee to keep them from ever 
relaxmgin that mutual attention,whichthey 
have hitherto practised. May they, to ihe 
lasjb of their continuance together, take 
delight in giving pleasure to each other* 

• • • • 

If there be in either of them any natu- 
ral infirmity of temper, by which the due 
warmth of their affection may be in danger 
of decreasing, grant that they may be 
watchful over themselves, with respect to 
that infirmity. 
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And that there may be a carefiUness U> 
gvoid &ultst and at the same time, a readi- 
ness to bear them with undiminished af* 
fection, we earnestly pray» that thy grace 
may daily acquire an increasing power 
over their hearts. 

May they reverence that holy word of 
thinCt which teacheth them their respec- 
tive duties; and discharge those duties 
with thankfulness to Thee, for having 
shown them the way to be a blessing to 
each other. And grant, O Lord, that they 
may contribute to the good of each other, 
not only by discharging the peculiar duties 
of their respective provifices, but likewise 
in the common concerns of religion. May 
the salvation of the one, be ever near the 
heart of the other ; and may they walk hand 
in handj as followers of their Saviour : help- 
ing each other forward, in the path of 
christian faith and piety. 

* [If it should be thy pleasure, O Lord,, 
to give them children, may they attend to 

* The paragraph between the brackeu may be omitted, if 
the age of the new-married pair render it improper. 
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their religious instruction^ not in a superfi-^ 
cial way ; but with all the care and dili- 
gence which so great a concern requireth. 
And let thy blessing attend such endea- 
vours, that their children may be preserved 
from the dangers, both of bad example, 
and erroneous doctrines.] 

Give them grace to exercise a religiousi 
care for their household ; and be pleased 
to succeed it, to the everlasting good of 
every one dwellmg under their roof. 

O do Thou preserve them from the trou- 
bles which many suffer, through those of 
their own household. But if affliction 
either from this, or any other cause be&ll 
them, support them during the trial. En- 
able them to show forth those Christian 
tempers which ought to appear in their 
conduct, and to make the blessed efiects 
of true religion manifest to every one. 

And above all, we pray Thee to afford 
them thy gracious assistance, in the hour 
of separation. Let the departing member 



.\ 
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be Uessed with the consdlaiions of Chrisr) 
tianity; and the survivor be resigned tb; 
thy will, and comforted with the hope of 
never-ending joys. 

. In the mean time, grant unto us, O 
Lord, the comfort of seeing that Thou hast 
blessed this union ; and may we receive the 
tokens of it with thankfulness to Thee, the 
prime source of all our enjoyments* 

These mercies we a;sk, in the na^se of 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, who 
taught us thiis to pray, 

Our Father, ^c. 



A Prayer for the Children (^ a Family. 

To be used by Parents on the Anniversary 
of thefirown Marriage; the Birth- Day cf 
a Childj or any other fit Occasion. 



I • 



Q LoRQ Gp j>, thy proyidQ^c^ and mercy 
«{tll for our continju^l praise. Thou not only 
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detenmnest the hounds qf awr habitation in 
this world/ hut affordiest lis the m^afis dT 
grace ; that when we are called hence, we 
may enter into everlasting habitations of 
peace and joy. 

O that all who are. favoured with these 
means may avail themselves of them^ to 
their present and everlasting benefit. But 
for whom, O Lord, should we more fed 
such a concern, than for our dear o&pring, 
in whose behalf we now humbly draw 
near to Thee ? 

Grant unto us, we beseech Thee, both 
knowledge and grace, for bringing them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. As it ought to be ojur principal 
concern to guard our children from the 
evils of that state into which we have beeti 
the means of bringing them, we would 
lead them to our Saviour ; earnesftly in- 
treating Him to take them into his hands : 
for we can have no hope, either for our- 
selves, or for them, but iii the power and 
grace of that Good Shepherd. 
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Crown> O Lord, our endeavours for theur 
good with thy blesnng* Suffer not those 
whose welfiuce we seek, to misuuderstaiid 
us. Let them not look upon us as their ene^ 
mies, because we tell them thf truth. Give 
to our children a teachable disposition; 
that they may not lose the benefit of in- 
struction through obstinacy, rashness, or 
vanity. While we are pointing out to them 
the path of peace, may thy Holy SjHrit 
open their eyes to see the way, and incline 
their hearts to ^alk therein. 

And we humbly pray, that a full reward 
may be given to us. Let none of them be 
content to be numbered with those who 
have the form cf godliness without the 
power ; but itaay we have cause to rejoice 
over them, as those who cleave to the Lord 
with purpose qf lieart. 

Let thy presence. Most Blessed God, 
accompany them all through life. Though 
new situations should produce new and 
greater temptations, yet all will be weU» if 
Thou art with them. O guide them in all 
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the steps which they take, in matters relate 
in^ to this life ; and su£fer them to enter 
into no cdnhections which may foe injurious 
to them, either in temporal, or spiritua:! 
things. In all their waya may they ac^ 
kfwtbledgd Thee ; and do Th(M direct their 
paths. 



I 0. 



We do not ash great things ioxiherxi. We 
only pray, that, in that way which seemeth 
good unto Thee, they may have the bonoUr 
of being useful to others. Should any of 
them prosper in temporal things, let them 
rejoice ih their success, principally, on 
account of its putting more power intd 
their hands to do good. ^ 

But whether high or low in the worlds 
let the interests of thy Church be ever dear 
to them ; and may they count it an honour 
to do any thing by which those interests 
may be promoted. O Lord, suffer tfaemr 
not to leave the place which Thou hast 
allotted to them; but in that place and 
station may they live to thy glory, and 
iteek the good of their fellow-creatures^ 



258 OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 

And if they have it not in their pov^er td 
do Hny thing more toward thos6 ends, 
than to hand down the knowledge of the 
Gospel to posterity, by instructing their 
own children, may they see that this is a 
great and good work; and attend to it 
with diligence and delight. Be pleased, 
O Lord, to give success to their endea- 
vours ; that they may have the honour of 
contributing to preserve a godly seed in 
the earth. 

We do not ask that our children may be 
exempted from all trial ; for we know riot 
but it may be good for them to taste the 
cup of affliction: But we request, thai if 
they are tried, they may be led to that 
Saviour for relief who sympathizes with us 
in all our distresses ; and by whose grace 
they may not only be supported under their 
afflictions, but in the end be improved by 
them. 

O Lord, whatever be theiif situation m 
the world, grant that they may walk as 
strangers and pilgrims on earth. NeV» 
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may they be ashamed of Christ, or of his 
words, or of those who faithfully serve him. 
.May love to God, faith in Jesus, and thank- 
.ful remembrance of what he did for men, 
increase in them every day. As they ap- 
proach the end of their course, may they 
feel in their hearts an increasing longing to 
be with their Saviour, that they may behold 
his glory\ And ithen the hour of separa- 
tion cometh, do Thou be with them ; that 
they may make an honourable and com- 
fortable end* 

« • 

• _ 

out titer e be a generation to serve ^hee ; 
and may all of this house be of that num^ 
ber, and walk as those who are of thy family. 
All which we ask, in the name of thy 
jdear Son our Lord ; to whom, with Thy- 
.«elfi and Holy Spirit, be everlasting praises. 
Amen. 



s 2 
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ji Prayer to he oecctsitmaUy used in a 
Family, when Infidel Sentiments appear 
to be spreading. 

P Xiord, all thy viotks praise Thee. The 
heavens, the earth, and the sea, with the 
several ordiras of Creatures which Thou 
hast Bsade to inhabit them, all show fbrth 
thy wisdom, powt^, and goodness. But 
Thou hast been pleased, in thine abundant 
grace, to ordain more direct means for 
our iostrttction, by cawing the ** Holy 
Scriptureis to be written %}t oUr learning/' 
.Hemn Thou hast not only made our duty 
manifest, but bast lik^ise revealed iliy 
mercy in Christ Jesua to our falleni raee. 
31e89ed be thy name, for casting our lot 
in a land where the contents of thy writ- 
ten word are made known, in our native 
tongue. 

« 

We would likewise call to mind, O 
Lord, the thankfulness we ought to feel, 
for that abundant evidence of the truth of 
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Scripture, which hath tiome down to us/ 
We bless Thee £m the varied and con"^ 
Tincing proofs forded by the ftdfilraent df 
pvophecy, the working of miracles, the 
purity cf the Christie jdoctrine, and the 
extensive benefits which have followed its 
tteeption. 

And now^ O Lord^ isince by all these 
things the truth o^ the Bible is made so 
evident, do Thott im{Nfess upon the mind 
of each of us» a due dense of oui* ot^gation 
to live according to it. May we seriously 
consider how responsible we are for such 
an advantage put into our hands, and how 
ittejceudable we shall be, should we be 
ijlade neither wiser bcmt better thereby. 



And, O Gracious God, noMt^er 
shmdd we g&fw the Uford^ ^ eterual life T 
To what other source could we turn for 
peace of conscienocr for ah^ ihM maketk 
n9t iuhamed, or fot support under the 
tnHtblM to whti^ we are liable 1 O give 
itf graee^ then, to ^eld ourselves up to 
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th« gutidftiice of Ithy holy word, unreservedly" 
and faithfully. Let all our desires and 
pwposes be determined by it; and may 
we be governed by it, both in heart and 
conduct, in every relation, and in every 
circumstance of our condition. Then, 0» 
Lord, How blessed will be our life ! What 
peace will there be in our hearts I What 
union in our families! How free from 
strife and debate with our neighbours! 
What quietness shall we enjoy Jn the 
midst of disturbiance ! What ^G<msolati(» 
in our afflictions! What hope in ou* 
end! . > 

Thus, O Lord, may we enjoy that ad- 
ditional evidence of the tnith of thy word, 
which the believing and obedient soul 
has, in the experienced effects of walkmg 
according to it* But may w^ not only* 
hme the witness in ourselves; may we also 
be, in o\ff place and station, credible wit- 
nesses for. thy truth to oilers. Help as 
so conscientiously, to / cbej the precepts 
of the Gospel, and so to adom* a holy jife^- 



%.' 
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by that kind and patient spirit which it 
equally inculcates, as may, through thy 
blessing, win the unthinking to enquire intti 
its nature, and convince the gainsaying of 
its excellence* 

« 

fie pleased, O Lord, to bless the endear 
vours which thy servants are making to de^ 
fend, the Holy Scriptures against those; 
who have of late risen up to blaspheme 
them. And grant, that thek zealous la- 
bours may not only refute the ca,vils of in- 
fidelity^ but serve to strengthen the faith 
of those who believe. > 

And since the greatest hindrance to the 
^reception of thy holy word lieth in the 
porruption of our nature, O do Thou, who 
hast provided so much evidence for the 
understanding, be mercifully pleased to 
operate on the hearts, of men. Take away 
from them all aversion to thy truth. B«id 
the stubborn will. Root out pride and 
ignorance. . Take away the love of. the^ 
world, and every diseased afi^tiou of* our' 
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liatuiie. And may thine eiilighte^g Spirit 
so convmce men of their ^nAihiess, and 
fiU their mind with sueh just apprdien- 
sions of its consequences, as shall not only 
conquer all their objections to the Gospel 
Revelation, but make them flee to it for 
rtfugey to lay hold of the hope there set 
h^ore them; rejoicing in the abundant 
means which Thou hast provided fi>r the 
salvation of the souL 

Finally, O Lord, preserve us from the 
aubtleties of those who are labouring to 
turn us firom the way of truth and ri^te-^ 
ousness; and grant that all their machi- 
nations may be overruled to the more ex- 
tensive diffiision of Christian knowledge, 
and the increase of every holy disposition, 
in all who oWn the Christian name* 

V 

Hear us, O MerciM God, in these our 
humble supplications, £6r the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom with Thyself, 
and the Holy Spirit, he glory for ever apd 
ever. Amen. / 
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PRAYERS. 

Which Tnay be added to cmy of the preceding 
Mormng and Evening Prayers^ 



In a Time of Scarcity. 

We humbly pray Thee, O Lord, to re- 
gard our land in mercy, at this time of 
scarcity. . Be pleased to look upon the dis- 
tresses of the Poor, and afford relief to 
thorn in thine own good time. Grant, O 
Lord, that this trying dispensation of tJiy 
providence may be sanctified to them, by 
bringing them to regard Thee in aU tibeb 
affidrs. Teach them to k^furfor the meat 
fohich endureth unto everlasting Itfe^ and 
which Christ our Saviour will give to all 
who apply to him lor it. 

M^y the present diffieulti^ have a gocnl 
effiect on all the inhabitants of this laodr 
O that thy judgments may briiig our ain» 
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to remembrance! May we be so hum- 
bled mider the sense of our transgressions, 
as to justify Thee, and condemn ourselves. 
May we leam by all the trials which befall 
us here, that this world is not our rest. 
And may we have grace to seek after a 
meetness for that blessed state, to which 
Thou wilt hereafter conduct all thy faith- 
ful servants. 



On the Return qf Plenty. . 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, for gra- 
ciously regarding the distresses of the Poor^ 
by affording us a greater plenty of the. ne-» 
cessaries of thi& life. O Lord, though our 
sins are great, yet thy compassions fail not^ 
Thy chastisements are removed, not be*t 
causa we Jiave deserved the removal of 
them, but because, it is^ *' thy nature and 
" property ever to have mercy and to for- 
** ^ve." O \et\^y goodness lead us to repent-^ 
mnce! And since Thou hast sent food, send 
us^lsathje grac9 of thy. Holy Spirit ;^:thatJ 

9 
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we may thankftjilly remember that God; 

who refieved us in the time of necessity. > 

" - 1 - • . 

And O Gracious Lord, may we duly cpn-^ 
sider that man livetk not by hrpad alone^ 
May we be desirous of those blessings which 
thy word setteth before us, as necessary 
to our souls. We bless Thee, O Lord, 
for having provided for our everlasting 
well-being. O may we hunger after ihe 
bread of life ; that our souls may live, arid- 
praise thy name for ever and eyer# . . : 






In a Time of War. 

, . O MOST Holy God, to whom all things are^ 
known, and who hast wise reasons for per<« 
mitting every ev^nt which taketh plabe iisM 
the world ; give us grace to humble ourselves: 
under thy mighty hand. Take away from us, 
we beseech Thee, all hardness o£ fae^. 
Cause us seriously to reflect on thedfii^eries^^ 
of Waif ;c and to obey that awful vdde )irhich; 
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jtiom cdUeth ui to weeping and to iuppd^ 
cation. Sanctify to us the soleuin situatite 
into which our sinful passions have brought 
us ; that we may not only caU upcw thy 
kofy natne, but put away the evils which 
provdce thy righteous displeasure* 

O Merciftd God, though we be dbastised, 
let us not be forsaken by Thee. Give wiih 
dom> we humbly beseedh Thee, to those 
who manage our public aflbirs $ that they 
may discern, and adopt the best measiirea 
that can be pursued at this time ; and do 
Thou be pleased to give success to them. 

But let our eyes be directed to Thee, 
and suffer us not to trmt in an arm (f flesh. 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, and remove 
that sore judgment with which we are now 
visited ; that both we> and all the nstiona 
wMch suffer in this war, may ag»ii dtjojr 
the blessing of peace. 

ThimlDi be to tl^ name, O God ^ 0U 
gr«ce^ for tiie prospect of a better st«l6. 
O tbat tiie sms and ndisenuer of <^ nfoi^^ 
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xiay aerre to wean our he&rts from it, and to 
make us the humble and &ithftil foUowen 
of that Sayiour, who hath ** opened the 
'^ kingdom of heaven to all believers/" 



On the Return qf Peace. 

O Lord God^ who hast now given unto 
us the blessings of Peace> enable us to yield 
humble and hearty thanks to Thee, for re* 
moving that dreadful scourge with which 
we were of late deservedly punished. Suf- 
fer us not, O Lord, to provoke Thee by our 
sins to ^ve us up again to the desolations 
of Ww ; but may we live to Thee» who 
hast been graciously pleased to put a ste^ 
to the efftision of human blood. 

And now, O Lord^ that the earth is 
quiet, grant that thy word may run and 6e 
glorified. May the knowledge of thy truth 
prevail^ and the force of thoae divine pnii- 
ctples ccmtamed in the Gospel be iAt 
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«very where; that wars may cease in the 
morld, and that ri^teousness, as well as 
p^ice, may flourish among aU nations. . 

And be graciously pleased^ O Lord, to 
enable us still to resist sin, and Satan, unto 
death ; that we may be admitted into that 
kingdom of peace, into which all thy faith- 
ful servants shall hereafter ehte]*.^ 



< 
/ 



>*ii^iMMi*iM«M 



In a Titne of severe FrosU 

« • ■ • - • » - 

Teach us/ O Lord, to stand in aWe of 
that mighty power which now preventetli 
th6 waters from flowing* Be mercifolly 
pleased to set bounds to the duration x>f thd 
present severe weather ; that we may not be 
punished by it td that degree, which our 
isin&lness deserves^ Look down in pity^ 
O Lbrd) . 6n the Poor- Open the hearts 
and hands of those who are. able to 
Jieflp them ; that their distres^s imay ' be 
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lightened. And may the sufferings which 
the Poor and the Aged feel at this time 
be made useful to their soul, by causing 
them to call upon Thee In this ddy of their 
troubley and thereby learning, what a refuge 
Thou art to those who trust in Thee. 



• ( 



In a Time qf Drought, or of excessive Raifu 

O LoRp God, from.whom alone cometh 
our daily bread, have compassion on us, and 
appear for the relief of thine unworthy crea- 
tures^, by giving to us seasonable weather for 
the fruits of the earth. The sun, O Lord, is 
thine ; the rain is thine : Thou canst make 
either of them an instrument of supplying 
the wants of a people, or a rod to punish 
them for their sins. O God, we humbly 
implore Thee, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
to have mercy on our land, and preserve 
the laboun of the huslnndma. from being 
destroyed. And if Thou shouldest be 
pleased to hear thii^ prayer, O suffer us not 
to forget thy mercies, tior fail to follow 
prayer with praise. 
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On afiwaurable Change qf Weather. 

We bless thy holy name, Most Gracious * 
Lord^ for the present seasonable change of 
weather. O that we may long remember 
thy goodness, and show forth our thankfiil* 
ness, not in words only, but in obedience 
to thy holy will. And while we pray that 
we may be always thankftil for tempbrsA 
mercies, we pray likewise that we may not 
neglect the better blessings which Thou 
hast provided for us in Jesus Christ. O 
kindle in our hearts an ardent desiie after 
them ; that we may obtain them, and that 
when flesh and heart shall fail (as ere long^ 
they will) we may rejoice in Gody as our 
portion for ever. 



For the Master qf a Family ^ when he 

is abroad. 

O LoBO God, who art every where pre- 
f»n\% be pleased to Ueas thy dei^ant the 
master of this family, during his absencq 
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from home. Preserve him from wicked 
men, from dangerous diseases, from sinful 
temptations, and all other evils, bodily or 
spiritual, to which he may be exposed. 
We humbly pray Thee, O Lprd, to con- 
duct him by thy gracious providence to 
lus house agam in peace. And make both 
him and us thankful, for thy mercies to* 
ward each other. Hear, O Merciful God, 
his prayers for us, and ours for him. 

And may we so live together here as to 
do honour to religion, by showing how the 
fear and love of thy name doth regulate 
and sweeten society *. 



-For Children who are going from Home to 

be edticated. 

We commend our dear children who are 
going to school to-day to thy gracious re* 

* The same prayer, by a slight alteration,'^may be used 
when the mistress of a family is from home. 

T 
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gard, O Lord. We intreat Thee to pre- 
serve both their bodies and their minds 
from evil. , 

And may they be fitted^ under those to 
whose eare they are committed, to lead a 
life that shall be useful to others, and 
comfortable to themselves. 



I 

For one if the Family who is going a 

Journey. 

We commend to Thy care, O Lord, thy 
servant who is about to enter upon a jour- 
ney. Be Thou his director and defender. 
Be graciously pleased to keep him not 
only from bodily evils, but from falling 
into temptation. May he return in peace 
to this house ; and may we. all join again in 
praising Thee, for thy mercies to each 
other. 



OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 275 



On the scfe Return qfone efthe Family 

after a Journey. 

We bless Thee, O Lord, for the return 
of thy servant, who, through thy good Pro- 
vidence, arrived among us this day in 
safety. We thank Thee for all the bless- 
ings he received, during his journey ; and 
we pray Thee to fill his heart, and our 
own, with thankfulness to Thee^ for caus- 
ing us to meet again in peace. 



T 2 



276 OCCASIONAL PRAYERS 



PRAYERS, 

To he used with Individuals under par- 
ticular Circumstances, 



To be used with a Woman, during the Time 

qf Child-bearing. 

Most Blessed Lord, ^' the helper of all 
" who flee to Thee for succour," look mer- 
cifully upon thy handmaid, and protect her 
from all things that may be hurtful to her 
in her present circumstances. Be pleased 
to support her under aU the infirmities she 
may feeL Grant, O Lord, that she may 
be brought safely through the hour of dif- 
ficulty. Give her grace, we beseech Thee, 
to commit herself to Thee, and to trust 
constantly in thy power and mercy. 

May the anxieties which she feeleth con- 
cerning the issue of her present condition. 
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lead her to attend seriously to the care of 
her soul, and to seek earnestly for a well- 
grounded hope of salvation ; that she may 
be prepared for all events, atid may war- 
rantably expect thy presence and thy help, 
in all situations. If it please Thee, O 
Lord, may she be the joyful mother of a 
living child. And may that child be one 
of the happy number of those, who sin- 
cerely serve Thee in this world, and shall 
live with Thee in the world to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen* 



To be used with a Woman^ after being safely 
delivered in Child-birth. 

O MOST Merciful God, we would be 
thaEnkful to Thee, for thy compassionate 
regard to thy handmaid, to whom Thou hast 
granted a safe delivery in the hour of child- 
birth. Fill her heart with thankfulness for 
what Thou hast done for her ; and let her 
soul fnagn^ the Lard her Saviour, for con- 
tmuing her yet among the Uving. Enable 
h», O Lord, to depend on Thee for her per- 
fect restoration to health and stiength* 
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May the remembrance of thy late merey 
to her^ lead her to give herself up anew to 
that Gracious God who helped her in the 
trying hour ; and may she earnestly pray» 
that the life which he hath been pleased to 
spare^ may be spent in following her Sa* 
viour more faithfully than ever. 



Let these JVords be added, if the Child he 

' living. 

And if it please Thee, that the child which 
Thou hast given to her should live to be 
capable of receiving instruction, enable her, 
b Lord, to " train him up in the way in 
" which he should go." Like a Christian 
Mother, may she bo careful to provide for 
the welfare of ^^ soul, and makeitUet chief 
business to teach him the eweelletacg ttf tks 
knowledge ^ Christ Jesm our Lard. Bless 
her instructions to A.«. Hewherpraywa 
for him. Enable hdr to hold forth ft good 
example to Mm. And may both ptff out &ad 
child so walk together on earthy as to meet 
in heaven^ through Jbsus Christ our Jj>fAi 
to whom with the Father, and the Htrfy 
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>Ghp8ti be. ail .honour and glovy^ fov ever 



To be wed with a Sick Per&on. 

O Lord God of our Salvation, how mi- 
serable would our condition be, had we not 
Thee to look to, in time of troul^e. We 

' would, therefore, give thanks to ThM fct 
awdkening our minds to the consid^^tioli 

s .of eternal things, even though it be dcM 

. by a severe stroke of afilicdon. We ought 
to aocount it a mercy to be brought to s^ 

, ripusnesb, and to prayer ; whatever be the 
methods which Thou mayest be pleased t6 
take £ot this purpose. 

O Lord, we fitid that although We can 
live regardless of Thee in ihte dag i^f proe* 

|9m/y, w<e canned 8nppo]tadveiisity,witikcnit 

. thy help : then we find how woetched ft con« 

. dition it is not to have God for our friend. 

. O sanctify thai discotitery, tliai it Mfty ^eo- 

i tuaUy cure us oif&rffetting the L^Hii iMk 

, Jjf^ker ;^--\hai it may erase ds to ret^rA ttf 
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Thee» with our whole heart ; — ^and that we 
may ner^ more forsake Thee» the fountain 
qf living waters. 

Look» O Lord, we humbly beseech Thee, 
upon him who lieth upon this bed of sick* 
ness^ and make this visitation of thy Pro- 
videjice beneficial to him. O may it be 
acccHnpanied with such mercy, such grace 
to Ai^.soul, that he may have reason to all 
eternity tp say, that it was good for him t^ he 
agfiicted. May Ae in this confinement leani; 
and be duly affected with those great and 
jblessed truths of thy word, which none of 
us regard with sufficient attention, in the 
hours of ease and health. O that he may 
savingly learn, that there is nothing so 
much to be desired as an interest in thy 
favour ; — that there is no hope for &llen 
man, but in the mercy of God ; — that sin 
is the greatest evil — holiness the greatest 
good — ^and that Christ is the only refiige 
far, a guilty sottL 

We^ humbly 'iutreat Thee, O heavenly 
I^Ath^, tbajt^ if « it) bev coQsistent with thy 
win, he may be raised up again ; and that 



.i '. 
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lie may be yet continued among os, living' 
a godly and comfortable life; happy iit 
hm%ejfy and a blessing to those with, whoni; 
M is connected. May it please Thee to 
moderate hu sufferings* Do thou direct jus 
to the best methods for Jim relief ; and be 
mercifully pleased to give success to them. 
May he patiently submit to what he may 
have to bear; and^ under the shaipest 
pains which he may endure, enable him ta 
adore and bless Thee» for not dealing with 
him according to the full desert othis aim* 

But what we most of all implore, is, that 
this afliiction may be accompanied with the 
grace of thy Holy Spirit ; working in him 
true repentance, a lively faith in Christ, 
and an ardent desire after holiness. Hear 
this prayer for Aim, O Lord, that he may be 
made fit either to live, or to die ; so that» 
whatever be the issue of this sickneast it 
may end in the glory of thy name, and be 
made to contribute to the good of ^ souL 

And, O Lord, teach us who are in 
health, to profit by what we see others 
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« 

sulbr. Let the siglit of an afflicted fellow 
creature^ fill us with thankf ulaees fbr the 
comfbrts we at present enjoy, and eaeite us 
to provide against the hour of trial which 
ma^r one day come upon ourselves. O may 
we ieei Thee whiie Thou art to befimnd. 
May we seriously attend to the voice of 
Christ; and like MMy, choose thai good 
part wldch shall never he taken from us. 
, > 

. . These mercies for our afflicted brother^ 
and fbr ourselves, we humbly ask, in the 
name, and through the mediation of our 
|jord. and Saviour Jesus Christ ; to whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, he 
asciibed endless praises. Amesi, 



If this Prayer be deemed too long fo/t the 
P'Otient^ the following shorter one may 
be used in its stead. 

O Thou who dost not willingly €^§Uci ner 
grieve the children of men, be pleased to 
look down with compassion upon this poor 
spfibrer,aiid .smiotify hie present afflictioti to 
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kim. Be pleased to support kimj under all 
that he may faaye to endure ; and make the 
want of ease, of rest, and other eomforts 
of health, so beneficial to his better part, the 
Movl, that Ae may have reason hereafter to 
«ay, that it was good far Mm to he cfffiicted. 

* We pray thee to give hhn grace to sub- 
mit to thy will, and may all his complaints 

O Lord, if it seem good unto Thee, give 
^success to our endeavours for Ms recovery. 
And accompany thy blessing on the means 
of health, with that still greater blessing, 
the grace of thy Holy Spirit : that, in the 
days of returning strength^ lie may live the 
life of a new creature. O forgive his sins ; 
give him grace to repdnt of them ; and may 
the sincetity of his repentance be made 
manifest^ hj his denying all ungo^Uinees and 
worldfy lusts. 

We b^ that, if it be consistent with tlij 
will, his life may be spared. But if this ill* 
Ress should pvove bo he & sicJmeu unto 
4eaihp O hoed, prepare him £or the iawM 

2 
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change which awaiteth him. Suffer him not/ 
We most humbly beseech Thee, to be called 
hence, tiJlhe savingly know Thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christy whom thou 
didst in mercy send into the world to save 
iitmers. Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of 
thy dear Son, to whom with Thyself, and 
Jloly Spirit, be everlasting praises ascribed. 
Amen. 



*7b be used with one who appears to be at 

the Point of Death. 

MOST Gracious God, since thy throne 
of grace is still open to us, we humbly beg 
to be heard in behalf of our brother, who is 
now brought down to the gates of the 
grave. O Lord, we have done with praying 
iorJds life ; and all that we have to ask is, 
that Thou wouldest be pleased to succour 
him in this trying hour, and fit him for the 
great change that is about to take place. 

Forgive, O Merciftd Lord, all his tranfr^ 
gressions, for the sake of that blessed S^ 
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yiour, who shed his blood for the remiman 
qfsim. May his last moments be spent in 
penitence and faith. O niay hh soul be 
with Thee, whenever it shall be separated 
from the body ; and may he be supported 
under what he now sufPereth, by a well- 
grounded hope of being soon joined to the 
Church in heaven. i 

Permit us, O God of all comfort y to pray 
that his passage out of time into eternity 
may be easy. O let not his bodily pains 
be extreme, nor his mind be oppressed 
with doubts and fears. Take away, O 
Lord, the bitterness of deaths by giving him 
a foretaste of the glory of heaven. But 
above all we beg, that, suffer whatever he 
may in this hour, either in body or mind, 
his precious soul may be saved. O let 
this petition be granted, even should it 
seem good unto Thee not to bestow the 
other blessings which we have asked for 
him. 

And O have mercy on the living, as 
well as the dying ; and teach us, by every 

6 
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iiiBtance of mortality, so to number our days, 
€U to apply our hearts unto wisdom. AH 
whidi we ask, in tbe name of Jesus Christ, 
thy dear Son our Lord, in whom may we 
he found, living and dying. Amen. 



To be used with a Person who is recovering 

from Sickness. 

O Almighty Gob, who art able to btmg 
down the strongest, and to raise up the 
weakest, we bless thy holy name for the 
favourable appearances which have takfta 
place in the condition of our brother. O 
perfect what Thou hast begun, and give A^ 
and us, reason to praise Thee, as the God 
of salvation. Teach him to lift up Ais heart 
to Thee, and to pray that life may not 
only be continued,, but be better em* 
ployed than it hath been heretofore. Mieiy 
this desire be now most earnestly SAti 
And O let it not grow faint, when health 
and stirength return ; but may it increase 
in him, the longer he liveth. 
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Teach him, O Lord, to profit^ vdth* i&^ 
spect to the body, by what he hath of late 
suffered. May he learn to guard against 
all things which may endanger his health. 
And teach Ai^, O God, to guard, with still 
greater care, against whatever may endiui* 
ger the wel&re of his soul. May he be 
enabled to live a life of watchfulness and 
prayer. Suffer him not to trust even to the 
most solemn resolutions he may be now 
making, but to thy grace, for his persever- 
ance in well-doing : looking with humble 
confidence to Thee for that help, which 
Thou art ever ready to afford to those who 
, seek for it in the imme of thy dear Son. . 

We humbly intreat Thee to be with him, 
ftU, through the remainder of life. Let him 
not forget^ that although he is now reco^ 
Y^tmg £rom aickness, the time will eome, 
whm iBDedicines will fail, and he must go to 
thtf grave, the howe appointed for aUUving. 
Oi^jabie him henc^ojrward to follow h»i 
Saviour in iaith, purity, and humility ; that 
when the time o^his departure hence ahaU 
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come, he may have reason to rejoice in it, 
as the hour of complete deliverance from 
fdl sin, and all suffering. 

Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Mediator and Advocate, to 
whom with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be 
glory and honour for ever and ever. Amen. 



SCHOOL PRAYERS. 

A Morning Prayer to be used by Teachers 
of a School with their Pupils. 

O Lord, our Creator and Preserver, 
through whose providence we have passed 
the night in safety, and by whose holy 
word we are encouraged to hope for its 
being still continued to us ; we bow our 
knees before Thee, and humbly offer up 
our thanksgivings for what we have re- 
ceived from thy goodness and mercy. 
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And.now^ O Lord, that another day is 
before us> in which we shall have need of * 
thy protection, we pray for it as our only 
{security from danger : and as we have du- 
ties to perform this day^ let us begin it 
with humble supplications for the assist- 
ance of thy grace, that whatever we have 
to do may be faithfully done. 

Make us always mindful of the impoi't-^ 
ant purposes for which we are here asso- 
ciated : and grant that the whole of them 
may be seriously attended to» both by 
teachers and learners. And do Thou so 
bless our endeavours^ that those who go ^ ^ 
from hence may have not only the qualifi- 
cations necessary to their future condition, 
but a due sense of the motives from whic& 
they should act, and the ends which they 
ought to seek, in the whole course of their ' 
life. For thus, O Lord, will they pass ' 
their days with satisfaction to themselves, ' 
and, through thy mercy in Christ Jesus,- 
enter into eternal rest, when the hour of 
their departure shall come, 

u 
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May we now^ Lord, lesume the ne- 
cessary business of education, ndth a thank-- 
fill sense c£ thy goodneds in not sufiering 
any hindiance of itii course to take plaee« 
And that All may be improved by this re« 
•newed opportunity, give to etery One^ we 
beseech Thee, an obediesft disposition, a 
desire to excd, and a isplrtt of ihdnstry hi 
using the means of advancement. 

We pray that thy provicfentiai care may 
be over our pupils in the hours of recrea* 
tion, as well as in those of study $ that they 
maybe preserved from the injuries to which 
they may then be exposed, and ri^tutti to 
iheir stated employments^ refi^hed and 
^strengthened for the further prosecutioii of 
them. 

Bless them in their intercourse with otit 
another ; that although human Sn&mities 
^occasionally appear among them, the pre- 
eepts of thy word may gain such an ascend* 
ancy over the inclinations of natuie, as to 
render these faults less and less fVeqnei^, 
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and make them to increase in good will to 

one another, as their years increase. 

, • • • • • 

Left thy bledt^itig, O Lord, he u|)on all 
whom we ought to remember in our pray- 
6rb } afad especially, upon thy servant bur 
King, as well as upon isill those who are in 
authority under him. Preserve every one 
<rf our dear relatives from all eVfl. We 
would likewise charitably commend to thy 
ftiercy all who are afflicted in tnind, body, 
or estate : hoping to be graciously heard in 
these our humble supplications, for our- 
selves, and for others, through th6 merits 
and mediation of thy Son, our Lord and Sa^ 
viour JesUs Christ, wht> taught us thuisto 
pray. 

Our Father, ^. 



« . > < 
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An Evening Prayer^ to be used by Teach'- 
ersqf a School with their Pupils. 

O God of all grace^ Thou hast been 
pleased so to keep us this day, that we 
can meet at the conclusion of it^ as we did 
at it. begmnmg. to show forth thy praise 
for the blessings we have received^ and to 
commend ourselves again to thy gracious 
protection. 

O give unto us all a lively sense of the 
obligations which thy mercies bring us un-. 
der. In this prayer, O Lord, we would 
particularly remember the case of those 
young persons who are entrusted to us. May 
they consider what they owe to Thee, for 
the peace and comfort in which they usually 
pass their days. While troubles of various 
kinds have been filling the hearts of others 
with sadness, they have felt no want, — 
have known no care, — ^have had no dread- 
ful conflict to maintain, nor tears of sorrow 
to shed. And shall they not notice these 
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things, and bless thy holy name for these 
.exemptions from what others have had to 
;endiire ? 

Nor have they been left, as some have, 
withpnt instruction^ or without time to 
learn that which is necessary to their wel- 
fare. They have been taught both that 
which may be of great use to them in 
this life, and that likewise which, if de- 
voutly remembered, will make them happy 
for ever : thy holy word read amongst us 
containing, as it does, the glad tidings of 
redemption through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and plainly showing the 
means by which all its blessings may be re- 
ceived. O what shall they render unto 
Thee for all these benefits ! 

But, O Thou Searcher of the hearty there 
may be reasons for concluding the day in a 
spirit of humiliation, as well as of thank- 
fulness, for, innocent of many things of- 
fensive to Thee as the greater part of those 
here present may be, through their tender 
age, they may yet not be without faulty 

2 
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If, iSti&t^cfre, tttiy of them kave been guilty 
of idleness^ dr of Msehood, or of quarrel- 
someness, or any other thing which Thoti 
hast forbidden, may they have a right sense 
of their feult, and humbly beg thy for- 
^^toess, before they lie down to rest. 

If such, O Lord, ought to be the feel- 
ings o^ offending children,' hotir ought we 
who have come to full ikge to humble our- 
selves before Thee,- for what hath been 
wrong in our hearts or lives this day ! Look 
upon us then in mercy, and whereinsoeveir 
we have transgressed may we be penitent, 
while we pray for the pardon of our sin», 
in the name of that Saviour through whom 
^y gi^ee has made it obtainable. Aiid let 
not thy willingness to forgive render us 
less careful to obey, for that would be an 
Tibuse of thy mwcy; but let it excite us 
tnore and more to show forth thy praise, hj 
wattdAg before Thee in holiness and right- 
eousness iali the days of our life. 

We now commend ourselves to Th^ 
Iiumbly praying that we may. be pres6r:Nyi 
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from every evil to which we are liable ; and 
that we may be favoured with suph refired^- 
ing sleep as may be necessary to our health, 
and to the e^etual discharge of :the du- 
ties of contiiiued Jife. AU which we agk; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Mediator 
and Bedeemerf who taught us thus to 
pray^ 

Our Father y ^. 



p« 
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• * 

To be used by a Mother wkh her Children, 
bqfore they begin their daily Tdshs. 

O LpQ.D poD» who hast been pleased to 
give xne these 4^^ Children, let me be^ 
the day with them, byo^eringup my thanks- 
givings for their preservation during the 
last night. Make them thankful, that they 
hav« a Mother to take pare of thpm ; as I 



S96 A MOTHER^S PRAYER, &c. 

desire to be, that my Children 9re conti-> 
nued to me« 

And now, O Lord, let thy blessing be 
both upon me, and upon them, in the em^ 
ployments on which they are about to 
enter. Direct and prosper me, in that 
which ought to be my first and principal 
endeavour, the training them in the know-* 
ledge and fear of thy name. 

Dispose their mind toward every thing 
that is good ; and grant, that in due time, I 
may see them faithfully following the word 
and example of \heir Saviour ; serving 
Thee their God with delight, dutifiil to 
their parents, reverencing all who are in 
authority, kind to their equals, condescend- 
ing to their inferiors, compassionate to 
the afflicted, zealous to do good, improving 
in all Christian dispositions, and looking 
forward to thy heavenly kingdom, as the 
consummation of their warmest hopes and 

' desires. 

- 

May it please Thee, O Lord, to endue 
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them with such a measure of capacity for 
learning whatever is taught them, as Thou 
mayest see it good for them to possess. 
And may they have grace to use every ac- 
quirement in such a way, as may most 
conduce to the benefit of themselves, and 
others. 

All which blessings I humbly ask, in the 
name of thy dear Son, our only Saviour, 
who lived and died for us, and who taught 
us thus to pray. 

Our Father^ ifc. 



' % 
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N. B, The words in the larger Roman character, are to be 
read by the Master of the Family only ; but all ave 16 
join audibly in the words which are printed in Italics. 

4 

All itanding «p> thie Master of the Family shall begin as 

foUoweth : 

* '••..■ 

GoD» who made all thingi^ and wlio 
preserveth all things^ hath brought us safe 

morning 

to the or of this day. We are assembled 

evening 

to acknowledge^ with thankfulness^ the 

blessings which we have received ; to ask 

for the forgiveness of our sins, through the 

mediation of Jesus Christ ; and humbly to 

pray for the continuation of God's good- 
day 

ness to us through the or ensuing. 

night 

Let us recollect, that we are now ap- 
proaching the Searcher of all hearts; and 

5 
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may the consideration 6f his awful ma- 
jesty, and fatherly good^eds^ caiue us. to 
address him with reverence^ humiltty, and 
thankfulness. ' ^ 

The Lord he with you. 
And with thy Spirit. 



Praise ye the 

The Lor^s fiahie he praised. 

Here let jft Psalh or Hi^n b^ mu^« 
After which, all being seated, the Master •hs31 distinctly real 

, 4L PORTION QF HOLY ^C&lFTl/&£. 

After the portion of Holy 8oript«Bre ii read, let di kneel dow% 
while th^ Hastfr ofifevpth iipthi»iihprtprajef* 

Grant, we be^eecl^ Thee, Alinighty 
God, that the words which we have heard, 
may through thy grace be so grafted in our 
hearts, thttt they m^y bring forth in us the 
fruits of holy living, to the honour and 
praise of thy name, through Jesu3 Chri$t 
our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us ; 
And grant us thy sahation. 
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O Lord, save the King ; 

And merctfully hear tu when we call upon 

thee. 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness ; 
And mahe thy chosen people joyful. 
O God^ make clean our hearts within us ; 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

Then followeth thb icorkino or evening r&ATEB 

for the day. 

After which let all join in the Lord's Prayer. 

Our Father t which art in Heaven, hal- 
lowed he thy name ; thy kingdom come ; 
thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven : 
Give us this day our daily bread ; and for'- 
gwe us our trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against us ; and lead us not 
into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore* 
Amen. 

Let all continue on their knees^ for a few^minutes» that 
each one may silently lift up his heart to God, and beg the 
Divine blesring^. 
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NOTE, 

It would be quite foreign to the design 
of this publication^ to enter into a defence 
of Liturgical Worship, But to the members 
of the Church of England, whose public 
worship is liturgical, I cannot but recom- 
mend the adoption of that mode of worship, 
in their families ; inasmuch as it would ha- 
bituate their domesticjs to such attention to 
the minuter parts of our Church service, as 
would greatly contribute to the solemnity 
of the whole. The spirit of our worship 
is in a great measure lost, for want of the 
audible concurrence of the congregation, 
in the responses* There can be no doubt, 
that more attention is paid to those parts 
of the service than there appears ; many, 
and those some of the most devout wor- 
shippers, joining in them silently ; but not 
being audibly rehearsed, they seem to be 
left entirely to the clerk. The consequence 
of this is, that our worship sinks into 
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a heavy and spiritless perfonnance, and 
a general listlessness is observed to prevail 
in the assembly, long before the service is 
ended. 

^ We are iftfenaed, that in tlie €hurehes 
df f^e ea^ly Christiaiiis theftb mABo Xmifety 
Ml, and so audible a coneurreiiee of th^ 
wbrahippers, in the RespoAses^ that thef 
uttering them Ksembl^ the sound df thunr 
der. It is greatly to be wished^ that isuch a 
lively attention to the service were observ- 
able in our Churches. We should then ap- 
pear much more lik^ an aissembly of people 
adoring the great and glorious Creator, than 
We generally do. To this grand, ms^estic, 
tod impressive effect, every person shoidd 
be excited to contribute his part. 

• One thing which mhy, perhaps, be aisr- 
sagned as a cause of out inattention to the 
shorter sentences of the publi6 Httiigy- is, 
the people being so entirely unused ta any 
thing of the kind, in the intervals wh^ 
occur between the Sundiays. If this* be a 
cause of inattention, the use of a Family 
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Liturgy may be of service ; as thereby our 
domestics may be trained^ by the worship 
which is practised at home, to join in the 
service of the Church. But in order to its 
answering this end, the Master of the Far 
mily should be observant of a rule suggested 
to him in the discourse on Family Religion ; 
namely, to teach his domestics to join in 
those parts of worship which are allotted to 
them. 

Besides the good effect which a Family 
Liturgy may have on the public worship, it 
seems, independent of that effect, to be an 
eligible mode of family worship. Assigmng 
to our domestics a part to sustain in the 
worship, may serve to give life to a service, 
which is apt to be accounted, by young 
people, a dull employment. It may help 
to fix their attention, and to impress them 
with this important consideration ; namely, 
that Religion is a business in which every 
individual ought to be engaged. 
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A PRAYER 

Composed for oecadamd Use during ike 

late War'*. 

O Almighty God» ^ha hdst called 
us to behold Thee scourging, in thy just 
diapleasure, many of the nations of the 
earth ; we would adore Thee for thy «mercy 
to our land^ in having hitherto visited ua 
with a hghter punisliment, than hath bten: 
suiTered by other natiane* 

But, O Lord, as the rod of judgment is 
still over us, and we know not what may 
be the end of those things which we now 
passing in the world ; we earnestly beseech 

* In a former Edition, this prayer was entitled " A Prayer 
relating to the present Times." 

X 
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Thee to give us such a thoughtfulness of ; 
mind, as becometh a Christian Nation, in 
so extraordinary a period of time. 

O grant that all, and especially those 
whom Thou hast placed in public stations, 
either of Church- or State, may seriously 
consider, wherefore it is that after so much 
blood and treasure expended to avert the 
evils which threaten us, there yet ap- 
peareth no sign of their removal. ' ' 

And since we are taught by thy word» 
that sin bringeth down judgments upon a 
people, and that Thou in mercy takest them 
away if repentance ensueth : grant that we 
may seek the removal of thy judgments, 
by repenting of what is evil in ourselves ; 
and by an earnest endeavour to promote 
Christian Faith and Piety m our respective 
provinces ; whether much or little be en- 
trusted to us. 

We pray, O Lord, not only that those 
who live in the entire neglect of religion- 
may be brought to repentance and amend- 

5 



liffeiSf, tiut that tKose whd ^fe k)f 1>eflj4if 
character may be preserved^ in tkU ^tf 
of rebuke, from all lukewarmhess in their' 
Christian Pi:ofession« 

, , And grant, O Lord, that the ea;mesUiieM 
of those who are sincerely pious may not 
\f^ ^suffered to spend itself upon uncertain 
tJuDg*, or upon any thing else which might 
divert th^r attention from the duties 
peculiarly incumbent on them, in this 
momentous period. 

We humbly pray, O God of all grace, 
^at amidst the anxieties we feel in this day 
of awful visitation, the prosperity of the 
Church may be our greatest subject of 
concern. O let not Infidelity be suffered 
to extend its deadly influence a<nong men. 
And do Thou not only preserve the pro* 
fession of Christianity in the world,^ but 
pour forth the grace of thy Holy Spirit pn 
all who believe in its truth ; that they may 
show forth a greater zeal in its cause, and 
adorn it by a more holy example. 

O grant; that the days of peace may re- 

x2 
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turn ; and wUh them, abondmce of grace ; 
that the loQg*desir^ blessiiig may be 
put to the best useit^ both in our publie 
and private proceedings^ But if it ahoidd 
not yet be thy will to put an end to the 
distress qf Nations, we earnestly pray 
Thee to show mercy to aflUcted Indivi- 
duals; by making the suflbrings which 
they have to endure in this life^ the means 
of their looking for that hhssed hope, and 
the glorious appearing qf our Saviour Jesu» 
Christ. 

Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest. 
still continue to afford, in this favoured 
land, a refuge from the fury of the oppressor^ 
And grant that we to whom others flee 
for safety, majr have a lively seni^ of thy 
mercy, in preserving this blessing t;o our- 
selves. Make us ^1 sensible qf what we 
owe to Thee, for our quietness ait home i 
for the uninterrupted administration of the 
means of grace.; and for the blessings of civil 
and religious liberty, possessed to a, degree 
scarcely any where else known. 

Give us grace to make such a diligent 
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use of these blessings, as to be claily im- 
proving in faith, holSess, charity, and all 
other christian virtues ; that whatever be 
the events which in thy righteous provi- 
dence Thou mayest permit to take place 
in the world, or however they may affect 
us in our temporal circumstances, our 
souls may hereafter be received into thy 
heavenly Kingdom. 

These mercies we ask, in the name of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: through 
whose mediation we hope for them, and to 
whom, with thyself, O Father, and the 
Holy Ghost, be glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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INDEX. 



f 4-t The Reader is requested to observe, that where 
more than one prayer is referred to, the first will be 
found more appropriate to the occasion, than the fol- 
lowing : and that a slight alteration will be sufficient 
to convert a Morning into an Evening Prayer, or aa 

Evening into' a Morning Prayer. 

, . . .... 

When a prayer suited to some particular occasion is 
desired, let the prayer to which the Index directs the 
inquirer, be privately read through, before it is used 
with the family ; in order to see, where any addi- 
tional part applicable to the occasion in view should 
be introduced* and what ought to foe omitted. 



Prayers suited to particular Days. 

Chrii%tma8*Day....l79, «00, 7S, 93, 14^,216 

Good-Friday' 158, 284, 289, 216 

Eas ter-d ay .. • 1 75, 1 47, 94 

Holy-Thursday 94,216,207 
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Page 

Whitsunday 207, 175, 89, 122, 211 

Ember Days 42,59 

New Year's Day «29, 26, 72, 93, 134, 155, 186 

A Sacranieut Day .«34, 239, 1, 6, 158 

A Birth-day of an Adult. . . . 229, 26, 34, 72, 93, 

155,186 
A Birth-day of one of fixe Children of the 

Family 254,186 

Any Family Anniveraary , .9% £8, 72, 203, 216' 
A i)ay of Public HmniliatiwSOf, 109, 105, 90, 

81, 186, 195 
A Pay Qf Public Thanksgiving 186^ 76, 55, 

£9,98,211 
The Day of the K4ii(g*s Birtht Aotesmn, 
or Coronation • • • • • •••••• 105, 211 



Prayers miited to parHeuhr Occasions. 

When any important Undertaking is in hand 1 3 
When one of the Ftoiily has entered into 

the Marriage State 250 

When one of the Family is going a Journey 274 
When one of the Family has returned after 

a Journey , g75 

When a Family is under. Affliction •* 198, 163 
When an Affliction 13 removed ....... .219, 51 

When one of th« Fwuly w Ul. . ; . 19S, »79, 282 

i 
I 
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Page 
When one of the Family appiears to be at 

the point of Death S84 

When one of the Family is recovering from 

lUness 219,286 

On the Death of one of the Family^ or 

Neighbourhood ••«• •• •••«•«.» S8 

On the Death df an eminently pious or 

useful Person •%• •• 150 

When a Woman has been safely delivered 

in Chad-Birth..,.. 219, 877 

Upon going into a New Habitation • • 203, 101 
After having been at a Place of Worship 97 

When a Child is bom 219 

When a Child is to be baptized 244, 254, 203 
When Young Persons are going to partake 

of the Rite of Confirmation 247 

When a Child is going from Home, to be 

placed at School. . « • • • , • 273 

When a Child has returned from School ..211 
When a Child is going from Home, to go 

into Service .••• 254 

At the Time of Assizes, or on the Day of 

a CriHUHal's Execution • 203 

After a Casually has happened, such as a ^ 

Conflagration, a Tempest, &c. • • 219 

In a Time of public Distress. . . . 195, 38, 163 
When an epidemical Sickness prevails 195, 38, 

163 
When infidel Sentiments appear to be 

spreading. ..•..••••.•••.••,• 260 

In a Time of Scarcity 265 

On the Return of Plenty 266 

4 
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Page 
InaTime of War ^ 

^ On the Return of Peace 369 

In a severe Frost « • . • • 270 

In a Time of Drought, of excessive Rain 271 

' On a favourable Change of Weather . • • • 272 

When the Master of theFamily is from Home 272 



Prayers for particular Persons. 

The King, and all who are in Authority. « 105 

The Mulisters of God's Word.... 4S 

The Teachers of a School 288, 292 

Persons going to travel • • . • • 182, 26, 274 

^ Persons going to travel for their Healdi. • 216 

ASick Person 279,282, 198 

ASickChild ••••. 199 

One whoisatthepoint of Death.... •••. 284 
One who is recovering from Sickness 286, 223 
A Woman during the Time of Child-bearing 276 
A Woman after being safely delivered in 

Child-birth .• 277, 22 f 

The Heads of a Family 203 

The Master or Mistress of a Family when 

Abroad 272 

TheChUdrenof aFamily... 254 

^ Children before they begin their daily 
Taskr 295 

^ The Domestics in^ener^l • • . • 203, 101 

The Pupils in a School :,288,292 

Persons under Affliction ••.•••.•• 195 

Public Delinquents • 205 
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\ Prayers for particular Graces and Virtues. 

■'•*•■ Page^ 

' For Grace to live according to God's Word 1 1 
That we may live with Eternity in View • . M« 

^^ 'For HiuniKty ..•.•... SO 

That we may make the best Use of Life.. 34 
•Tiia^i-we-maylive in a State of continual 

- -Preparation for Death ••• S8 

•Thatwe may live under a due Sense of 

rf » God's Mercies.*...*.*.....*.. • 54 

^^ / That we t^y not rest satisfied with a 
^;^y r (' /Form-pf Godliness.. ••.ti..... •• •••• 63 

o ;.v That the World may not render God's 

• • Word ineffectual. • » • • <•••••«.... 67 

' Fwp Sted&stness in Religion 97 

, . For Faith...... 101 

^ X *Tb«it w^e may be fruitful in good Works. • 109 

For a Spiritual Mind • 130 

Fer true Religion as a governing Principle 141 
ThiLt we may have Grace to follow the 

Examples of Godly Men.. 150 

For Growth in Grace 155 

That we may improve by what we are 

taught in the Sufferings of Christ 158 

That w0 may always set God before us . . 18S 
That we may profit by Affliction ...••••. 195 
For Wisdom and Piety in the.Goyemment 

u ofaFamily." \\. 203 

For the Government pf the Thoughts... • 191 
For itjie Government of tbe^ Toqg^^)* /••••.• 225 
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Prayers for particular Blessings, 

Page 
• Forthe Presence of God, in PuUic Worship 1 

For • Blessing on our lawful Undertakings 18 

For God's Protection •••«. 28 

For God's Guidance » S6 

For Forgiveness •••••• • ••. 81 

Fpr the renewing Influence of Divine Grace 1 IS 

For a Blessing on the Ordinances of Public 

Worship .,,,,,,.••••♦ •. 117 

ForPeace with God •••••••«•••«••••%• 145 

For the Ipflu^nce pf the Holy Ghost. ... 207 

That we may not be left to ourselves » ^85, 184 
That public Instruction may be made 

effectual to our Salvation «•»•»•• 122 

That the Influence of God's Word upon Us 

may continue «••.•• •»»*4.«. 126 

That we may benefit by Oe Hdy SkdptiMs 960 
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Tkanksgivings. 

For the Means of Grace 6 

Forthe Light of the Gospel 59 

For Mercies temporal and spiritual 72 

For Hope.. •«.«»•.. •n««.«^*. ..••••• 168 
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Page 

For Health 170 

For Christ's coming into the World 179 

For Civil and Religious Liberty 186 

For the Gift of a Saviour SOO 

For the Removal of Affliction 219 

For Providence and Redemption 216 

For Recovery froiaSiqkness • ♦, .aS&A SQ» 

Fbr the Holy Scriptiijea,^* .•*.,.,. 860 



GeheralJ^rayer^ ;.,. ^« 76i 13S, 167, 211 
General Thanksgivings . • • 55, 72, 93, 216 



THE END. 



Pxintid by R. GilBEaT, St JohnVsqiwrei Ltndtfn. 
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PAROCHIAL INSTRUCTION; or, Sermons delireied 
from the Pulpit; 'fte flifibrent Times/ in die Course of 
Thirty Years. 8vo. Second Edition. Price 10s. 6d* ^ ^ 

The christian MINISTER'S, ADVICE to a NEW 
MARRIED COUPLE. Seventh Edition. Price Ss. 

igVIDENCES of CHRISTIANITY, stated to an logeMoot 
^ Mind douhtful of its Authority. * 12mOb Price Is. 
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THE 

FOLLOWING WORKS 

ARE PUBLISHED BY 

C. AND J. RIVINGTON. 



The HISTORY of the REFORMATION of the 
CHURCH of ENGLAND, during the Reign of KING 
HENRY the Eighdi. By Henrt Soames, M.A. Rector 
of Shelley^ Essex. In 2 large Volumes, 8vo. Price 1/. lOi. 
in hoftFus ' ' ^ 

The BOOK of CHURCHES and SECTS ; or the Opi- 
nions of all Denominations of Christians differing from the 
Church of England, traced to their Source by an Exposition, 
of the various Translations and Interpretations of the Sacre^ 
Writings. To which is added, a brief Refutation of Unlta- 
rianism, and an Arrangement of Texts in support of the 
Tenets of the Church of England. By the Rev. T. Charles 
Boon, B.A. of St. Peter's College, Cambridge. In One 
large Volume, 8vo. Price I4s. in boards. ' ' 

DEATH-BED SCENES, and PASTORAL CONVER- 
SATIONS. By the late John Wartok, D.D. Edited 
by his Sons. In One Volume, 8vo. Price lOs. 6d* in boards. 
A LETTER to his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
concerning the Authorship of EIKON BA2IAIKH. By the 
Rev. Henry John Todd, M.A. F.S.A. &c. Chaplain in 
Ordinary to his Majesty, and Rector of Settrington, County 
of York. In 8vo. Price 7s. 

The CHRISTIAN SABBATH ; or an Enquiry into the 
Religious Obligation of keeping holy One Day in Seven. By 
the Rev. George Holden, A.M. Author of a Disser- 
tation on the Fall of Man, &c. &c« In One Volume, 8vo. 
Price lis* in boards. 

The SAVIOUR, a Poem, founded on the Rev. Samuel 
Weslev's Life of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
By a Clsroyhan. In 1 2mo. Price 7s. in boards. 

The STATE of the PROTESTANT RELIGION in 
Germany, in a Series of Discourses preached before the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge. By the Rev. Hugh James Rose, M.A* 
of Trinity College, and Vicar of Horsham, Sussex. In 8vo. 
Price 8«. boards. 

ThePOOR MAN'S PRESERVATIVE againstPOPERY; 
addressed to the Lower Classes of Great Britain and Ireland. 
By the Rev. Joseph Bianco White, formerly Chaplain to 
the King of Spain, in the Royal Chapel of Seville, now a Cler- 



IVorti published by €. and J. Rivington. 

gftnsn of die Ctaich cf Ettgland; In iS*io« Price 3s. 6d. 
in boards : also, a cheap Edition for Diittibuiian. Price 1«. 
sewed, or, 10^. 6d. a Dozen. 

The OPINION ef tfte CATHOLIC CHtJRCH for the 
FIRST THREE CENTURIES, on the Necessity of believing 
that our LORD JESUS CHRIST is truly God. Translated 
from the Latin of Bishop Bidl; id which is {H^Oseda Memoir 
of his Life. By the Rev* T. RA;«KDr. In 8ira. FricerSA in boards. 

LETTERS OF CONSOLATION and ADYiCB, from 
a Father to his Daughter^ on the DeaA of her Sister. By 
the late Rev. .Jblingeb Stmons, BD. of Hackney, Rector 
of Whitburn, Durhani, &g. The Sixth Editieik fn ISno. 
Ftice 8j« 6i. in boards. 

The NEW TESTAMENT, airangtd! in ChronofogieiJ 
and Historical Order,, (in such mannev diat dkeG00p«l», the 
Bpistksy and the Acts may b^^read aaoie conaoeled fiBstdry.) 
The Gospels on the Basicr of the Hann^iea of Lightfbot, 
Doddridge, Pilkkigton^ Newcome, aad Mkhadi9-*-die Ac- 
count of the Resurrection, on the Autboridea of West, Town- 
son, and Cranfield. The Epistles are inserted in their pkees, 
and divided according to the Apostlesf Arguments* With 
copious Notes on many of the principal Stibjecfs in Theology. 
By the Rev* George Towi^sbnxs M.A. of Trinity College, 
Cambridge). Prebendary of Darham, Author of the jftrange^ 
ment c^tne Old Te^Uumnt,. &e. &c. Dedicated, by Permis- 
sion, to the Earl of Liverpool. In Two lai^ Vol«mes, 8vo. 
Price S{. in boards. 

The LIFE of JOHN SHARP, D.D. Lord Awjhbishop of 
York. To which are added, Select, Or^pnal, and Copies of 
Original Ps^ers,, in Three Appendixes^ CoUeeted from his 
Diary^ Letters, and several other authentic Testunomes, by 
his Son» Thomas Shakp, D.D. Archdeacon of N<erthttiii^ber- 
land, Prebendaryof York, Durham and. Soiithmll; Rector 
of Rothbury- Edited by Thomas Newcomer M^A. Reetor 
of Shenleyj Herts ; and Vicar of Tottenham, Middlesex, 
fii 2 Vols. 8vo. with two Portraits.' Priibe li 1«. i» boatdst, 

NARRATIVE of an EXCURSION to. the MOUNTAINS 
of PIEMONT, and RESEARCHES aiooi^ the VAl^DOIS, 
or WALDENSES, Protestant Inhabiianta of dieCbltian A^; 
with an Appendijc^ containing Copies of Aacieiit MamMieriptff, 
and other interesting Documents, in Illustration of the His* 
tory and Mannera of that extraordinary People. By the Rev. 
WiLUAM Stephen Gilly,. M.A. Rector of North* Fambridge, 
Essex. In One Volume, 8vo. with two Maps^ and diree 
Fac-simtles. Third Edition. Dedicated, by remissiefi, ter^ 
His Majesty. Price I2s, in boards. 






■V " i" 



•y I '*! 



!.- 



i 




i 



